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INTRODtrCtlON. 



The following sketches were all drawn from life. 
They lay ckim to no merit in composition, beyond 
that of offering — so far as they go — a faithful 
delineation of^ortuguese manners, customs, and 
character. The author has been careful only in 
observing a rigid adherence to facts; and to the 
respectable and unprejudiced British residents in 
Portugal who are acqumnted, however superfi* 
dally, with the habits of the people, he appeals 
with confidence to corroborate the truth of his 
pictures. 

In apology for the literary defects of the pre* 
sent volume, the author has not a syllable to say : 
— except that no one can be more sensible of those 
defects than hhnself. But he has ventured to 
believe, that an intimate knowledge of a subject 



vi INTRODUCTION. 

might be considered to redeem numerous imperfec- 
tions of method and style ; and he will be forgiven 
for having felt^ that he at least possessed some 
superior quaUfications fDr his task, over writers 
who, after a mere residence of a few months, 
weeks, or even days at Lisibon, have without hesi- 
tation undertaken to describe all the peculiarities 
of the people and country. To enable the jreader 
to Judge of the opportunities thus enjoyed by the 
author, of long and intimate communication with 
Portuguese society, he shall take leave to state in 
a few words the position in which he stood with 
that nation. 



• At the a^e of twenty, and in the year 1793, 

the author entered the Portuguese civil ^ervice^ 

and continued in it up to 1804: when, unable mxy 

longer to resist the torrent of intrigue to which 
every foreigner in that service is subjected, he 

quitted, for a. time both his adopted country and 
profession* But, in 1809, an advantageous situa- 
tiqn, being offered to him in the victualling de- 
partment of the British army then in Portugcd, 
Jhte-xeturned .to, that kingdom, with adv^ntageis 



IKTROPyCTiON> vu 

possessed hj few of his nation: — a good know* 
ledge of the laagnag^ and the people. It is pnziei-' 
pally from ihe bter experieoee (rf tUs fiecsonid 
residenee irf mmj j^ears—whieh t^nunatwi only 
At « re^nt perij3d» — thul; he has attena^ted to 
describe the state o£ socieif in Itortugd. Hie 
i^jg^iist c^nce "proYidk^ in his mind by unjust 
treatmeol haa long subsided ; and he is cognscipits 
rather of partiaUty for, than pn^pidiee agains^ 
the Portuguese and their country. 

. To moat 4of the scenes mentioned^ the author 
was himself ^1 eye witness :^^but all of them are 
either in themselves so w^ known in the cqonla'y^ 
or roust at least be so familiarly recognized there 
as x^hasacteristic, that the author feels^ however 
e£lp*aordinsry some ^f his descriptiiMis may appearj» 
no lapprehension that their .authenticity xxin be 
questioned. But if the reader be scepticai^ Jet 
him re£br to lany one wb^ has resided in Portngal* 

As the author had at first no other intention 
than tihat of illustrating l|is few drawir^gs by shert 
MS. notices, the volume, into which these h&fe 
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gradually swelled^ can. boast, he fears,, of little 
coimection or order; and, as he has had no dispo- 
sition to inflict a longer work on the worlds much^ 
he is aware, has been left unsaid on the customs 
of the Portuguese in private life* But he regrets 
this omission the less that the subject has been 
noticed by others; and he has preferred rather 
to confine himself to topics, which have been alto- 
gether neglected by former writers. 

Regarding two subjects into which he has en- 
tered, the author desires, however, to be permit- 
ted to offer a few words of explanation in the 
outset. The fair authoress of some late Letters 
from Portugal * has in her preface declared her 
principle, that ^' the whole truth should not 
always be told f — a principle fiilly justified, in her 
case, by the sensitive and delicate feelings which 
are the sweetest charm of her sex. But upon the 
male observer in that country, a similar obligation 
of silence cannot in an equal degree be imposed. 

* Lisboain the years 1821, 1822, and 182dw By Ma- 
rianne Baillie. 
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He 9^11^/ witness many scenes which the delicacy 
of an ^Englishwoman will be spared; he may 
matk many things, from which she would shrink 
with aversion and shame ; and he can without im* 
propriety enter into details of habits and circum- 
stances, to which modesty will not even permit 
her to allude. Of the customs of a country like 
Portugal/ novdelicate Englishwoman can be a fiill 
and .'exact reporter ;--and the author trusts that 
the most fastidious reader will not be offended at 
delineations of manners, wluch are more groiss 
than the sketches of a female hand, only because 
they ^^re verily in the sam^ degree more: faithful. 

The author's second point of explanation re- 
lates to a more serious theme.*' When the Pro^ 
testant ChrilStian visits Portugal, he is hourly 
shocked by witnessing the conversion of all the 
holiest associations of lus faith^ into objects of 
gross. and debasing superstition, senseless mum- 
mery, and atrocious fraud* Our ' reverence • for 
sacred things revolts from their exhibition in ludi- 
crous colours — still more in blasphemous distor- 
tion ; and, unless jxistified by the object, even th^ 
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relation of (he fact repeats the offence. It is pro- 
bably from some feeHng of this kind, that the fair 
writer above alluded to has farmally interdicted 
herself from entering into any particnlars of the 
state of religian in PortugaL But the author of 
the following pages has judged otherwise of the 
duties of his office^ At a period like the present^ 
when the militia of the Papal Church have dan-> 
gerously renovated their activity^ they must be 
encountered by exposure. The Roman Catholic 
citizens of these islands merit, perhaps, no re-* 
proach for the attempt to remove their civil dis- 
abilities ; but when the champions of their cause 
endeavour to make light of the distinctions of the 
reformed faith, as an argument for the purity of 
their own, it is right that the Protestant should 
be empowered to judge for himself of these differ- 
ences. Nor can this be done more effectually than 
by exposing the abominations of the Romish 
ereed, and the conduct of its ministers, in a coun- 
try where both have uiibounded sway. With this 
view^ and satisfied of the sufficiency of his object, 
the author has entered boldly, broadly, and fully 
into the subject. He holds himself accountable 
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neither for the gross absurdity nor the blasphem- 
ous impiety of the ceremonies which he is called 
upon to describe : but, sincerely attached to the 
pure and reformed faith of this happy land, he is 
anxious utterly to disclaim any design of indecent 
levity, and earnestly to deprecate the probability 
of his motives being mistaken. 

It only remains for the author to add, that the 
drawings in the present volume are all by him- 
self : — with the exception of the three which treat 
of military and civil executions. Those were 
given to the author by a gentleman who had re- 
ceived them as a present from a British ojfficer, an 
eye witness to the facts of which they are de- 
scriptive. The author felt the more happy at this 
valuable acquisition, from the circumstance of his 
being able to vouch for their accuracy, he also 
having been present in the very same scenes ; and 
he trusts that their insertion in this little work 
vnUl only be viewed by that officer (if it should 
ever meet his eye) as a testimony of the author's 
esteem for his talents. 
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COSTUMES OF LISBON. 



As the nature of the following sketches does not 
restrict me to the observance of any particular 
arrangement, I shall indulge mj caprice by at 
once setting my reader down in the streets of 
Lisbon, and introducing him to the group in the 
accompanying plate. In describing these goodly 
personages, I shall take them in the order in which 
they stand, from left to right, with the exception 
of the tnonk, whom I shall speak of lastly, having 
more than one word to say about him and his fra- 
ternity. 

' The woman, who is sitting cross-legged holding 
a dista£P and spindle in her left hand, and fanning 
Ber earthen stove (fogareiro) with her right^ is 
a chesnut-roasting damsel, in the vicinity of whoge 
post are generally to be seen some lounging gal- 
legos waiting there for employment, owing to the 
facility offered them of lighting their segars at her 
coal Are. There is nothing very particular to be 
said respecting these females, further than that n.o 
people in the world roast chesnuts half so well. 

b2 



4 MARINE SOLDIER. 

The soldier, who is seen igniting his paper- 
wrapped segar^ belongs to the £ofps of marines. 
They are the most unsoldier-like troops in the 
country, the privates being composed chiefly of the 
scum of Lisbon: undersized, puny, awkward-look- 
ing fellows, who have been rejected in the enlist- 
ments made for the fine corps of the line. Neither 
their uniform nor tactics underwent any change 
during the late war, owmg to their never having 
been under that influence which worked such 
wonders of amelioration in the army. They can 
nevertheless boast of having amongst them several 
officers of no small merit: particularly colonel the 
Chev. F • • • • ^ a man of excellent abilities and of 
highly cultivated mind, to whom Portugal, and I 
may say the whole of civilized Europe, is indebted 
for the best surveys of the coast of that country* 
I have also learned from an officer^ who formerly 
was personally acquainted with the chevalier, that 
he has very properly been entrusted with the di-- 
rection of the studies of the college of nobles, and, 
with the charge of the military archives of the 
country. . - 

Next in scenic order to the marine, comes the 
gallego (water-carrier) : a class of people so much, 
extolled by many of our countrymen who have 

► . • * 

visited Lisbon, for their great honesty and general 



GALLEQOS. & 

^g6od chai'acteh ISsd thi8'eiik%y^ l^een atteniptqd 
in any other maimer thaii by drawing comparisons 
betwixt them and the loWer orders of PoHUgi^ese, 
I da^ould have said nothing to the contrary j but 
«b it has been done to the g^edt injflry a!id deprer 
piation of th^ Iatt^r> I shall ! endeavour to shew> 
that if the Portuguese rabble hate their vices, they 
are not likely to' iii^pj^ove by the iniportatipn of 
&eir <jallitaan neighbours,, who are perhstps less 
$qnea{ni^ iii the commission of enormous crimed 
than tbe nativps thefnse!lre9. . Xest I should bq 
inspected of saying this, merely for the sake of 
contradicting those who have lauded them to the 
skies, I i^hall proceed to cite a few instanqes in 
support of what I hav0 advanced,. and shall more-^ 
0ver.shew that the humility which they all exhibit 
in public, ' even when insulted and maltreated, id 
nothing more than the e£fect of their servile occu-r 
pations, and that they are in reality as vindictive 
and as choleric in their temperament as most in* 
habitants of warm climates. 

They have been described as executing with 
unequalled fidelity and exactness; whatever busi-^ 
ness they may be employed in : I agree perfectly 
jrith their eulogists, and will add that they are 
very devout catholics. 

A gallego was sent for by a fidalgo, who awar^ 

' * - . - • - ■" 



€ 4SALLEG0S, 

bf his fidelity^ unburthened his ndnd to him by 
laying thdt a cisYtaiu individual wa& obnoxious to 
hinit. The good-n^tur^d gaUego UAderstood th<^ 
imd i the prii^e a^e^d; upon Wlis a moidore ; and 
Senhor Mendez . dedared that bi$ eit:c6llency'4i 
^emy ishduld not witness ^e setting of the sum 
The fidalgo rose ffob his ^eat^ embiraced his 6al<^ 
lician friend with r^ptUife^ and inlsisted on Jus 
^partaking of some '' vac6a com arYos" on which 
he. was just dining^ Mendez recoiled w^ h(»^itot 
lit the proposition^ Md excldmedi ^' Your etc^U 
leney little knows. my priiicipl^ if he conceives 1116 
Capable of eating beef on a Friday*'* 

I was walking one 4dy through the Largo do 
Corpo Santo^ and observed a multitude of people 
stopping their noses with their handkerchiefs^ and 
looking towards a comer house> under the win^- 
dows of which the police had placed a line of 
burning pitch barrels, with a view of purifying the 
aif, which was strongly impregnated with the 
miasma arising from the carcase of an unfortunate 
foreign charlatan, the soi-disant Baron de R, It 
appeared that Ids Jhitkful gallego, together wit& 
a soldier of the — ^ regiment, had been employed 
to murder him for the moderate price of about ii 
pound sterling eacL They were soon detected^ 
iEmd as soon liberated, by the interest of a female 



OR WATER-CAREIERS. 7 

relation of the latter, 'who was a kept miiAr^siB of 
(he ccmfessdr to &e " '■■ family^ 

A few years previonil to the iExrganiaation of the 
police cavalry and infitnlay by the Count de No^ 
vidn, (ah officer Oi great meHt, and who.is at thU 
inoment living in a conicar of Bri1^;any, neglected 
by ihobe of whom he deserves a bettor reboin« 
pense) the number of atrocities committed at all 
hours of the day eliritkd aai ord^ ci goverhnient; 
prohiUtuig the carrymg about any species of iuins^ 
and . empow^ro^ the civil patrols to stop and 
consider as mknrderers any who should be found to 
infringe this kw. 

Ah unfortunate man of good femily, returning 
home from playing a rubber ai ca^mo/ haid^ owing 
to the Idneliness of his road, provided Inmself with 
a rapier, which hi& tcnik care to hide under his ca^ 
pote. He had proceeded about half way, when 
he was attacked by one of those pests of the Lis- 
boh streets, a large dog. He naturally drew his 
sword in self-defence, and sheathed it in his ehe^ 
niy's entrails. . At tl^t unlucky moment, the pa- 
trol appeared at €be comer of the street ; and 
the gentleiftan, lipprbhending the consequences of 
bekig folind with arms upon him, hastened td 
cdhceal himl^elf. The guardians of the night, olv- 
s6rvi% one who hlid the appearance of wishing to 
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avoid them, feUb wed faim.quickljr^ up4>ii vfkkSti Es 
slunk into a corridor, groped abo^ in the dark^ 
aiid 'ascended' the staircase to the firstrfioor, where 
he fotind a deor npph the jar which gave way at 
lus tteidi. E^eme'fear promfdjed him to eiiter 
the room loid conceal hhnself.in* a mrhensfiAi 
In the meanwhile the patrol had |Nrovided them^ 
ielvte with a ianthorh atid followed his footsteps 
tb his Inding {dace, where td their i^utual horror^ 
and to his iitter consteniatiori, a. murdered w^omaii 
Was discovered^ in hed iii a comer, of the room. 1 ; 
( Presumpti\b eridence was so strong - against 
him, being found there with a bloody swbrd mider 
his' doak^ .that ndlwithstandmg ev^ry feffert \vas 
inade,^ hb mends to si^rJiim,te (having n0 
female relation 6n footings df iiitimaey w^tii any 
^onfe^Qr) was executed. A few yeats .afterward^ 
ft^ gallego, on the point of death in*^ the hospital of 
JS* jjose, acknowledged being the resd murderer; 
^d.thtft he had been hir.ed for the purpose at'th^ 
4isual']^ric6. ; ! 

. ' One. more instan(5e may not petliaps be thoilght 
(OQ much (out pf a thousand I could cite) to shew 
'the zeal and usefulnedd ^f 'gall^QS, whatever be 
4heir allotted tslsk* An individual, who hai 

T 

^massed a good fortttiie in the Goa and Mowm^- 
bi(|ue trade, was living in the capital wth a )nur 
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latto woman ; : bat h^ chahns xieaising to have 
ibeir wonted influence over his heart, lie paid Ids 
addresses ta a youfi^ lady in that quarter of lis- 
ixm called the Magdalena. Every arrangement 
was made for his marriage with the new object of 
his :aflEectiokis, aiid the day was even appointed; 
but on the eve of it^ the mulatto, actuated by 1^ 
strongest jealousy, hired a gallegoy who, iot a 
reward; of &ve moidores, agreed to set fire to the 
yoiing bride!s house, which he effected very cle« 
verly. But the circumstance Which most asto; 

^.th. »ighl».„ w... that thb &.»ai« ^. 

pying.the Avat and second floors, had fuU time to 
•save ' th^nselves aiiid ^ even made every effort to 
•awaken their fellow lodgers above stairs^ but with- 
<xiit effect : whence it was naturally inferred that 
the good gallego, fro^ motives of pure humanity; 
^d to spare the mother, daughter, and maid^ 
^rvant the pains of burning, had begun his work 
by cutlmg all their throats* This man ^ed also 
an an hospital; but obtained absolution, having 
proved that he. had applied one inoidore of 'the 
jni»ey thus earned, in causing masses to be said 
•f<^ the.aoulscxf his victims, I have one word more 
to say on the subject of the Jhrbearance of the 
gaUegos ; and then I hope to have done with that 
idass for the present* 
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On ^ ^nnter^ nigiit in 1818^ at the moineni 
when the amtuenieiits Bt the theatre of Boa Hoi'ft 
wete just ended^ and the spectators were return* 
ivghoa», n man addressed a gaUego^ who wai 
CQXtihi^ towards him with a segar in his mouthy 
abd tequested permission to light hik miii it 
The Kr^tc^r^ercbimt ohstiAately refused him th6 
faypr^ which so incensed the Portuguese tluit he 
giye him a slap in the fiice ; upon which the fer» 
bearing. gallego drew his knife and ^Ihrust it into 
his umurmed antagonist's belly. I saw him lying 
dead ki the Bdemnsquare guard-room on. the ioli* 
lowinip mormng. An old veteran serjeant com«- 
JI, tbe gLa, pi,ui.g hb^^ hi. ex. 
perience in matters of sword wounds, had at^ 
tempted to console the poor creature with asAir*> 
ances of — Nad iie nada" (it is nothing); then 
poking in the protruded intestines with his finger, 
he itched up the hole with a needle and thread ; 
but without effect, the principal intestine having 
been divided. After this I trust that gallegos 
will be allowed to find their own levd in sodety^, 
mid oeaae.to be extolled at the e^qpense 6f tiiose^ 
in whose country they find employment and sup- 
port. 

. Out group in the balcony will require very 
little to be said about it. The occupation which 
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we there deserve k a &vorite one with both 
sexes (of the loweir and middling orders) but par*^ 
ticularly:(¥ith the.&ir^ who regard it aa one of 
the greatest possiUe luxuries ; and young cfail-' 
di)^ are often seen practising it on dogs and cats, 
by way <^ ^prenticesfaip* The woman at the 
door oi the tenda, or grocer *s shop^ is of the lower 
order^ and is called a tendeira. Her stock in 
trade consists chiefly of bacaihad (salt fish) o3, 
wine^ cheese^ strings of garlic^ &c. : of late years 
some of b6r class sell tea, but mustard is still only 
to be found in the apothecaries' shops. 

The man who, in a stooping posture, dis[days 
to the tendeira the fish in his baskets, is a soldier 
of the regular infantry, who having paid one of 
bis comrades to mount guard in his stead, is per- 
mitted to follow the avocation, by which he earned 
his living previous to his enlistment. This cus- 
tom, truly Portuguese in its origin, has not been 
found at all prejudicial to discipline, and has this 
advantage, that the common soldiers are always 
in good circumstances even when the treasury is 
unable to pay regularly; whereas the officers, 
most of whom are said to have very little fortune 
besides their military appointments, are often re- 
duced to great straits. I have even been assured by 
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mdividiials who have served in the late Porti^uese 
army that^ oh some occasions^ they have been a^ 
much as a twelvemonth in arrears. NotWith-^ 
standmg this; both officers and men are invariably 
exceedingly well-dressed^ and have, the most maf-i 
tial and> soldi^-like' appearance. However great 
the' distress occasioned by the retardmeiit of pay^ 
no officer was ever known to descend from hb di^ 
mby to the commission of a dishonorable aetiom 
Indeed I never heard or knew of an instance of 
irwindHng in that army :-saye one, when the chap^ 
lam of a corps absconded with a mule belonging 
to a fiiend of mine. This, however, I must con- 
fess did not much surprise me ; he b^ing a monk; 
and hating moreover been som6 years ago susr 
pended for a time from saying mass, for having 
jDaurdered a cadet of infantry, whom he had over-* 
beard extolling his tnistress. 

The man who, next to the soldier, is walking 
ioffwith a discontented look and gesture, is an 
Jlhavo fisherman, or retailer of fish; but as an 
^tmiable authoress has lately described the Dhavos 
as interesting; in their appearance and classic in 
iheir d«», i^ eon J mpelf with rrferri.^ 
the xeacler to the representation both of their cos- 
tume and figtre, which I trust (having been 
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drawn from nature) will enable eyery one to form 
his own opinion of them : they certainly are^ ge^ 
neraUy speaking, very fine men. 

I fear I shall create disgust, if I enter into a 
description of the class to which the hero on thc^ 
right belongs. It is a numerous class indeed in 
Lisbon; but less numerous and far less insolent 
than the thousancis who infest our high roads. Iii 
this base I am inclined to take the part of the poor 
Lisbon beggar : he lives entirely by the charity of 
Casual passengers ; he has no parish to look to 
for relief ; no workhouse, no poorhous6, no poor-^ 
rates, no Lady Bountiful in his neighbourhood to 
raise subscriptions for him at the expense of her 
unwilling friends, and for the building of her own 
reputation for charity. 

The shop door with a green bai^e' curtain i* 
that cfl a barber, who both shaves, cuts hair, 
bleeds, applies leeches, and draws teeth. On Im 
shop-door you read *' bixas boas'* (good leeches) ; 
and on each side of this inscription is seen the re^ 
presentation of a jar- full of those useful insects. 
I chose this shop as an excellent specimen of every 
One which you meet with ; not only in the capital 
but all over the country. They are more easily 
discovered than others, owing to the long pro- 
jecting pole much like a flag-sta£P, and which is 
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Spirally painted red and white. It waa long 
before I coidd make out the meaning of thia 
ensign^ but found it at. last to represent the wHtQ 
tape bandage ul^ed in ^]phlebotQmy and the pole 
usually given to th^ patient to hold during thft 
operation. . 

The above di3tingui3hing mark of ^ari^iVm id 
not confined to Portugalf but is in general use 
throughout the Peninsula and th^ continent ; and 
I haVe been told that it is still to be seen in some 
remote places in England : — a fact which I suppose 
leaves U3 at liberty to infer, either that all barberi^ 
were originally bleeders, or that all surgeons orir 
ginally united the depilatory and tOnsorial arts to 
their Qther ehirurgical operations. 

But to return to Portuguese barbers. I recci- 
lect one near Alcantara renowned for his dexte- 
rity \ and lest what I am about to relate should 
appeal to any one incredible, I beg leave to ap- 
peal to those of my countrymen who may have 
resided in Lisbon in or about the year 1809 or 
1810, in whose memory it must be fresh. It 
happened invariably that when a well dressed man 
(" hpmem de gravata lavada*") came iatQ his 



* Anglic^. A man with a clean nedicloth, alias a gentle- 
man. 
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sbcq) to 1)6 shaved, he would take off hb head as 
wdl as his beard, let him down through the irap 
4oQr xm which his chair had been purposely placed, 
and be ready in a trice to repeat the operatum 
on the next customer, whilst his wife was occur 
pied in disposing of the patient's clothes. The 
barber (his wife being old and ugly) was in the 
sequel executed ; but she escaped capital punish^ 
ment by virtue of a decree made by the late 
que^iHnother, forbidding its inflietion upon fe- 
nudes. 

Portuguese barbers are like those of every coun* 
try, great retajders of scandal and fiill of small 
talk. Having few customers during the first days 
oS the week, they are generally observed sitting 
at or lounging about their shop doors, playing 
or ri^tit^er strumming upon a wire-strung guitar^ 
and scrutini^ng the actions of every soul in their 
n^hbQmrhood. People addicted to chewing to^ 
ba^cp will find it economical to get shaved by 
thi^m instead of shaving themselves; for, as they 
smpke myriads of segars, their thumbs are always 
strongly impregnated with tobacco, and these 
they never fail tq introduce into the patient s 
Qioiit^, to produce a protuberance in the cheekjs 
%^d facilitate the operations of the razor. I have: 
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also on ihany occasions admired the dexterity 
with which (when hair-Cutting), they clip in twoi 
myriads of light horse, whom they discover gal* 
loping through the woody top-knots of their cus^- 
tomers» 

' Now for the ruhy-nosed celifoatory who is stand«- 
ing iinmedi^tely under the ensign of ^' bom vin* 
ho :'* he could not have chosen a more appropriate 
spot to be sketched in, for he and his like afe 
dotingly fond of generous potations. Prince 
Waldeck, about the year 1800, assumed the com- 
mand in chief of the Portuguese troops at the re- 
quest of the late queen, with a view of restoring 
them to the discipline, in which' they are said to 
. have been under marshal the coiint de Schom-^ 
berg Lippe. The first exclamation which the 
Prince uttered on arriving at the spot where the 
troops were paraded, was (addressing himself te 
the prince regent), " Your royal highness's sol' 
diers have the mien of friars, and the latter have 
that which the soldiers ought to have/' So indis^ 
creet an observation, made in the presence 6( some 

4 4 

monks, the inseparable attendants on Portuguese 
royalty, produced the effect which might have 
been expected : Prince Waldeck died a few week&^ 
afterwards of the cholic, and was interred in the 
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English factory burying ground ; wbere a superb 
pyifamidal monument has been erected to his 
memory. 

The monk now before us is a " Trino** or one 
of the Holy Trinity. A nest of firiars of this order 
may be seen near the square of Alcantara on the 
right hand side coming from Lisbon^ unless Ihey 
have since been hunted out/ as atl siidi vermin 
ought to be. For I have seen them almost in 
open day in full pursuit after dissolute females : 
ho doubt with a view of confessing them. I was 
assured by a friend of mine that^ on one occasion; 
some foreign merchants^ who were walking on the 
^uay of Sodre, disgusted (as well they might be) 
at such conduct ill a mmister of reUgion, could 
not refrain from expostulating with one of them ; 
upon which the shameless profligate turned round; 
and replied by a toirent of such language and 
gestures as I shall be careful not to attempt the 

description of. 

Afl^s connected with the aggrandizement of 
monks and monasteries so com{>letely absorbed the 
attention of the sovereign to the exclusion of more 
useful and more urgent considerations^ that^ even 
at the moment of the arrival of the French army oil 
tlie frontiers of Portugal, he wias occupied with a 
horde of filthy friars in applying every di9po9able 
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fund to the building of a set of magpifioent organs 
&t the convent at Mafira ; while he abandoned to 
foreigners the office of repelling the invaders. 

The tyrannical influence^ which these m^ ex- 
ercised to most indimited lengths over the private 
concerns and interior economy of every family^ 
was at one period of Portuguese history (not a 
very remote one) so greats that the father of a 
faruly had «a«dy a vote in domestic matters. 
The spiritual director in hct united also in his 
perscm the quality of temporal adriser^ or rather 
dictator. 

This evil was not confined to private &milie8 
alone : it existed also at court. The late queen 
never undertook any thing without the advice of 
her confessor, who ruled her even to the deterio^ 
ration of her reason *. The present king when 
regent was likewise under ecclesiastical sway^ 
previous to the invasion of his dominions by the 
French. A priest or padre called foko, of suffix 
dent notoriety, was the only medium through 
whidhi any thing could be achieved that de« 



* On the lOtb March 1792, the prince of BrazS, as pre- 
sumptiTe hdr to the crown, pfublidied an edict declaring that, 
as his mother fit>m her unhappy situation was incapable of 
managing the afiairs of government, he would place his signa- 
ture to public papers, till the return of her health. 
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y^nAeA cm the royal snlctiDn. Unkss he cbdsd 
that it should be noticed^ a petition might lie 
vipcn the table until ife rotted ; and great were of 
^iiFSie ike abuses wasing frot& the invesfmen* of 
sadt power ki the hands of ^noranoe^ fiuMticism^ 
afld cupidity; Opposhiois td i^oeb med was vain ; 
Md the only way of carrying a point Wbs^ thai of 
gtesmig ibe pakon <£ these holy usurers, whose 
only real god is Rattuu 

I ha^e been assiired by P(ni;u^.tiese tfaem^ 
sdves that it is an inTariaUe prindiple with fiiars, 
when yoimg peopIe^ are placed under thenr spiri* 
toal gmdance, ta begin by demorafi^dng them in 
ev^ wi^, ISur tibos alleged reason (the refed one is 
Ufeir own gratification), that there: ig. no salvation 
iritlioot r^ntance, that to iiepent one must luMre 
Sia^^, and that tkerefiare k is neoeseary to begin 
by idnidng. 

I am happy, howenrer^in thhddng that die greiU; 
awe^in tdueh tlse people stood of thesie hsiy 
tpants, IS hi a tncsaanre dinliBidiing. A pioof of 
ihia isir Ibat in 1819 an edict of the* eardinal-pai- 
iriardi fiovUdding the ealBng**house keepera %o sel 
ativf viands bm £wt daya unless thisihr custinners 
icould produce certtfiestea of tlhwss^ coiuntersigasd 
iby a priest, was Mlowed by" caricatures at the 
Gomenr of de struts repiesenting an est kneclkig 

c 2 
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before ilie patriarch and thanking him ^r his |>r(K 
tection. 

It is the duty of every man to unmask impos* 
tare and villainy^ wherever he meets mth it. I 
shaU therefore take the opportunity, whikt speaks 
ing of monks, to relate a drcumstance which hap-, 
pened a few years previous to the war, in the. 
episcopal city of Evora, and which two thirds pf 
the present inhabitants must still remember per^ 
fectly,ybr they jvitnessed it : however incredible 
it may appear to those who have not resided in 
catholic countries. A nun of S^ Clara, whose 
conduct made every one regard her as ,a saint, 
(for, instead of one confessor from the adjoining 
monastery, she had three or four) died to all 
appearances ; x)r rather it was given out she hft'd 
di^. She was laid out, fis is the custom, in the 
middle of the church ; and the people were more 
than ever convinced pf her sanctity as her body 
shewed no (symptoms of seeing corruption. No 
marks of decomposition manifested themselves t 
and thousands of course crowded from all p^rts of 
the country to witness the miracle. Hundreds of 
cripples and invalids came to touch her garments 
and fanded themselves cured ; while others, paid 
by the priests, pretended to be stone blind and to 
jecover their sight on merefy touching her habit. 
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1ft shorty Jhe concourse of pOgrims was- so greats 
tibat the infantry in garrison at Evora were obliged 
to fiomish a guard to the churdi door to preserve 
order. But for this precaution it is probable that 
ihe new saint would soon have been stripped of 
her cloathes, owing to the anxiety of every one to 
get n scrap of something belonging to her, by 
way of a relic tO guard against vntchcraft, agues, 
fevers, &C. 

On the night of die third day, the sentry cfA 
Clearing some whispering in the church, the door 
of which was locked and bolted^ had the curio- 
sity to look through the keyhole, and to Us utter 
surprise saw the saint sitting up supported by a 
friar, whilst two or three others were bringing 
and administering to her both eatables and drink. 
-On recovering from the surprise occasipned by the 
'unusual spectacle of a dead saint cramming with 
sdl the avidity of a living one, the soldier whis- 
pered the discovery to his ensign, who also con- 
vinced himself by ocular demonstration of that 
which he otherwise would have disbelieved. These 
two men moreover heard her exclaim in a doleful 
whisper '' Do for pity's sake terminate this farce, 
or I shall die of fatigue, for I feel I can no longer 
'stand it.** The fact of the matter was, that the 
unhanpv nUn had been confessimr too much to the 
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pizi^os6 yri^ diesf lioly nMcreanti^ -who in order 
to avcnd die mcowremmce and idanger whidi werib 
:atteiida|it on ihor TendesFous with her ^wben ia 
•diflbrent estfiUisliiiieiits^ had agreed to make n 
^ad ^pint of her and bmy her to all appearanceB 
w their vaults ; ivheiieas in wiiliiyidi^ woisld hffre 
^ed in eraw npmote jsam^ m Mdd^n piirt <)f 
4iieqr iQOEtastefy to sM»i» ilmx h\H» B7 ilm 
arrangement two great objects would he gwiad .• 
&e gTBiM&(»tion (witliout ra9itrwit) of their uppe- 
Ikes, snd the great honcnr vrhich would fi^vm to 
hoth the monastery .aikd eon\mt1af thi? prpduetion 
of a sttnt 

The aehfsme was wSl yoAi itnd# iiktmi»i^1he 
;sttupid igiic»iince and ^np^rsfiliim pf thp t^W^, 
had so far heea attended with PU9$«^« But # 
9)^ou|ig loffioer was im ims9^ "peir^m tp g§t int^ tha 
iseoret I cmd the mim^l pi^opf n^tty ^ wldi^^ tP 
-did»eliey£ ^miracles led those who wer^ ^n gu^4 
-to talk lov^y qf what they had ^e^n^ Th^ piah- 
lieaitioii of the story w^ ne%r hpi^g ^t^l tQ tha 
ycnmg officer ; .a^d m la^si det^rpE^l}^d <^ar9cti^ 
wouM haiire hem tempted tp repeat of inier^jti»g 
hi tiie £ihr]0iitiQii of n »i^]i»t : £c>r h^ ivas Imm^dj- 
fltely pkced ip eimAxm^^vt fpr d^Hing tp p^luoo^ 
niate such godly persons^ > — The sentry w^^ ^ 
terrified wHh mfinmsm of Aut^s d# ^^ «i)^@h«ij^ 
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•eovered ynik devils and flames^ slow fiMs of bfim* 
stone preceded by racket tortiires, boiling pitck 
und lead^ and all the materiel in the inquisitorial 
arsenal, that h^ absolutely recanted, and moreover 
svoire that the devil, ha^inj; taken umbraire at tihe 
g.e.ti«^ of tlK», holymL. l»d W Um t. 
tell sueh blasphemous fidsehdoda* 

Thdr attempt to carry the same point with tiie 
yoiuur ensign was not so success^. He aneed 

to all their wishes; but how great was then* asto*' 
Biahinent aad dismay when, instead of «i apologj, 
he insisted with Vehemence on exposing to the 
public how much they had been gutted^ Instead 
of tearing to pieces this obstmate blasphemer, the 
public pitied what they considered his hallucina- 
^tm : besides people in Portugal are apt to look 
twipe before they proceed to commit violence on 
the younger son of a fidalgo ; so that it only re* 
mamed with the fiiars to repent heartily of their 
want of policy, in not having wrested from him by 
Yioknce in private the recantation which it was so 
necessary that he should make for their justifica*- 
tioa. Bnt it was now too'laite; and one of the 
moinks, perceiving an appearance of momentary 
uidemion upon the countenances of the spectators, 
and ftelitog that it was a desperate concern, was 
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observed to slin^ Bway towards the door, d&d 
appear. This created an universal murmur, upon 
which the intrepid youth, whom neither the met 
naced artillery of the Holy Office, nor the teeth 
and nails of a congregation, of fanatics, had been 
able to intimidate, roared out more lustily than 
ever for a red-hot brick-bat, which being brought* 
lie appfiedit to the poor girl's feet and resuscitated 
her, thus unmasking the whole villainy of tiie plot; 
The guilty friars were sent to the A^uba, a 
place of confinement for ecdesdastics ; but . one of 
th^ objects haviilg appeared to be tiie. aggran^ 
dizement of the church, their imprisonment wiui 
little more than a nominal one. It was not so 
with the poor nun : she was immersed in a dun-" 
g^n of the Inquisition, where, but for a personal 
inspection of those dens by the grand inquisitor, 
she might have passed the remainder of her life. 
She had on tins occasion the good fortune to be 
thought pretty by this august personage, and was 
by his order immediately removed to one of &4^ 
better species of cells on the first floor, most of 
which were occupied by those females who had 
the honour of composing his seraglio, pf the lat* 
ter number, maiy were lovely and virtuous ladies, 
whose only crime was their beauty.. But havkig 
provoked the appetite of an inquidtor who might 
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have chanced to see th^si at thm mndbw, they 
were falsely accused of Judaism, torn from the 
aims of their husbands, and thrust into unwhole- 
Bome dui^^ecmsj, until disposed to subimt to indigo 
nities, too revolting for mention. 

There was only one instance ever known, of one 
jof l^e females having recova'ed hw liberty. I 
fihall from motives of delicacy abstain from men* 
tioimig her mune. Suffice it to say that, although 
she adored her husband> she never could be pre*" 
vailed upon to return under his roof, but took refrige 
imder that of a female relation, and if ever ques-^ 
tioned on the subject of the Holy- Office, would 
burst into a flood of tears and give no other an* 
swer. 

It must not be inferred from the rule observed 
by the Romish clergy of upholding one another in 
cases which become public, that this good under* 
standing prevails in their private concerns, within 
the precincts of their monasteries. In the former 
jpases, the great end of throwing dust into the eyes 
of the people unites them all, whatever maybe 
their private hates ; but the latter presenting no 
sudx iimiiediate object, a scene of holy tyranny is 
ofteii presented, which would witii difficulty be 
credited had not the late war, by converting many 
of those retreats into hoi^itab for the mk and 



26 FEARFUL TTRANNT IM THE INTERIOR 

ivotmded, unvetted the myistoies of their interior 
to so many mtnewea. 

H^ eonvent of Batalha (so well described by 
Murphy) offered during the war a spectacle of the 
kind which I hav^ jwt alluded tb« The Frehdi 
troops whilst (according to custoto) searching for 
coin wid hidden valaables in the subterranean 
labyrinths of tJus stupendous fabric, discovered in 
a dungeon an unfortunate old monk, whose incar«- 
ceration had lasted twenty-one years. It appeared 
that by some mean? or ol^er he had incurred the 
displeasure of his superior ; who made the cbrisOan- 
like resolution of rev^iging himself on the first 
favourable occasion. The wished for opportumty 
soon presented itself ; and the monk was sent at a 
late hour of the night to the village to (ajudar 
A hem monrer) assist at the last moments of * 
dyhiig sinner. A man had but a few moments be^ 
fore been murdered on the bridge over which he 
had to pass; he imprudently mentioned in his 
convent the circumstance of having seen the body;, 
and the superior taking advantf^e of the law by 
which the first person found near a murderbi 
body is held responsible fqr his death, immured 
hhn for life in the noisome hole in which he was 
found. Habit had operated so forcibly with this 
old man that, although restored to light and liberty. 
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he invariably returned every night to his former 
prison^ declaring that he could sleep no where so 
soundly. A most intimate and particidar friend 
of mine related this anecdote to me. He belonged 
to the troops who discovered the monk ; and he 
used to take much pleasure in conversing with 
this victim of monastic tyranny. 
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RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 



H^vma thus made the reader subtly acquainted 
with the characteristic qualities of a &w of the 
lower classes of the Lisbon population^ I shall pre- 
pare to lead him a long ramble through the quays 
and streets of the capital And I shall hope 
to conduct his attention successively to all objects 
in the dty which are best deserving of notice* 
Commencing our peregrinations from the Tagus, 
along its banks> we shall land at one of the nu- 
merous quays . of Lisbon* As several of these 
places of disembarkation have their peculiarities^ 
I shall enumerate them in succession* Their num- 
ber and nomenclature are as follow : 

1* Belem, Rua dd Peixe stairs, a small landing 
place* 

2* Belem Square steps, an excellent and spa« 
dous one* 

3.. The beach at Junqueira^ opposite the patri-^ 
arch's house* 
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4* Another at Pampulha^ called lime kiln stairs^ 
a very bad one. 

5. The packet stairs, so called from its pros- 
imily to the moorings of the Falmouth packets, 
though its proper name is the rock of the Cond^ 
d'Obidos, from the palace of that nobleman which 
overhangs it. 

6. The Caes de Jos^ Antonio Pereira, caQed by 
our sailors the yellow house. 

7. The fish market quay, or Caes da Ribdbra 
Nova, a remarkably fine landing place. 

8. The Caes do Sodrfe, where young Madcareu- 
has was executed for adhering to the French party 
in 1809, and where aU the Lisbon merchants meet 
in the afternoon, or rather evening, for the pur* 
pose of communicating with each other.- 

9. The Caes do Terreiro do Paip, or black-horse 
square quay. 

10. The Caes da Bdbeira Velha, a very insigni- 
ficant one, to avoid landing on which no one would 
grudge going a great way round, so completely is 
it clogged at all times with straw-boats, &c. 

IJ. Lastly comes the Caes dos Soldados or 
Caes da Forca, quay of the soldiers or quay of the 
gallows. The former name is given to it from ii» 
being adjacent to the artillery barracks, aiid the 
latter from its being the place of execution, and 
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haTing ia its centre a pefmanent tripdd galldws* 
It is also very ofiteir dendnunated Caes. do Tojo> 
from constantly haying on it gi^at piles of wood 
for heating the ovens. This fuel is brought ov$jr 
fr(»n the forests on the opposite side of theTagus« 
Close to tins quay is a manufiietory of common 
glass^ the only one in Lisbon ; the wh(de of that 
commerce being engrossed by an English gentle^ 
man, the founder of the establishment at Marinha^ 
grande, to whom the late queM granted some 
great privileges, in consequence of the s[^ndid 
, hospitality with which he received her majesty at 
the above place. 

The Ribeira velha is the landing place of all the 
craft that are constantly crossing and redrossing 
the Tagus widi passengers, cattle, and mbrdian- 
diae. Nothing can exceed the uncouthness and. 
intolerable insolence of die description- of men you 
have here to deal with, who unite with these qua- 
lities the characters of thief and assassin. It is here 
also that the boats from Villa Franca &c. come; 
and that sole drcumstance, (even wer6 these men 
a toIeraUe set* before,) would suffice to make 
devils of^hem; for the Portuguese themselves re- 
gard as. such all the people called ^*^ da bwda 
d^agua,** water-side folk : meaning those who na- 
vigate the Tagus and inhalnt the villages on its 
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stripes of the most glaring colours; the parts 
nearest the stem have in general the representa* 
lion o( a pair of enormous eyes^ or a dolphin, 
dragon, serpent, &c. according to the taste of the 
owner: and the stem, sides, and rudder, are 
usually ornamented with dauhed attempts at 
painting Nossas Senhoras of all kinds. The extre- 

in wooden or iron images of the above ladies, of a 
rudeness of execution that would disgi;ace the 
Otahdtans. These figures are moreover con-*, 
stantly adorned with bimches of ril^bons of all ' 
colours, as are also the tops of the masts and the 
extremities of the yards; and at the latter is 
hoisted^ a pendsijit, bearinyg in large letters th^ 
name of the boat's patron saint. Previous to.un- 
mooring, every individual of the orew mdees on 
his face and breast the sign of the cross, in order 
to procure a grosperous voyage ; but if the wea- 
ther be exceedingly adverse, it is not unusual to. 
hear the boatmen vent their spleen upon their^ 
patron saints in language too bad to mention. 

The expert manner in which the straw is packed. ^ 
on the boats employed in bringing it>amAihan- 
dra and other places, has always attracted the 
attention of strangers. I have given a sketch 
made from nature, of one, of the above in the act 
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of unloading^ as being a better way or convey- 
ing' a just idea <^ the thing than' by a* written 
description. 

The families of most " of the crews of the molet- 
tas and faluas that navigate across the Tagus, in- 
habit'^the little villages on those shores called 
Seixal^ Amora^ Coina/'Moita^ &c. where some of 
the inhabitants of Lisbon have cottages for the 

convenience of cock-shooting at the prefer season. 



These places are exceedingly unwholesome ; and 
the inhabitants are so subject to the ague^ that in 
summer ' time and in autumn a whole viHage is 
often seen shut up^ as if the pldgue were amongst 

_ ft 

its inhabitants. The bdys and even the girls of a 
young age are here found running about stark 
iiaked^; and during the summer months they pass 
nearly the whole of the day in the water, in con- 
sequence of which, and their exposure to the sun, 
they acquire the copper colour of the Brazilian 
native tribes. Although stripped in this -manner, 
they invariably are seen wearing round their 
necks, rosaries, figas and relics of saints : and 
they never omit crossing themselves previous to 
diving into the water. By- this constant immer- 
sion in the river,^ they are, as may well' be con- 
ceived, excellent swimmers and expert divers, 
even when very young; 



38 FAMII'T ^ <^1^-f HitOATS. 

T)m in|iabtt8iit8 of tlie^e f^Bcps eqma mii&x the 

^immm^^m of feprda 4*9gua ajbready £|>fJke«L p^ 
and are any thing but pleasant people to hme to 

dealiBt)^. In iho viljage called ^oina, ther<3 re- 
Bi^dl fi ^f le)>||i^ cut-throaty whp^ for Jus grea^ 
4ipi||;^nt]r at tixa^ ^r^ hi(d A<qMired the p^mme 
oi i^^jrragudp or fh^ ffon; hijs.wife not a wfai^ 
inl^rior |o h|m in spoiikr «:q>kttt9 and courage 
ism h^m^ % t)|^ |[mm$ of Fragoiia,^ a corr^ptioIi 
of f redogoq^? aq nptoriouft kx French hi&toiy. 
Af^ i^he 4e9th pf Ferragudo» his widow used tq 
wnfo thrcHigh th$ icwBta of piii^ witli no o^hfr 
habilka^t IJian » petticoat; ^d iq t|us trim «)i€^ 
V(K|ld present heradf to lonely travellers and 
ex(4te tJMr jokes oq ii^ strsngenm of her ap* 
peiaranoet Tlieuj und^ tjbe pretence of r^vengiog 
tb? ^onty ^^ wpuM £)llow ibem lull asi ^t «sf 
thdf xwi^oBld g<i, Md dr^iwiiig from her wa^^ 
^ laprge loiife^ would eacpfice them tp her offended 
^94#^> n(>^..f<¥K^'l!^w^ ^ "^^ae their pookets of 
yfh^i could fio lo^er hp of use to them* Whe^ 
^ i^ady ine0ih£»r of sppiety diod^ tlte w^trbaod 
of hfix petticoat wa^ fouJDtd ^ contain a greitt 

npitobpr of igoUpi^P^* 

This worth||r p^ir left three sons to perpetuate 
ihpir riicf. I WQut once on a shooting pdrtj with 
a couple of friends^ one of whpm was pprfe^tly 
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aequaiirtied mtix the mbole of thq eountry on the 
aouthem banks of thei Tagus. Wq penetrated 
into the woods in pursuit of game> and went so 
far, that to do otherwise than pass thfi jnght 
there, was out of the question. YTtea looking 
out for Hf spot £Qir our bivouac, we heard some 
goats- bells near us^ and saw at a little distance a 
9hq>Wd and hia cabin. We naturally made toward^ 
it, but very soon repentlsd of so doing; for one of 
my companions recognieed iu tihe . person of this 
gentle shepherd none other than ^the eldest ^on of 
filenhora Domia Fragona, who was then coneealr 
ing himself in the forest, having only aifortnight 
before murdered his own uncle. It was too late 
to retreat, so we craved his hospitaHty, which was 
gpranted with the b6st posMble grace, accompa- 
nied with many regrets that out lodging was not 
more woifthy of us, &c. 

This fellow was six feet at least high^ with a 
sallow podk-marked fac^, piercing eyes, long black 
hair and beard of the same colour, and very broad 
shoulders :-4n short his dress and tout ensemble 
might have affierded a fine assassin subject for a 
painti^., He inwted upon killing .^ young kid 
for our supper ; but aU his own being either too 
old or too young, he said he would run over to 
the place where his brothers' flocks were, and get 
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one from them. Tlds commnnicating with his 
brothers at that hour of the night was in onr esd*- 
taiation worse than no kid at all ; so we olgected 
m thf strongest terms to his leavmg us. It did 
not escape his penetrating eye, that distmrt <of his 
motives induced us to do so, and he repeatedly 
observed '* You have nothing to fear, I and my 
brothers are gente de bem, you are in honorable 
company, &c." But on observing me st^ outside 
the cabin, he very soon followed to see what I was 
about. He caught me in the act of loadmg wilh 
bultets both my barrels, and , asked me why I did 
so? Did I fear any thing? 

'* Yes, I fear the wolves.** 

^' There;^re none here * 

'' The barrels are now both loaded, and I shall 
not unload them.* . 

,He left us at about midnight notwithstanding 
our remonstrances ; and when gone we began to 
conjecture whether he had escaped, from a^fear of 
our endeavouring to deliver him up to justiite ; or 
ivhether he had gone to get his brothers* assist- 
ance and that of their friends, to make sure game 
of U9. In the midst of these r^ections, • fatigue 
got the better of our senses and we slept nearly 
until dawn. Domingos (that was the feUow's 
niffoe) soon after returned, saying that his brothers 
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had apparently changed tiheir pasturage^ for that 
he 'had searched for them in vam. 
. On our takings leave of Um^ he asked me if I 
i^nld return. there to shoot; I answered. in the 
iffirmatire. *' Then^" said he^ (he had an old 
French. Qinsket in the cabin) '' will yon do me 
tiie faivor to b^ng me a pound of English powder : 
you may posdbly not find, me, but you can de- 
posit itin ihe trunk of yonder cork tree, and by 
80 doing you will render me an essential service :" 
I promised that I wouldy upon which he put his 
hand into his waistcoat poeket, wd taking out a 
dollar, added " This is I believe the price of a 
poimd, which I beg you to allow me to. pay before 
hand, as I don't think it likely that you will see 
me ivhen you come*'" This I poeotively refused 
to take, being well determined in my own mind 
never to return to Braba whilst diere was a pro- 
bability of its being so inhabited. 
. ^The quay of the Terreiro do pa^o is the finest 
in Lisbon : it. projects about twenty yards beyond 
the rows of seats, inrhich extend along the water 
Sde ol this superb square ; and terminates in a 
handsome ^g^t (^ marble steps of s^tnicircular 
form. On. each side of the prcgection are also 
flights of marble steps, descending tp low water 
mack. This quay is built upon ; the proloi]igption 
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of a ^m passing through the eetttre of Don Joie'a 
magnificent equestrian statue, which standstill the 
middle of the square. On the pedestal of this 
statue, thwe tmginally was a hronse medal of Iho 
head of the marquis of Pomhal, under whose nui 
nistry it was erected : but on his disgrace, his por- 
trmt waa removed from the pedestal, and a ship m 
frill sail (the Lisbon antas) substituted in its plaoe. 
On b^g iufonned of this^ he is said to. hare am 
sweied ^' It is no wonder ; . the whok country k 
drivwg before the wind.'* 

The AVwd^ga (custom house) occupies the 
whple rang^ of huildixigs on the eastern side of 
the square, with the exception of the extrraaity 
nearest the wat^r, that being the mUitiHry trea^ 
sury. :0n the western side are the oflBces of pub^ 
fie works and the t'oyal library. 

Runging parallel to, and neariy on the prolong 
gation of these sides, are Gdd, and Silver Streets, 
commuuicalin^ with I3ae Ro^ or Inquisition 
l^uarcK. These streets, with others running pari 
raUel to them and intersedang Ihem ab right an« 
gles, are an qoustructed upon the handsomest 
possible plai^ ; and are in &ct'What constkute new 
J^isbon, having hem built since the eartiiquake. 
On ^ther side of tibem are flag-^tone waUds finr 
foot passengers, guarded by rows of stone pilars 
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four wd half feet high aad 9^ about dghteen fee^ 
£rpi9 each ptb^r* These are ealled by, the Portu^ 
guese Jrade$ ^ pedras (stone firifurs) i but the 
kQOwmg opes /d^pomliiate theui rei^er^nies pe-^ 

Prom the abovo quay^ descending the river^ th«r 
fiiBt otgect of notice ia the rpyal marine arsenal 
anddpok-yard} where ships of the line of the largest 
^ are builtt The Portuguese ^pd qf war hava 
always been, for the elegance of their constructionji 
the adniiration of our naval offieeriS. In 1618 the 
p. John Vlth wa^ launched : she is a very hand-» 
scHue shipf rated at 120 guns> but capable of car- 
rying many more^ She was put into coxmnissioii 
in 1819f and ordered to sail for Bio de Janeiro; 
biit ^uioh an order was much more easy to give 
than to execute. To get under sail a vessel of 
that tonnage^ an adequaCe crew was necessary ; 
and the Portuguese navy had be«i so much ne<^ 
glected ai^d so miserably paid^ or rather not paid 
at all^ Ihat no seamen would vdiuntaiily serve ia 
it Presft-gangs were accordmgly set on foot in 
all parts of the dty ; and upon the same principle 
that in France at certain seasons (^ the year all 
dogs are killed who are found unmuzzled^ so all 
young men> seamen or landsmen^ servants or jour- 
neymexl, nigfatmen or coachmen^ who were founds 



44 STATS OF THE PORTUGUESE NAVY. 

without a certificate of exaiq>tion in their pockets, 
were themselves pocketed, and sent in irons to 
i^rve as voliuiteiers on board the Joad Sexto. 
^' With such-a crew it is not surpiising that the 
ship was seven months in moving down from her 
inobrings' oppogite the city to those off Belem Cas- 
tle. > She would perhaps have gone a mile farther, 
but that a small insurgent privateer appeared off 
the Tagu^; landed her casks for water near Cas- 
clies; and did not leave the river -s mouth vnthout 
sending menaces to this huge leviathan. The 
captain of this insolent little corsair had even the 
audacity to land, come up to Lisbon unknown, 
and go to the theatre one night. Before he re- 
turned to the vicinity of Cascaes, he sent his com- 
pliments to several ship owners, adding that he 
hoped to have the pleasure of soon meeting on' 
tiieir way to* India someW their fine vessels, which 
he observed were nearly ready to put to sea. 
. From the Belem moorings another grand at- 
tempt was made to get the D. Jdm a little nearer 
to the mouth of the Tagus. .The volunteers then 
knagining that no other hopes, of escape remained 
for them^ and that when so far^down the river 
they must needs go farther/ no sooner saw: them- 
selves opposite S. Jose de Ribamar (about a mile 
from Belem) than they to the:^ number of ^seventy 
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leaped into the water ^ and swam on shore. The 
same nighty in spite of the sentries^ the remainder 
of the crew alpiost to. a- man followed their^ exam- 
ple^ so that it. was found necessary to get. her 
moored, agai^ off Pa^, d'Aiicos where she reinaipT 
ed until 1820. 

I have already spoken of jdie. swarms of polite 
mendicants whp/.etenially ii^est the court of the 
Portugu^e sovereign. The immense expanse of 
ocean that ^intervenes between Portugal and Bioi^ 
was no barrier against these beggars. Every ves- 
sel^ great, or smaU^ went loaded with them from 
Portug^ ; and no sooner did they succeed in im* 
posing upon lus most faithful majesty's easy ge- 
nerosityj than they sought the earliest means of 
quitting him. It is no wonder then^ that the 
equipment of a ];2&-gun ship >shou]d have occa- 
sioned the pouring in of petitions from aU quarters, 
praying for gratuitous passages to the capital of 
BraziL ^ The commanding officer and all his sub- 
alterns had each their proteg^s^ as had likewise 
almost every petty officer in the ship. The fact 
is, that by one means or other, no less a number 
than twelve hundred passengers contrived to smug- 
gle themselves into this, floating ark. A new set 
of volunteers havings with much difficulty, been, 
collected together in the ix^arine arsenal, were sent 
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cm hoentA closely guarded^ and m the i^ame day 
(wottderfiil to relate) the JodS5 Sexto got furly 
past S. Julian's, and over the bar : not however 
without i^rong symptoms (^ a mutinous disposi- 
tion amongst some of tibe volunteers, and weepoig 
and wailing amongst others. 

A ship of 120 guns, thus despicably manned 
and t^Vei^eroWded with passengeri^, Wa5^ as toighft 
he expected, so prodigious a time on heir passage^ 
that she had been long given up as lost; aiid much 
Credit is indeed due to the officers who Were on 
board of her, that she ever reached h^r destination. 
If ever men deserved reward ht a marine lex^iAt, 
they certainly had a &ir clmm to one. M^y of the 
ptesengers above mentioned, relying^ upon Nossai 
Senhora and the commati^ng c^fiicer,had eiidktked 
without a morsel of provisions ; others, pfeadittg' 
^ igncfrance of the nature of the passage^ had provided 
themselves with a mere basket fidl; and in shorti 
the greatest number of them, havmg limited means, 
had only for object the gating on board, trusting 
that amongst Christians they should not be suf^ 
fbred to starve. 

The consequence was that provisions Very soon 
became short; as did likei/trise the water ; so that 
the whole of this multitudie wei'e soon put on half 
rations of both. Add to this the manner m which 
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they were of necesdty obliged to be stowed away 
at nighty men^ women^ and children^ all huddled 
together^ in a tropical climate ; and ivithout its 
being possible on their account to scrub the decks. 
With all this accumulation of misery^ in so cir- 
cumscribed a space^ and under a vertical sun, it is 
surprising that a plague was not the consequence. 
Had they however remained a month longer at 
sea, they would infallibly have fallen victims to the 
vermin with which Aey were all, without distinc- 
tion, covered. The inhabitants of Rio declared 
that they had never witnessed the arrival of such 
a ship-load of vermin and beggars. 
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RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON, 



Imi^dutely in front of the g^te of the royal 
^senal^ is the Largo do Pelourinho, or pillory 
square^ a name given to it from having in its 
centre a column crowned ivith iron pikes and 
hboks^ on which fidalgos enjoy the privilege of 
haying then: heads exhibited, after decapitation^ 
when convicted of the crime of high treason. 
This column is in open work; being composed of 
Ibur spiral pieces^ constructed and put together 
With such ingenuity and skilly as to excite the 
admiration ' of connoisseurs and the cupidity of 
7unot ; who would have had it carried to France 
but for the arrival of the British. On the ea^t 
^de of the square^ stood th^ beautiful church of 
S. Julian, which was burnt to the ground in X818 
by ^t is said) a principal person connected with 
its accompts who, as they were rather in confii- 
sion, found this the best way of settling them. 

The quay of Sodr^ is, as I have said, the even- 
ing rendezvous of merchants of all nations and 
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costumes. Jews, Turks, and Christians, are here 
seen crowding together to talk over their affairs. 
The ground floors of all the houses have by 
degrees been converted into coffee rooms of the 
handsomest kind, and little inferior to those in 
Paris. _ - 

This place was the scene of embarkation of the 
JFrench troops after the . convention, of Cintra. A 
considerable body of .them had been, for many 
weeks previous to. this event, encamped in the 
adjacent square of S. Paul, where the infection 
proceeding from then: uncleanUness was so great, 
as to cause many of the inhabitants of the neisfh- 
>K,uring houses to dislodge. .Hie fact was tLt 

• 

the irritation of the lower orders of Portuguese 
against them had beconie so violent, ^ that they 
hardly ever dared move out of the camp in any 
direction ; and those who from curiosity, duty, or 
the desire of providing something for their voyage, 
straggled either singly or in small parties from 
the main body, were almost invariably murdered* 
Nothing can plead as an excuse for the brutal 
cruelty of the common people of Lisbon, as they 
in particular had neither lost property nor expe- 
rienced the least ill treatment from the French. 
They would nevertheless fall upon the unanqed 
poldiers unawares ; and dragging them into the 
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corridors each satiated his or Aer vengeance by 
covering their unresisting victims with stabs. I 
pbsefved on one occasion a French dragoon walk- 
ing by himtelf in theHofio : the storm was already 
begiiming.to gatiier round him; men in capotes 
were seen winking at one another^ and forming by 
degrees a cordon about him ; ' and a gallego was 
then deputed to draw him into conversation. His 
attention' being thus diverted, the valentoes (vor 
lidnt men) were enabled to close in upon their 
victim ; unperceived. One, from behind, struck 
hini abnost to the ground with a cudgel, whilst 
finother> on his turning round to defend himself, 
stabbe^Jhim with a ferro de gaiola (bird cage awl) 
in the back. In short, in the space of a few 
jnitiutes, this good looking young soldier wa? 
pedute'd to a shapeless mass, and dragged witli a 
rope tied to his leg through the streets uiitil lite- 
rally devoured by the dogs. 

I must cite another instance of brutality, whidh 
is still more revolting from its being perpetrated 
by a female. Many British oflSc^rs will recollect 
the circumstance : for many witnessed it on the 
quay of Sodre; and, but for their manly and 
humane interference, the. number of atrocities 
committed would have been considerably greater* 
7he French embarked the main body of their troops^ 
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leAvmg the sick and wounded to felbw thsm witb 
Ik very feeble escort. At the momeot of wfaicb 
I speaky some of these poor wretdiss weiie lying 
upon ildie qiiay> waiting for their tdm to be tf aiuM 
poirted into the boats* One partkiilarly amongst 
tiiem was in a situation calculated to excite pty» 
hmng been woimded in the abdomen. He how^ 
ev^ seems to hare provoked quite a different 
fedBng in the mind of the inhuman mimster above 
alluded to ; for she no sooner perceived hk l^lp^ 
less condition^ than she stamped her fodt upon 
him with such bmtal violnice that his intestines 
gushed out^ exclftinung at tiid same tune ^^ monra; 
tAo dsd f^aneez/ die, you FVei^h dog. ^here hi 
Wme salis&ction in adding that^ agonized as he 
wai, the victim sdted a cutkss that lay near Wax, 
and Inflicted a wound acr<^s her legs of which she 
was fikely to fedi %he effects all her Me. 

The catraieiros (shwe-boatHBiien) w^e not . W 
hkA hand on th^r part in turning to advantage 
tibe ^oonfe^n which aceompamed the embairkation 
of ilie French troops^ Whenever they were em* 
ployed to convey on board the transports two or 
(jyree individual officers^ whose baggage looked as 
If it iX)ntained some enviable spoils or bags of 
moneys th^, under pretence of being forced by 
file ^k)lence of the current or upon any t)ther 
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nibtevfiage, m^^ take thaf puaengisrfi mto ibcL 
middle of the Tagiia aii its wideat port^ where 
ealis far mercy or hdpt would be aUko unhetMrd, 
Mid &mt butcher thsm. Then^ eonjiigmQg tb^ 
bodies to the all oomoealiag deep, they would 
woid tiie ohanite of dstoetion^ by Imding with 
thdbr booty on the opposite shoros «nd bidinig 
Aamsehres lor a season in the pine fiM*eots« 

The picture of the £ow wdly barbaritisa of mau]^ 
m^viihials towards isdated soldiers of die Froifib 
army weuld bf ineompiateji if I omutted to ii^exH 
tieQ liukt^ on st<^)piiig one day at Po^odo ffispp> 
a place oendgaous to Lid)(^ on ^ Saeoayem 
ride^ to take seme wine hi a quintOi^ tibe |»wner 
i^tiugly directed my attmitiqn to Beventeen 
iWnidi inuafcets that wa^ rang^ in ardet against 
the wali^ and eiKJaim^d, paining to a spot in tiba 
gardes, '^ There H« their owners.^'rTTrfThe £aet was 
Aat this oourageous patriot used to entice ifc^o 
conidisig WKtches kite his oellar wi^ <o$9ra of ^9r 
tuitotts smiling^ and fiidispi i ntonoated and aal^^^ 
]|ad dispatebfttl them to amikea in etemity. 

^1^ i%ht of ^ Ciif^ do fiodse ^iKoys ieroatfd hi 

meaiiassoa<|twii.ofidoMUgUyifi^M^^ to 
theidianeter of die common peo]de pf Lisbon ; jmd 
Ifcis was not surprising, ooasidoii&g th^ different 
scenes of ^md^ppveiuioiiAiiat I h9^ ^fim wifaiesfied, 
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Fanaticisin is/ with the common people^ one of the: 
most exalted of virtues ; and the greater the atrw 
city committed against those who/ dissent, from^ 
them in religion^ the surer in their imagination is 
their acceptance with the Deity; who/they think; 
regards such acts as an exuberance of zeal enti'r 
tling the author to the highest towards in para^ 
dise. Woe be to any son of Israel who dare show 
his fece in the Lisbon streets on Grood-Friday ; for on 
that day the churches are all thrown open^ andthe[ 
pulpits are continually occupied by fanatical-v and 
ignorant monks^ who relieve one another .through-: 
out the day, pouring forth the most frantic rhap^ 
sodies, comparing all Jews and' heretical protest^, 
ants to the impiotis murderers of our Saviour^ 
and llius exdtiiig the passions of the ferocious 
rabble against them; a!s the ^emies of God* 
• In the course of their ravings, these impostors 
display all their stores of relics ;— a little phitd; 
which^ they affirm to contain some real identical 
drops of the blessed virgin's milk, a lock of hair 
from our' Saviour's head, . the • parings : of Mary 
Magdalen's nails, a real fragm^t of S. John's goat 
skin jacket, aiid, lastly, a bloody rag pretended ta 
have rbeen dipped in the real blood of our Lord; 
This they exhibit accompanied with the most 
phreiuded language, calling upon all good Chrii^-* 
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tiiUQS tb avenge the blood which was shed fof thdic 
salvation. Worked~ up to such a pitch of fanatic 
cal enthusiasm^ it is not astonishing that the cour 
gregation issue fortii in a state of mind resemblii^ 
that of king Clovis of France^ ^ho, after hearing 
a. similar rant from the mouth. of St. Remi^ ex-* 
claimed^ " Que n'etois-je la avec mes Francs pour 
le defendre I'' 

' I was once walking on the Caes do Sodjre, on 
4]ie anniversary of our Lord's Passion, just as ' the 
congregation were issuing from the church of St. 
Paul. A BMTbary Jew, in his oriental costume, 
and apparently unaware of his danger^ was at the 
moment .walking upon iJie* quay. He was no 
sooner perceived by the rabble^ than they addressed 
to him the epithets of Pilate, Judas, Jew, dog, &c. i 
next, fr<Hn words, ithey ]groc6eded to blows; and 
their fanatical brutality carried them so far, that 
some of them held him, whilst others cut off his 

beard and filled his mouth with handsful of filth 

- » • '"...■< 

which they picked up in the street. Their fury 
augmented with their excesses, and the poor Is-f 
raelite would have ended his days in the Tagus, 
but for a British officer in Portuguese uniform, 
who, with the flat of his sabre, dispersed the devout 
cutrthroats in the twinkling of an eye. 
, . At a qpuple of hundred, yards from the Caes do 
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Sc^rS 18 ihe Blbeira nova. Here it held the ftib 
miurket under rows of sheds^ built at right anglea 
in the most symmkrical momker^ with wide flat 
pavement fov foot passengers. The row nearest 
abke city is occupied by fruiterars^ most of whom^ 
moreover^ sell gold and silv^er fish in glass recept 
tades^ parrots, parroquetSji and nc^ unfrequenBy^ 
monkeys. These people, from the drcumstanee 
0f their deaBng with all the seafaring persons who 
land there for provisions, in general speak tol^a. 
ble English. The whole of the other sheds m A» 
square are occuped by fishmongers ; and the stock 
IvMch they exhilHt surpasses in quaMty, variety, 
itnd freslmess, Ijiat of any fish naarket iti Europe. 
They procure their fish from th^ I&avo fish^tnen, 
also from the fishennen who inhabit €he 4atB,vd 
called a Costa, and lastly from &e Catraeiro har« 
pooners. 

These last are the common sh(»^boat-men, w^ 
towards ev^ng start horn tlie quays to which 
iht^ belong, and erosdng the Tegus to take on 
board a c«rgo of dry pne-apples, await the mo- 
ment of Ihe lide being most favourable to begin 
iSieir operations. Over the stem of tiie boat, they 
place an iron 'basket large enough to oontabi a 
dozen fir apples, to which tbey set fire ; a board 
three feet and a half high is then fixed upright 
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aeross the bows ; and concealed in a ineasiire lac* 
hmd this wooden parapet^ stands the harpooner^ 
Waking ^e appearance of his piey^ which is not 
long before it approaches^ so great is the attiia&» 
tkm of the lights particularly if the mght be dark; 
When these boats are in great numbers on the 
lArer, tiie e&ct produced by such a multitude of 
Vivid tordbes is really heautifdl. 

Ail the fish taken on the outside of the liver^ 
or within the bar, is very heavily taxed. When 
landed at the Bibeira nova, a set of fi^ows, em- 
^yed in this kind of excise^ proceed to count it} 
and every tenth Gdi £hey hook up and cast in a 
heap apart for the payment of the tax. As these 
fish go ultimately to the tables of some persons 
mterested in the taxation^ it may well be imagined 
that their satellites take care not to stids: their 
hooks into the smallest. 

Befixre X proceed any forther on my way down 
the mer^ I shall say a word on the Catraios or 
dhore^ats, which I have had occasion to mention 
at difierent times. The length of these boats is 
generaSy about fourteen or fifteen £aet; but their 
vhape is not of Ihat el^aat kind tibat might be 
expected from the dwracteristic beauty of the 
larger Portuguese vessels. f%6y are abo of a 
prodigious thickness cf tindber, very strongly built^ 
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and coDsequenily very heavy. The mast, yardi; 
and sailj are also very dumsy ; so thai the meanest 
little. English, merchantman's hoat, will out-sail or 
out-row them; invariably. . The general colour of 
a'catraio is scarlet/ relieved with stripes of:I)lue> 
white,' yellow, or green. A part of the bows near 
the cut: water is white ; and on this is usually 
p^ted a pair of eyes of a large size, which gives 
the boat a singularly animated appearance a$ it 
approaches you. 

The number of passengers which the after part 
of the boat is capable of accommodating is fifteen 
or sixteen, weU stowed, dose together ; and to 
screen ihese from the sun or rain the boat is pro- 
vided with an awning, such as is represented in 
the plate of the quay of Belem (vide p. 31). A 
number of catraios are constantly plying between 
the fish-market (Ribeira nova) and Belem ; and 
the noise which they make to get passengers is 
truly deafening, each endeavouring to obtain the 
preference over his fellows. For this purpose all 
the avenues to the place of embarkation are clog-^ 
ged with watermen, looking out for arrivals ; and 
no sooner does any one appear than they begin a 
regular scri^mble to get his fcu^opa ; carrymg theii; 
eagerness .sopietimes even $9 seizing persons in 
their arms, and by dint of superior strength con- 
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veying them, whether they will or noi, into thei* 
hoats. 

In this manner it happens not unfrequently ihat 
persons, whose ohject was not that of embarking, 
have been compelled to do so in spite of them- 
selves; for as to remonstrating with these heroes 
it is^ quite out of the question, neither can they 
hear you, so great is the noise made by aU of 
them bawling together. The catraios are aU 
marked with numbers on the bows, upon the 
prindple of our hackney coaches. In so lovely a 
climate as that of Lisbon and in so brilliant an at- 
mosphere, the effect produced by a multitude of 
these boats, highly coloured, moving in all direc- 
tions, is very picturesque and beautiful. 
^ The Falmouth packets are, on their arrival, 
surrounded with them, and the dexterity which 
they display in eluding the vigilance of the cus- 
tom house officers is really surprising; so that 
many forbidden objects are often through their 
mecUum conveyed ashore for the crews, without 
the knowledge of the officers of the packets or 
those of the customs. 

The price usually paid for the hire of a catraio 
for the whole of a day is eight or nine shillings, 
provided you make your bargain previous to em- 
barking. This is an indispensable precaution, for 
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the IxMtihQli will oiherwise be' shameless enough i 

to ask a moidore^ or sometimes even a six mil four 
{SGr«)pieee. It is very pleasant to embark m oue of 
jtbese boats mik a companion or two for the pur- 
pose ofjshoo^g gullsand divers at the mouth of the 
river^ where the latter abound ; as do also^ in the 
19ardinia season^ very large albatrosses. But these 
are difficult to bring down^ without a very long 
barrel, as they generally keep at a respectable 
dastance*- 

Those who are fend of these water excursions 
visually betake tiiemsdves to returning from the 
'moiith of the river, when they perceive that the tide 
be^s to ebb. They are then compelled to keep 
near the shore, by which they reap two advantages, 
;Qiai of a counter current, and the amusement of 
flhixrfing massaricos (a large species of sand lark) 
numerous flocks of which are seen all along the 
tandy beach giving it a speckled appearance. For 
individuals whose time is limited, and who are 
isonsieqtieiitly unable to go to such, distances from 
the city a$ to find 4he larger species of game, a 
pleasant day's sport may be had at a place called 
Juncal, innnediately round Tfefaria point on the 

r ■ • * 

Opponlte banks of the river's mouth. This place is 
a species of brake, interspersed with little marshy 
s^pots, and abounding in most f;easons-witfa snipes 
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Imd quBiI: partridges dlso are not unfinecpientfy 
found there. 

fiefime I terminte sly aocoont of the catxaioSy I 
must not overlook one of the most intercBtuigpux^ 
paces to vhich they are allied* I mem that» 
m the summer months^ of conveying parties to dif- 
ferent ^ts m the river fw the purpose of bath- 
mg« At an early hour in the mornings whde 
£B»n]ies are seen movmg do^m to the di&rent 
^[uaySj followed by servants carrying buncUes <€ 
Imen and other bathing apparatus* At this hour 
no ooiilu^on or noise is pero^[>tible^ as it is usual, 
to lure these boats for the whde bathing season* 
The place most generdlly resorted to is the beadi 
of Jimqtieira> opposite to the pata*iarch's palace; 
and hither hundreds of boats from dzflPerent parts 
^ the <iity repair at all hours of the moming vtp 
to as late as ten or eleven o'clock. 

H^e they are moored in fotur or five fi^et water^ 
and the awning is lowered and carefully tied 4^vm 
on ail sides^ so that the females of the tsmShf can 
undress as privately as in their own bed rooms* 
They thus equip Aemselves in their baling 
gowns^ whidi are made of very thick wodlen^ to 
prevent the posal»lity of the outline of the body 
being discernible* Thb is a precaution however 
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not observed by all, nor even' by the' greatest ^ 
number, who for the most part wear a flowing 

robe * of printed calico which is' no' sooner wet, than ^ 

sticking close to the skin, it exhibits even the j 
xnovements of the muscles as clearly as if no gar- . t 
m^its were on them. 



. Thfe males of the bathing party undress in the 
fere part of the boat, and putting on a woollen 
jacket and breeches leap into the water and swim 
jabout, until the ladies announce that th^ are 
ready. The gentlemen then receive thepij hold- 
ing their hands whilst they descend two or three^ 
moveable stairs on the boat's side, and assist tihem 
in jumping off into the water. Here, great sput- 
tering^ spatterinjg^, squeaking, screeching, snee^ 
ing, and snorting, is heard on all sides. High 
jokes and low jokes then prevail ; the latter are. 
rfjhiefly observable, when a short thick lady of 
prodigious h^k. (a common sight) is descried 
scranibling up the ladder in her wet cotton gar- 
ment, reseimbling a porpoise, and nearly capsizing 
tlie boat with her weight. 

At the moment when the bathing boats were 
Ittost liionerous . along the beach, I huve not un- 
ffequently seen the Alcantara regiment of cavalry 
receive t>rders to bathe and ride into the water in 
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total nudity^ swimming about on their horses 
through the intervals of the boats to the no small 
discomfiture of tl^e bathers. 

'. People who dislike this mode of bathing need 
only repair to the quay of the Black Horse square 
or to that of the fish market ; off which^ at a con- 
venient distance^ there are floating baths upon the 
very best principle and on very moderate terms. 
But for good swimmersy the best place is the mid- 
dle of the river^ or else the beach on the opposite 
side near Sarmento's wine cellars^ where the 
water is much clearer^ and unsullied with the* filth' 
of the city and shipping. . Between this spot and 
the village of Trefaria, is a bed of the finest pos- 
sible description of oysters^ totally different from 
ttiose in general which are found in this climate^ 
having been originally sown there by an English 
epicure many years ago. 

Persons who dislike bathing tram the boats^ and 
whose means are too limited to allow of their fire- 
quenting the floating baths for a whole season^ 
generally repair in the morning early or else in 
the evening, to any of the beaches that are known 
to have a good sandy bottom. The best of these 
are a part of the beach at the packet stairs^ the 
beach of Pedroi90s, or if they live at the upper 
extremity of the city, that of the Cruz da Pedra. 

r 
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In these places tiiere is generally some old man 
or womw with a tent erected^ in which females 
undress and equip themselves in their bathing 
gowns. 

I have frequently walked into the water with a 
dozen of ladies^ and have held their hands whilst 
they ducked their heads under water. Ladies, 
whose garden doors open immediately upon the 
beach> undress in their summer houses, and walk 
into the water holding by a rope, one end of which 
is £Bstened inside their door. This kind of bath-r 
ing cannot of course be productive of so much 
good as the sudden hnmersion by plunging in 
headlong ; but as there is no case in which ladies 
can indulge in the latter way, the walking in can- 
not be more unwholesome than the manner of 
entering the water in a floating bath. 

The Portuguese faculty recommend bathing for 
all kinds of disorders or complaints; and it is well 
perhaps that they do so. For were this not the case, 
nine tenths of the females of Portugal would never 
have experienced an ablution since their baptismal 
one : — not even a single washing of their faces in 
the morning with a towel; which latter opera- 
tion they usually perform with no greater rigour 
than merely by moistening the tip of a hand- 
kerchief or towel in their mouths and rubbing it 



WANT OF CLBANLINESS IN ALL CLASSES. 67 

over their forehead^ eyebrows^ and nose« I heard 
a gentleman of rank, yiho had been in England 
and imbibed in some measure our habits of clean- 
liness, observe to his daughter, '^ My dear, have 
you washed your face to-day f* " Nad meo Pai, 
my face is not dirty I beUeve, therefore what need 
is there that I should wash it T 

The males have their own peculiar species of 
uncleanUness, which consists, amongst other things, 
in seldom shaving oftener than once per week. 
So that you often see them in company with 
beards nearly an inch in length. Blacky bristly, and 
like clothes brushes. 
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RAMBLE THROUGH LISBON. 



About half a mile below the fish market^ on that 
part of the river side called by the English Bull- 
bay^ stands the mint^ of all the Portuguese public 
edifices the most unworthy of notice ; I mean from 
the meanness of its structure. It is easily recog- 
nized on the street side^ from the circumstance of 
its guard and sentries^ furnished by the infantry 
in garrison^ and occasionally by the marines. The 
court-yard wall of this building is the place of 
exhibition for the Portuguese taste for caricatur- 
ing ; and nothing under heaven can be more piti- 
ful than their attempts at this or any other branch 
of drawing. 

No country in Europe has produced so limited 
a number of poets and painters as Portugal Of 
the fpmier^ Camoens is yclept the prince ; but he 
might as justiy be termed a plural unit^ compris- 
ing in himself prince and subjects^ none other of 
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note having appeared before or afiter him. For 
we cannot number among the children of pure 
inspiration^ Manoel Maria Bocage, the Piron of 
Portugal, whose writings, although fiiU of all the 
fire and genius of a truly poetical mind, are from 
their nature deserving of being totally excluded 
from general perusal. Of painters to whom Por- 
tugal has ^ven birth, I shall speak on some other 
occasion. 

In coasting down toVriu*ds Alcantara, nothing 
remarkable farther meets the eye, but numberless 
com granaries at the water's edge. The packet 
stfflTs, before alluded to, when enumerating the 
different places of disembarkation, are the worst 
of all of them, owing to the high rock of almost 
perpendicular steepness which it is necessary ta 
descend by a narrow zigzag foot path, unprotected 
on the side. nearest the water, and therefore of 
course, a very dangerous passage at night. 
* I recollect the circumstance of a tape selling 
contrabandista (smuggler) falling over this rock* 
and being killed ; and as he naturally had not^ 
time to confess himself before he expired, his body 
was given over for dissection to the hospital of 
S.Jose. : After which, he being a prodigiously cor-^ 
pulent man, a quantity of human oil was extracted 
from him beyond any thing before heard of. This* 
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i£i reckoned by the Portu'guese faculty an excellent 
specific for making ladies' hair grow again^ who 
have lost it in consequence of malignaht fevers 
(febres malinas). It is also recommended to be 
used by friction on dislocated joints in order to re- 
duce inflammation. In the last instance the Portu- 
guese are not singular^ for the French execution- 
ers ill all the principal towns make a commerce 
of' pigip grease in little pots^ which they pretend 
is real human lard^ extracted from the carcases of 
guiUotined men. 

Near the mouth of the river of Alcantara^ is a 
convent of nuns^ one of whom not long ago was 
accused of holding commerce with ^the devil^ for 
which ptlrpose she is ssdd to hava<frequently passed 
a good part of the night in a place where the 
other nuns only remained a few moments at a 
time. But upon close investigation, when the 
convent was about to be exorcised, it was disco- 
vered that the evil one used, by means of a silk' 
ladder let down from above, to cHmb up to the 
little windoW' overhanging the river, having pre- 
viously assumed the semblatxce of the girl's con- 
fessor: a truly diabolical and scandalous expedient, 
hardly excusable even on the score of love. 

The river, or rather rivulet, or stream, of Al- 
cantara, ^fter passing under the grand arch of the 
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superb aqueduct^ built by Don Emanuel^ to the 
northward of the dtj, meanders through a beau- 
tiful valley enriched with orange groves, until it 
arrives At the bridge called Alcantara and then 
contributes its mite to the aggrandisement of the 
majestic Tagus. There is nothing remarkable in 
it here, or rather nothing that ever attracted my 
notice, beyond the immense quantities of fine 
chesnuts, which are brought in boats from Al- 
garve as to a depot, and here purchased by retailers 
and chesnut roasters. 

With the exception of the ground occupied by 
the garden of the Conde d'Alva, the whole of the 
river's side between Alcantara and the beach of 
Junqueira is occupied by dockyards belonging to 
Englishmen ; some of whom have amassed good 
property, thanks to the number of lame dueis as 
they term tbem, which the rough weather m win* 
ter obliges to have recourse to them for repair. 
The most considerabjie of these dockyards is that 
of which a Mr. Shealey is proprietor ; a man aa 
remarkable for his hospitality, as for intelligence 
in his profession. 

Immediately behind this establishQient. is situ- 
ated, on the top of a small but steep hill, the church 
of S. Amaro, the ascent to which is by a spacious 
flight of steps where a fair is held on that saint s 
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day. S* Amaro is the patron saint of the galle- 
gos, and other beasts of burden particularly ; and 
his department being a branch of the Esculapan 
one^ that of curing sore legs^ bruised legs^ wd 
broken legs^ it is no wonder that in this class of 
men should be found the greatest number of his 
¥ot^es. ) ^o sooner does one of these poor de- 
luded wretches recover the use x>f a fractured 
limb^ after perhaps three months' confinement^ 
than he repairs to S. Amaro's altar, depositing on 
the steps of the same a bottle of oil to feed tiie 
ever-burning lamp of the shrine; and after air 
taching to some part of the church a little waxen 
leg» emblematical of that which has been cured^ 
be prostrates himself for a considerable time be^ 
fore the image of S. Amaro with the most earnest 
thanksgivings for performing so miraculous a cure. 
I need not say what becomes of the bottle of oil, 
as any one will be sufficiently acquainted by 
this .tim& with Portuguese priests not to require 
being told that it is employed in frying their fish 
and savouring their sallad ; the ever-burning lamp 
bdng only lighted a little before the opening of 
the door& 

The beach of Junqueira although a catraio sta* 
tion is an exceedingly inconvenient landing place 
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at all times^ but particularly at low water owing 
to its extreme shallowness. The boatmen are in 
the latter case obliged to take the passengers on 
their shoulders^ and carry them sometimes two 
hundred yards to place them on terra firma. I 
once saw a very fat friar borne along in this man- 
ner : he either sat not properly astride, owing to 
his cumbersome dress^ or else the man was not of 
an adequate strength to carry such a heap of 
blubber. I know not which, nor does it signify; 
but when at a few paces only from the boat, both 
priest and porter went* down together with a pro- 
digious splutter, to the no small amusement of 
every one who witnessed the scencr Some sol- 
diers passing in a boat at the time kept caUing to 
his reverence *' Abra a boca e tenha f6" — *' open 
your muzzle and be of good fBuith." 

On the lower side of this beach begins the 
famous rope house, built under the ministry of 
the marquis of Pombal. It contains besides the 
rope walk many government work-shops, of dif- 
ferent kinds. This place is also a species of house 
of correction, or of hard labour for women of the 
town, who may have been guilty of some remark- 
able excesses ; but chiefly for those who by witch- 
craft have undermined the ^health of some holy 
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men' and are therefore sent, h^e to expiate their 
offences^ it no longer being practicable to consign 
them to the dungeons of the Inquisition. 

On that side of Belem square^ which is paraUd 
to the quay, k seen the royal riding house, a neat 
and tastefiil edifice ; but where thie nature of the 
instruction is so absurd that it is difficult to con- 
sider with any diegree of patience the buckram 
lessons which the pupils receive. Contiguous to 
the riding house, are the terrace and court-yard of 
the queen's gardens, at the entrance of which 
there is a serjeant'^ guard. In this court are de»s 
tor different wild beasti^ once maintained there 
for curiosity ; and above the court, to the right, 
to which you ascend by a flight <rf marble stairs, 
is a beautiful terraoe haying on one side of it very 
extensive aviaries, where there were formerly kept 
some very fine and rare birds of prey. I say for- 
merly, because after the king's departure for 
Brazil, all these poor prisoners were starved to 
death; the keepers thinking it more expedient 
that Christiatts should eat the meat allowed for 
them plentifully^ than that it should be applied to 
the use of brute beasts. The poor animals thus 
dragged on for some short time a miserable exist- 
eoce, living solely upon the cakes or other little 

trifles which the curious, who came there to see 

8 
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them^ usually brought in their pockets^ for them^ 
until they ended their career by absolute inanitioUi 
Amongst these famished victims, was a very fine 
lion^ a hippopotamus^ an elephant, and some Smaller 
beasts^ a' pair of very fine eagles^ a king of the 
vultures and other birds* 

On the left hand side, at the top of the court, 
is the door communicating with the gardens, 
wMdli upoii application is opened by a porter 
who receives a trifling fee for his trouble. This 
garden is like all others of the kind in Portugal^ 
laid out in a stiff symmetrical manner, which 
effect IS still heightened by the sides of the walks 
(formed in very high box or laurel) being clipt so 
as to resemble walls* At the extremity of each 
walk is a single statue of some appropriate hea« 
then deity ; and at the intersections of several 
walks there are groupes of the same, all in white 
marble, and very well executed. But although 
these statues bear the attributes of those whom 
they are meant to represent, the general igno* 
ranee is so great that they are not unfireqiiently 
taken for Nossa Senhoras and respected as such. 
I even recollect a fact at Cintra of a certain old 
catholic lady having been found on her* knees 
before a Venus de' Medici in the marquis of Ma- 
rialva's garden. 
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The high trees in the queen's garden at Belem 
consist chiefly of a species called by the Portu- 
guese alfaroheiras from the fruit (alfarohas) 
which they bear. This fruity when ripe, resembles in 
some measure a dried up bean-pod of a deep ma- 
hogany colour ; the pod is the only part which is 
eaten and it has a very luscious flavour. The 
bean is exceedingly hard and of a flattened round 
shape* At the upper extremity of this garden is 
the palace; which in point of structure hardly 
deserves the name. During' the absence of thef 
royal family, it was converted into government 
offices; and at a certain time of the year the so- 
cretary of state held his levees there, after hearing 
mass : an invariable rule with D. Miguel Forjaa^ 
and which together with his general character for 
devotion procured him, in a certain periodical 
work, the appellation of the Militar-Theologo. 

A little below Belem square, is a small fruit 
market. I should not take notice of this place, 
but for the circumstance of its having in the midst 
of it a coliunn, marking the spot on which stood 
the palace of the marquis of Tavora who, witli 
the whole of his family including even the chil- 
dren, was under circumstances of the most horrid 
cruelty put to death for high treason against king 
Joseph. His palace was rased, its site ploughed 
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iip^ salt strewed on the spot^ and the presient 
oolumn erected to . perpetuate his ignommy- 
When it was afterwards clearly proved that the 
Jesuits had been the authors of the whole plot 
(for the destruction of the king), that body with 
their usual cunning inculpated some innocent and 
loyal noblemen, whose families were in corise- 
<}uence exterminated from the face of the earth. ^ 
At about three hundred yards from the. above 
memento of Jesuitical villainy, stands the convent 
of Belem * belonging to the order of S* Jero- 



* ^' The real name of this magaificent edifice is Bethlem 
which the Portuguese write and pronounce Belhn.; it is situ- 
ated in a village of the same name, and there is, on the banks 
of the Tagus, a fort called Belem. The church seen from a 
distance has the appearance of a prodigious building, but on. a 
near inspection is a beautiful, and regular edifice, worthy of the 
king D. Manuel, not however so much for its beauty and mag- 
nificence as for the extraordinary nature of the design and 
execution of it. 

" Here are the beautiful tombs of king Manuel, and queen 
Maria, which are of a piece with other noble monuments here 
found in great numbers, it being the burial place of many 
kings and queens, princes and princesses, whose tombs are 
distinguished by resting on elephants and are adorned with 
crowns and escutcheons. 

** The convent is of the fathers of S. Jeronimo, and has 
room for two hundred friars ; the cells are spacious and well 
aired, with a view of the Tagus in front, and looking in rear 
upon orange groves, at once, enchanting to the eye, and de* 
licious for their fragrance. The revenues of this monastery 
amount to neaiiy eight thousand ducats ; and besides the gar- 
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nimb^ tlie outside of whicb (dfeirs ndthutig remark* 
Mt, Being on ufiseemly wall strengthened 4>y 
ttiany projectii^ buttresses^ and crowiiad mth 
some remaining fira^ents of a battlement com^ 
posed of ornamental cioix pat6es. A few'imse** 
tabje Utilile windows^ hlsre and there betureaa: the 
buttresises, are rendered siill uKire miserable and 
ragged in iheir appearance . by a: pared of > dirty 
flower . pots heterogenebusly fixed ' about them^ 
Hie gjfdund floor between the buttresses is let 
out to owners of grog shops* ^ The entrance^ 
which is at the eastern eictremity^ is said to be a 
Very fine specimen oi gothic architecti;be:- it may 
be considered eis such by those who^have not se&i 
our own gothic caihedralsl This was form^ly 
'the burial place of the kings of Portugal; but. of 
late they have' been interred dn the monastery of 
S. Vicente de Fora. * Contiguous to the <^nYent 
is a beautiful orangeiy, belonging to the mmks> 
the fruit of which ii always bought u{> at an early 
season when yet unripe^ foi: exportation. 

In one of the galleries/ you are shewn the full 

dens destined for pleasure and recreation, the conybnt haijk an 
extenuye park appertaining to it, which pwrndes the* mQnks 
with com, wine, and every species of fruits. This park is 
wailed round ; and the convent, church, and dependencies 
are all built of stone," — Farin e Souza e GoeZf c. 53. ^.'h 



kbgth portnlitg o£ all Ife kin|(S 4itPaiiiigal fifOltt 
tbe IffiBic^^f D« Alfotaso Henriqmz.f Tbe body^ 
tiie ehorch 10 very worthy of itttention^ pwtici^ly 
fte seats of theprindpal^digiutaries^ wfiich are mada 
ef a finely polished dark coloured wood ex^qpiilitdy 
wrought. In another part of the buSding yim 
are shewn a Tery curious dd numuscript bible# 
Tbe oxgall is idso very .fine; but iihere tae wi 
paintings id this eatfaedral worthy of m^ioe. 
> Bdem Castle'* now standi Ugh and d^ ; bat 
I Temdnd)er Ibe time wjhen at high watc^ eTen 
large boals oould sinl round it. . Theehttoge is 
owing; to ib^ adcumulafioR of smd ooeasioned by 
the situation on which liie e£fioe is buiU^ I shall 
i|bt ei^ mto a descr^tidQ of ibis towery it being 
already so wefi known ; but I shall confine myself 
to aecomiting for a certiiii gonHshot wound ob* 
serivdile on tb^ front wUeh inmiecBately tsBces the 
rivW« Biuring, iwr lat^ imsimdeiistandii^ wiiii 
America, a Pritish Mgate and ah Americlui sloop 

^ 'Mn the middle of tbe river ia seen a sqaare towei^ which 
may be considered as the citadel of die metropolis, and which 
all vessels that enter the port must salute, presenting to the 
eonunandant then* ^lills of heldth and passports^ it has a well 
fortified |^ee of anns provided with camioa : oonvenienGes 
below fo serve as granaries when required and others above, 
wfceie slate prisoneis are coafined/'-^-nForjn eSmtxu e'Qoetk 
c, o3. p/'i. 
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rf war were hpang in the Tag^s. The latter^ be^ 
11^ deiirona of sailfng, Jeered that the British 
firagateishoiild bei^priaod of the Li8ben^]M»t4aws ;> 
wJiieh, in oases fike the present^ enact that no 
Y»8S6l shaU leare the Tagm in purspit of another 
luatil eight and fori^ hours from the time V her 
sa^g. The British cQimnander however t^Xk(yfeit 
flie Aoi^aean ahnost imoiedyateiy jofiter she had 
dropped down the ri^er ; bst on arriv^ abreast 
o^BeUm Tow;9r> he was hailed and then fised at^ 
This was no sooner done tlum (his guns being in 
veadiness lor the American) be returned the com- 
pliaaent t^oree^dd ; twa of the ^t missed dis 
tower and w^nt into the fields h^nd^ b^t one of 
tiiem better aimed inflicted the wound above men- 
lioBed. 

On the western side of the tower^ on the beach/ 
is the health fOiQee, with which aS vessels are 
ol]^ged te communiei^e on th^ a^riva}, previous 
to being allowed firatiqne. Here manj ineon-^ 
venienees often occur owing to the eensunmiate 
ignorance and want of ediication m some of its 
(^cial people* It once happened that an indivi^ 
dual wished to land a box j which had e&me in a 
vessel from Maarseffles. A contagious fever was 
known to rage at that >time in Malaga. The of- 

g2 
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fic6r to whom the application was made ohsenred^ 
that he could not sanction the landing of the hox» 
as it came from an infected port ; it was in mn 
represented to him that Marseilles and Malaga 
were two very distinct places ; and even when a 
map of the Mediterranean was set before him and 
the points in question clearly shewn, he contented 
himself with placing his thumb on Malaga and 
his little finger on Mar$eillea^ ^ding^^'No, no, it 
cannot land, 'tis all the same thing, there is only: 
the distance. of a span.** 

• Having arrived thus far down the. river's side, I 
shall retrace my steps and speak of objects and 
persons juH as they may happen to occur to me, . 
Behind the convent of S. Jeronimto is. a street: 
leading up along the waU of the queen's garden 
to the church called the Mdmoria; erected in 
commemoration qf th<^,kiiig (jQseph)'s escape when- 
attacked by the monkish regicides. The spot on^ 
which the edifice is built, is precisely that where: 
the royal carriage was fired at. It is almost 
solely composed of a circular dome^ very similar 
to that of the new convent, and is built of the 
same materisJs, a fine white species of marble, 
brought at considerable expense from the quarries- 
near Mafra. This building commands the. finest 
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^ew ihiaginable botb of the ciiy^ th^ river above 
and* below it, and a great extent of country on 
the other side g£ the water. 

Not far from the Memoria is tUe mimenm. 
Here may be seen^ as in all museums^ «a numfa^ 
of curious things, and also the stu£Ped skins of 
the poor beasts and birds that were starved by 
their keeper in th^^ court-yard and aviaries of the 
queen'3 gardens at Belemr Adjoining the tnu-^ 
seum iB a small botanical garden for exotic plants ; 
but in this, as in every other department, the 
king's absence at Rio has been productive of no 
amelioration, and pilfering of every kind has been 
carried on with impunity. 

The king's palace of the Ajuda is a most pon** 
deroixs edifice ;* that is, the wing which Was nesirly 
finished in 1819. This, like most Portuguese un* 
d^rtakings, was*^ begun on a colossal scale> and 
Uk^ them ajso^ will probably never be finished. 
In size, shape, and extent, it resembles Solomon's 
temple (that is, the drawings which we see of it) 
more than any thing I ever saw. Over the grand 
entrance are some colossal statues, of a taste as 
clumsy as the brazen gentleman in HydcrPark. 
It is impossible to calculate the expense of the 
bmlding of this palace ; and I am convinced that 
no estimate of the probable charge was ever made 
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pf^ous ta teginnibg it^ or it nevlst would hmro 
lieen lindertakelk It h, like aH othletr grbat 6di« 
fices in Portugal, constructed with ioHii^se ttiassett 
of marUe btoBght from Mafra; and when we 
consider the duu*ge ^ extracting each of theiMf 
gfigantic rbcks from the qudrries, that of ctittHi^# 
polishing, and pladng them, tod htttiiy the thou^ 
satids of bullockji and cartj» eioj^fifed in the tran^ 
port frdm Mafra at the avei^age hire of from 
fiirty to fifty shillings p^ diem toch yoke, we 
shall be lost in calculation c^ the expense. 

There is tiodiing particular about the internal 
decorations of the palace, excepting the paintings 
with which the walls of the aportinents axe be«^ 
daubed, and which are toeitiarkaUe fbr bad talBte 
smd pitiftd execution. ' The situation of this pa^ 
lace is much superior tb that of the Nfecessidades t 
iaoA it commaads as fine a view almost as db^s the 
Me6ioria already meiiti6ned, bdng ^etty nearly^ 
of an equal height above the river* 
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Of Buenos Ayres a great deal has been said; it 
beii^ the place of residence of most Engfish fami- 
lies, and particularly of those of our countrymen 
and countrywomen who,, suffering from puhno- 
nary comfplaints, are usuaUy advised by their pro- 
fessional attendants to remove to this climate, 
when they see no chance of being able to make 
them drag out their existence many weeks longer. 
It is difficult to define the boundaries of whart 
people please to call Buenos Ayres ; there being 
but one street of that name/ and which is less 
than any other, considered as such. There is a 
second street running up out of the main street, 
and at right angles wiih it and the river, called 
Rua de S. F. de Paula; the houses at the top 
and on the left hand of which I consider to be the 
western boundary of Buenos Ayres. 

' The backs of these frontier houses command a 
beautiful uninterrupted view of the mouth of the 
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river^ of Alcantara^ Junqueira^ the palaces of 
Ajuda and the Necessidades; while in the distant 
scenery is included the fishermen's village of Tra- 
faria, the isolated fort Bugio in the middle of the 
entrance^ fort S. Julian^ Cascaes &c. These 
houses are^ as may be imagined^ exceedingly 
dear, and are cHefly occupied by English, The 
Rua do Prior running off from them at right angles^ 
md <^ cour^ p^allel with the Ti^s^ is just fiuffi- 
d&Bltljr 6n t&e brow of thie hill to be sdtened hi 
rear from the fic^h wiAd. Almbst all t^e l^ouses 
in diis street are hotels, k^t either by English- 
mieni i>i hy people who speak English^ The af^ 
.oommbdat»>n8 are very good, in so far as th^ 
harfaouJr perhaps ' a fbw less bugs than elsewhete ; 
and the View from the houses is for the present 
Wfobi^faructed l)y any blnldings in front, the ground 
hdv^ occdpied as a fruit alid kitchen garden. 

It 'appeiu» t(>: me extmofc)ditiary how anyone 
t^ould coMeirij^te the majesty of the Tagus, as 
Seen from Reeres' Hotel, and not be struck with 
tW grandeur of the scenes Can any one who hm 
oidy seen omr rivulets, consider itith indi£fel:enee ia 
river whose breadth opposite the city measures at 
least ten miles ? That person must be stmlgdiiy 
influenced by nationid prejudice who do«dd do 
otherwise than ooiifess that our Thames; with all 



it$ g^anjeuiTj is in comparison with thb but a 
mere ditch. 

The streets above n^ntioned, together with that 
of the Sdcarament, coniititute what is generally vaae- 
d^stodd by Buenos Ayres. It is in this place^ in a 
kne at the extremity 6f Ruo do Prior, that the 
sighab at^ made on the appearance of any vessels 
off the bar ^ attd numbers c^persoits^ interested Iti 
th^ arrival of the Falmouth packets or othisr ships^ 
are continually sben> straining their eyes with inr 
t^kse anxiety through spy glasses directed on the 
horizon, and hoping that any speck that becomes 
vidihle may prore t6 be the wished for object. 

H^e: dido a fair trateller dedates that she saw 
what, duri&g a residence of many years, I could 
never perceive, crowds of Sebastianistas looking^ 
out fot the. arrival of their patron. Thbt there 
are persons weak enough to believe in the conti-* 
Bued e^£ftMce of king Sebastian ii undoubted ; 
inde^ I have been intimately acquainted wiA 
several : but that ^theff push the mania so far a& 
to crowd About Buenos Ayres hall to watch for 
his arrival, or that they ever make anything ccm* 
ceitiing him a topic of conversaticm, I * never wad 
able to observe^ I therefore believe that some 
persons must have misled that amiable and in 
many points very accurate authoress, into a per- 
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snasioh t)\ht every old fashioned Lisbon- iiiercluint^^ 
ivith a three pointed hat and bob wig holdii^ w 
glass In his hand, was an e^qiectant Sebastianist, 
skkce^that is the dress whieh is i^pposed ta dis^ 
tinguish that Sect, if such it may be called. As> 
it/ may not be improper here to say sometlmiig^ 
about the Sebastianistas, and Uy give a cle^ddea^- 
of the t>rigin of so absurd a sect, I shall for the 
information of those who may not have taken the 
trbu&le to inforioti themselves on this point of Por- 
tuguese history, give a brief account, of Don Se- 
bastian's reign and disappearance. 

This prince, at the age of three y^ars, suc- 
ceeded to the throne on the death of his uncle 
John in., on the 6th of June, 1557* Buraig the 
king's minority, the reins of government were 
confided to his^^andmother, queen Catherine, 
who acted with such vigour and prudence, that- 
she compelled the Moors, who had laid siege to 
Mas^agfio with an army of 80,000 men, to aban- 
don that enterprise, as well as the attempted re- 
duction of all the other strong places held by the 
Portuguese on the African coast. Notwithstand- 
ing^ the illustrious qualities of this queen, the 
natural aversion which the Portuguese could not 
help manifesting to the government of a woman^ 
and above all a Spanish woman, became at last 
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TO evident, that she voluntarily resigned the re- 
gency into the hands of her brother in law, the 
cardinal D. Henriquez, great uncle to the king. 
: At the age of fourteen, the young monarch 
took upon himself the government of his king- 
dom, and began from the earliest period to give 
proo& of the injudicioiis manner in which he had 
been educated. So false were the ideiets which 
had been instilled into his mind, that he regarded 
jC!hristianity as consisting chiefly of a mbrtat 
haired towards Miisselmans. I shall pass over iii 
silence the numbierless difficulties which accom^ 
j[>anied the beginning of his reign, by reason of the 
bad advice of . his counsellors, and the intrigues of 
tlutt detestable body of men the Jesuits. 
; In 1574, the king began to shew his love of 
enterprise; for having invited some of his nobleii 
lb, a himt, he suddenly embarked and set sail with 
them, ; unprovided with necessaries of any kind> 
for the coast of Africa, whither he had previously 
despatched the Prior of Crato with a few hundred 

men. On his arrival there, he sent back orders to 
the duke dAveiro to join him with his people, and 
to bring with lum as .many Volunteers as he might 
be able, td assemble. This was no sooner done> 
iMn he betook himself to a number of small in. 
rp^^ exposing, his person in the most imminent 
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3^jm, mthtot, hQirowi»« ludbrtiddiig ait^ tUsg 
^ jx\om0at He returoed shortly after to Liafaoq^ 
afil;er ej^perioncing. on liis pMsage the ,m(tat tem«- 
pettuoui irestjier ; and hb arrival wps celebrated 
mth sudi demcHifitratioiis of jay, as most ]iaiv4 
caused bim the most lively aaiisfEuctipiaL 
. The &iiitiessne88 of thi& wild cn^ditioB, far 

migm&it his desiro of conquering all Afirica. SucH 
IMS his infatuation that, to be in favour with him, 
it was necessary ti> applaud his prefects; and a 
Gircumstance soon occuhred which finrored his ar* 
dent wishes. Mnley Mahom^, ki^g ci Vez and 
of Morocico^ had beeu dethroned by his uncle Mn^ 
ley Moluco; and in the beginning of the war be- 
tween fheae two princes the regeoit of Portugal 
had aen£ o£fers of suceour to Mahomet, w|m> re^ 
fiised them with cont»Eiptv But seeing Imnsdf 
beaten, and having solieited in vain the assislanoe 
of the king of Spain, he had at last reeeuise to 
Sehaatian; aodto render him propitious he gam 
up to him Arzik, which his fitther had wrested 
from the Fortuguese. Ko^iing could be mora 
agneeaUe to the king's desires. He therefore set 
off into Spain to solicit the su]^MHrt of bis uiide 
Phifip H. ; who bttng unable to dissuade Ins no* 
phew from so tU advised an undertaking, concluded 
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tile' interview faj prbnuHolg to 'tssmt bim . wUh 
.fifty^gdl^ioid^fiyethotusaiidmeiL Hemor^otFfff 
is^nt the captain Aldflm^ an oflEbcx of cbMiamittte 
espenence, to Africa^ in order to aaeortain esMtty. 
how matters Atood there; bat notwith^Hsaii^Qg. tbe 
nitfanroraUie report of this eavi^, the king qf 
Portugal's resolution remained unsbaiken. 

Tbp old qoiaen and the cardinid Hennquez^ fi>r- 
getting thfiir mutual hatrod to eaidi other» united 
l^beir eflbrts to persuade tiie king to deaist £rom his 
purpose*. But fidling in their attempts^ the &ndier, 
died shortly after of grief; and the latter retired, 
to Evora, rdusing to see his nephew or to accept 
of &e regency during his Absence. ..The king 
mereover received a letter from Muley Moktco, 
statmg that he had dethroned, in the persoQ of hia 
nephew Mttley Mahomet, the most unprindcpled of 
tyrtets uid assassins, and one altogetlier unworthy 
df'^ebastkn's assistance : adding thfit if the king' 
of Portiogal would clesisrt from his threatened in^ 
vasion, he woidd add to the Portuguese posses* 
aons iii Africa a pottign of cultivated l^id of ten 
miles iM^eadtii rouiid each towp. Those lidid by 
tfie Portuguese at that time were Ceistaa Tangier, 
ArsMa and Mazi^|Ao. To titese* prepo^ D< 
Sebastian gave ne answer, but betodc himsl^ to 
laying contributions and taxes of evc^y kkid upon 
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bis people^ remving donations firom his nobles^ 
tod exacting from fhe clergy^ by virtue of ihe 
bull regarding crusades^ a sum amounting to. fi% 
thousand cnuados. He dso extorted from, the 
New Christians^ two hundred and twenty tkmsand' 
cru£lados^ in retqm for which he granted tiirai se- 
veral privileges. 

By me^uis of these funds he levied troops at 
home and abroad ; and oii tiie 17th June i^^t ^ 
procession to thex^thedral^ where the royal stand-, 
ard recdved the sdemn benediction of tiie arch^^ 
bishop and was immediately presented by the king 
to D. Luiz de Menezes^ with orders tjo embark the 
troops f^tiiwitii. These consisted of 9000 Por- 
tuguese infantry ; 3000 Germans under cdonel 
Ambergy sent by the prinee of Orange ; 700 Itfi- 
Uatts commanded by Sir r-^ — Stukely, an EnglifiJi 
knight ; 2000 Spaniards ; and 500 volunteers 
onnmaAded hy Christov&o de Tavora^ an intimate 
friend of the king^ a man of c6urage^ but desti- 
tute of experience in matters of war* ^ 
. The squadron was composed of fi% m^ia of 
war d.nd £lv6 galleys, besides tiie ,tr4iiPsports^ ^ 
9m<>unting altogether* to nearly 1000 sail The 
artillery of the e;!tpedition ^XHi^ted of twelve 
pieces* The king embarked on t)ie 24ith June 
%57S^ leaving the government of the kingdom*^ 
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during his absence ta the archbishop of Li8bon*> 
D. Jorge de Afaneida, D. Pero de Alcaif ova, Fran- 
cisco de Sa and D. Jose Mascarenhas. I cball 
not speak of the numberless prayers s^ in froni 
aU parts :of the kingdom to dissuade the king from 
his purpose, for they . would fill volumes : but 
isudi was the attachment of the whole coutftry to 
this romantic sovereign, that hundreds sent l^eir 
sons to accompany Jbim, who would not sanction 
his enterprise by appearing in it themselves* 

Tlifi flotilla sailed frt)m the Tagus with a favor^ 
able wind, and arrived hi a few dayzt ftt Cadiz, 
where the duke of Medina Sidonia entertained 
the kiiig magnificeiitly Tor the space of a week, 
using iall his endeavours (as instructed by the 
^king of Spain) to engage Us guest at least not to 
hazard his royal person in Africa. But Sebastian, 
having here been joined by the expected succours, 
set sail and anchored dff Tangier, where he dis* 
embarked with a few troops ; Jiaving orders! I>. 
Diego de Souza to proceed to Arzila and there 
to land die rest of the expedition and wait his 
arrival. This was executed ; and the army re^ 
mained at Arzdla three weeks, before they were 
j<»ned by the kiiig. 

Sebastian found Muley Mahomet waiting for 
him at Tangier, where a council of war was held, 

H 
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in which it was detenxmied unanimously. to begin 
liy taking Larache; and it being lus majesty's 
>wish, it ^as agreed to march thither by land and 
to ford the Lueo river. The Moorish prince was 
lexceedingly averse to this arrangement.; but the 
army advanced on the 29th July^ and encamped 
ttt two leagues .from Araila. Here they were njiet 
by captain Aldava^ who was sent by the duke of 
Alva to present the king with a helmet,, which 
had belonged to the' emperor Charles V.^ and a 
letter advising him not to penetrate into ,the inte- 
;rior^ birt to confine hk operations to the reduc*- 
tion of Larache. Muley Moluoo^ notwithstanding 
fi, serious illness under which he was sufferings was 
now approaching the mvaders at the head^ of an 
Innumerable force ; and he fixed his camp dose 
to the ford of the Luco, in sight of the Christian 
jarmy. 

> Don Sebastian again^ .held a council, wherein 
jSome were for retre^ting^ owing to the apparait 
Impossilnlity of forciiig the passage of the river ; 
but many gave their vote for the fight, which 
4i«ng most, consoviant with the king's tasU 
was adopted. Notwithstanding: the. objections of 
Mahomet^ who clearly saw that by this he cer- 
tainly could gain nothing and might lose every 
thing, dispositions were therefore made for giving 
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battle on the following morning, the 4tli of 
August. 

The Christian army was, by the direction of 
Aldava, drawn up in three lines. The first con- 
sisted of the volunteers, haying on their right the 
Germans and Italians, and on their left the Spa- 
niards: the Portuguese regiments composcid the 
second and third lines. The cavalry, to the num- 
ber of fifteen hundred, were divided into two corps : 
that of the right was commanded by the duke of 
Aveiro, having with him Mahomet and his peo- 
ple ; while the left corps, in which was the royal 
standard, was under the order of the duke (tf 
Barcellos, with whom were the Prior of Crato and 
many other first rate noblemen. The king was in 
the van. 

Muley Molucb likewise disposed his troops in 
three lines. In his first were the expatriated 
Moors of Andaiuzia ; the second was cc^mposed of ' 
the Elches, or renegades; and the third of the 
Africans of Fez, Morocco, and Frudante. The 
whole were drawn up in the form of a crescent, 
having on each flank 10,000 horse, and in the 
rear the rest ,of the cavalry. 

Muley Moluco, although fainting with debility, 
got upon his horse to witness in person the exe- 
cution of his orders, and at eleven o'clock opened 

H 2 
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a fire with the whole of his artillery. The Christ-' 
tians returned the compliment, and immediately 
engaged the ehemy with the heat and valour 
which might be expected from a young and gal- 
lant nobility, inspired by the presence of their king. 
Don Sebastian, on the first onset, received a wound 
iii Ihe shoulder blade, but took no notice of it ; 
and charging through the first line of the enemy, 
he put the second in disorder; Here Muley Mo- 
luco made a desperate attempt to charge in per- 
son, and drew his scimitar foi> the purpose ; but 
nature being at length exhausted, he fell fi'om his 
saddle; and but that his attendants caught him, 
he would have reia^ch^d the ground. Being car- 
ribd to his litter, he almost immediately expiredi 
placing his finger on his lips to signify that it wa^ 
expedient to keep his death a secret. 
, Th6 Christian army were now surrounded oit 
all sides. The king had two horses killed under 
hi'm ; arid fighting by his side were slain Don Al- 
fonso de Aguilar, Don Gonsalvo Chacon and cap^ 
tain Aldava, all three Castillians; His majesty 
was now soon .made prisoner, and stripped of all 
his arms ; and as those who took him began to 
dispute to whom they should deliver him, one of 
their captains observing it cried aloud; '' What J 
after God's granting us such a victory, are you 
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quarrelling like dogs about a prisoner ?" and imr 
mediately gave the king so. violent a saljre cut 
over the right eye, that" he felled hitn from his 
horse. The other Moors, then despairing of a 
ransom for his person, put an end. to his life. 

Such, according to some, was the end of Don 
Sebastian. Others affirm that he was seen alive; 
after the time that event is supposed to have taken 
place, by Liiis de Brito who was made prisoner 
with the. royal standard and carried to. Fez*: 
an4 Don Luiz de Lima declared that he after- 
wards saw the king walking towards the river,, as 
did also Manoel de Souza f. 

On the following day, Muley Hamet, who had 
been proclaimed king of Morocco as soon, as. the 
battle was ovea*, ordered all the prisoners into his. 
presence. AmcMigst these was Don Nuno Mas- 
carenhas the king's servant, who affirmed that his 
master was dead and in the manner above de- 
scribed. Some of the captives were then sent to 
gain information, on the subject on, the field of 
battle ; and Sebastiad. de Resende, a. servant, of 
the king's chamber, returned with a dead body„ 
which was acknowledged by almost all the. pri- 
soners as that of their late king. It was then 

* Mendonqa. De Meza, Joumada d' Africa, 
t Faria e Souza. 
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conveyed by order of Hamet to Alca$eaquivir^ and 
deposited in the house of a Jew *. 

Philip II. of Spain forming an alliance soon 
after vnth Muley Hamet^ this supposed body of 
Don Sebastian was given up to him and conveyed 
to Ceuta. From thence it was taken to Portu- 
gal^ and deposited amongst the remains of his 
forefathers in the convent of Belem; where^ as 
well as at Madrid^ his funeral obsequies were per- 
formed. Thus ended Don Sebastian^ in the twenty- 
fifth year of his age^ and twenty-third of his reign^ 
a victim to the inordinate love of glory. 

Some say that Sebastia6 de Resende dedared 
that the body above mentioned was the king^s, in 
order to facilitate his majesty's escape. The fact 
is^ that the Prior of Crato, who was taken pri- 
soner^ always affected to speak of the death of 
his master in very ambiguous terms ; and we are 
assured that^ during^ the reign of the cardinal-king 
Don Henriquez^ his successor, Don Sebastian came 
to Algarve, and sent a well known person to an- 
nounce his arrival to his uncle. But this prince's 
ambition stifled in him any latent affection for his 
nephew, so far as to induce him to suppress most 
carefully the promulgation of this news. 

* Mendonga. 
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Every thing connected with the reign of Don 
Sebastian is extraordinary : but it is much more 
so that there should still be many persons, in other 
respects very sensible, who believe that he will yet 
appear again to ascend the throne of Portugal ; 
and many there are who, in defence of this belief^ 
would undergo martyrdom. This sect or party, 
whichever you please, are called Sebastianistas ; 
and although they have not printed any tiling on 
the subject, they have nevertheless written num- 
berless papers, in which the most incredible efforts 
are made to give a colouring of plausibility to 
their absurd opinions. Lord Tyrawley is said to 
have exclaimed respecting the Portuguese, " What 
can be expected of a nation, one half of which is 
looking out for the Messiah^ and the other halfj 
for Don Sebastian who has been .dead for two 
centuries ?' 
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Returning from the digression in the last chapter, 
I shall now resume my remarks upon the public 
edifices of Lisbon. Immediately under Buenos 
Ayres hill, and in the main street, is the churdht 
and monastery of S. Joa& de Deos. I never should 
have noticed this building, but for the extraordi- 
nary exhibition here held on the days of All Saints 
and All Souls. Nothing can be more dismal than 
the city of Lisbon on those days : the bells of aU 
the churches resound with the most lugubrious 
knells, which seem to diffuse melancholy through 
every bosom. One of these days, being the anni- 
versary of the awful visitation of 1756, does not 
in a small measure associate ideas of the most 
painful nature, bringing to the imagination the 
dreadful scene of havock and general wreck, which 
worked the desolation of this great city. 

In honour of all our fellow-creatures who have 
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passed before us " that bourn from whence no 
traveller returns^" and for the repose of their 
soulsy a day in jthe year is set apart, which in Por- 
tugal is spent in sajing and hearing masses. In 
England we call it All Souls' day; m Portugal 
" OS defunctos" or day of the defunct. But by a 
strange contradiction, whUst praying for their re- 
pose, tlie friars of S. Joad de Deos disturb the 
remains' of a great number, and ranging them 
.along the walls of a vault with branches of laurel 
betwixt them, exhibit their rnouldering carcases as 
incorruptible saints to the gaze of all the curious. 
Such a sight is not calculated to render the sen- 
sations of the day more cheerful. Amongst these 
mortal remains, are seen those of one of theCondes 
d'Obidos, who has been an inmate of this dreary 
abode upwards of one hundred and fifty years. 
His body, which is stuck upright against the wall, 
is distinguished from the others by his high sta- 
ture. He must certainly have been a very U 

• * 

taxan, for when I last saw his remains in this pbisSe, 
he out topped his fellow lodgers, although his feet 
and tibiae were gone. When the two days are 
past, these holy, and, as it is pretended, incor- 
ruptible relics, are gathered together, and thrown 
into the'charnel house until the following year. 
It does not belong to me to pass sentence upon 
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such a custom ; but I leave erery one to judge 
for himself how far an exhibition of the kind is 
consistent with decency. How the descendants 
of the count d'Obidos can suffer the trunk from 
which they sprung to be thus annually exhumed j 
to gratify the gaze of grave hunters and the cupi- 
dity of monks; is an enigma only .to be accounted 
for by the supposition, that the latter have per- 
suaded them that he is a saint in heaven and that 
they know from himself that he improves of it. 

Close to this convent, is the palace of Janellas: 
Verdes or green windows; which for some year? 
was occupied by our ambassador. Sir Charles 
Stuart. Opposite to it is a very handsome foun- 
tain, with a great number of spouts coming through 
sculptured dolphins and surmounted with a fine 
statue of Venus, holding a pair of cooing doves, 
and having by her «ide the god of love. This 
group is not unfrequently mistaken by the lower 
orders of Portuguese for tihe Virgin Mary, with 
the infant Jesus amusing himself with, a bow and 
arrow ; and the doves they take for a couple of 
spintus sancti. 

In a country so eminently Catholic as Portugali 
the objects which principally arrest attention are 
the immense number of churcl^es and monasteries ; 
but to go over them all and attempt a separate 
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and detailed description of each would he an ^id- 
lesSjp and after all, in a great measure, an uninte- 
resting oi&ce. I shall therefore, whilst on this 
topic, only mention those peculiarities for which 
a few of them are distinguished. 

ITie new convent, built by the late^ueen, is the 
most noble piece of architecture which has been 
undertaken since the earthquake. No paltry bricks 
enter into the composition of this superb fabric ; the 
whole being built of Mafra marble. It has an area 
in front, of great width, made of large flat mar- 
ble, which is ascended by two flights of six or 
eight steps each. The lower steps are protected 
from the injuries which might result from the 
wheels of carriages, by marble posts of a very 
handsome shape. 

The front entrance of the church is by five 
curiously wrought ponderous iron doors, which lead 
into a vestibule extending the whole length of the 
building, on one side ; and on the other, as well 
as in the inside of the vestibule, are beautifrd mar- 
ble colossal statues of saints. Those on the oiit- 
' side measure at least twelve feet in height. The 
whole of the front elevation is in good taste, al- 
though it has an appearance of intricax^y, the 
number of statues which every where decorate it 
being very great. The centre ornament represeats 
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tke heart of our Saviour (at>wiied with thorns) 
from which emanates a glory, with the rays falling 
upon numberless adoring angels. The upper part 
of the edifice terminates in two fine square steeples 
and a very majestic dome, much of the same de- 
scription as that of St. Paul's in London, which it 
might be thought had served as a model for it. 
Near the top of this dome, are two superb and 
spacious balconies ; one in the interior which looks 
down into the church, and the other outside, 
which commands a view beyond description ma- 
jestic. 

Such is the height of this building in itself, and 
that of its site above the level of the sea^ that 
it is seen firom an immense distance, and served as 
one of the principal stations in the trigonometrical 
survey of the province of Estremadura by colonels 
Franzini, Siara and Falque. The shape of the 
aisles is that of a cross. In the high parts of the 
interior are the gratings three deep, provided with 
projecting pikes, the whole deeply gilt, behind 
which the nuns place themselves (invisible to the 
congregation) during the service to chaunt the 
responses. The intervals of these golden barriers 
which separate from society many who might be 
useful members of it, are fiUed up with richly 
firamed paintings. The number of altars are two 
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principal and about twelve (at least) smaller ones t 

of the former the one represents the last supper; 

and the other the day of general account Both 

these are the work of Pedro Alexandrini, an artist 

of very great merit- 

The convent of nuns adjoins the church on the 

north side. It is a very extensive biiilding and 

has a large piece of ground belon^ng to it for 

the use of the nuns, which is surrounded by a 

wall between thirty and forty feet high porcu:- 

pined at the top witli broken glass bottles, to 

scare off the amorously disposed ; an unnecessiary 

• 
precaution, since all the nuns of this order are 

veiy qxitiquated virgins. The belfry of .this esta^ 
blishment has the best assortment of bells perhaps 
in the kmgdom ; their nuibbers aiid notes being 
such as enable the ringers to . execute any tune; 
The favourite airs that are invariably played on 
great festivals are the '^ Minuete Afandahgado'* 
ajandanganixed minuet, or else the vulgar ditty 
of Piriquito baylar nad sei. I leave the reader to 
judge how far these tunes are in accordance with 
the Jwfi^ name of the buHding, and that to whk^h 
it was solemnly dedicated '^ o coracad de Jesus,'* 
the heart of Jesus. 

Near this place stands the hospital of the Bri- 
tish factory, easily recognized even at a distance 
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froin.the neatness of iti; structure^ from the Eng^ 
Wk cleanliness . seen in eyery thing about it, an4 
ftotn the high and mournful row of cypress tree^ 
in the prptestant burying ground which adjoins it, 
Tp the latter plaqe apiece of land. has lately been 
jannexed/ the old burying ground being already 
cotnpletely lull. ^ 

! ' In the centre of th6 new acquisition, has been 
built a prptestarit chapel : ^ place of pure worship 
^0 long needed by our countrymen in Lisbon, who 
4mtil HM point was carried w^e obliged to attend 
dTOne:seryiceJn the house of the British embassa- 
dor, wherever that might .chfmce tp Jbe. Permist 
mil ^as gitofed by the.Idjig fpjr the erection of 
41^11 little temple (calle<J by the natives ^' p st/nd-^ 
-ga^b dos Inglezes'*) but, not without certain re* 
^trictions; among which there we?e, that it should 
hfi|ve noth^lg Jik^ a stpeple or tower that coul4 
d^tlnguish it ; essentijdly from private buildings, 
^4 th^t the js^mce should not be performed with 
iXQ^Qr.to avpid ^^ving cause of scandal to the 
jaei^M)ourhpod#, 

, Ilie &ctpjry hospital w^ built at theexpenc^ 
pi Gerard ^de Visme Esq.j^ as was Uke^vise the 
J^4^^g in which the dead are deposited previous 
to interment; .Nothinjr can be more calculated to 
inspire serious thoughts than the perfect tranquil- 
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iity and mournfiil nlehce> wHch Bean to mgn 
amidst these mansions of the dead. Many of thd 
tombd, with wfaic^h the old burying ground in 
filled^ are of beautifal architecture and velry a^ 
j>ropriately ornamented. Amongst the most re- 
Inarkable are those of prince Waldeck^ who died 
of a cholick as a judgment on him for disSfikiilg 
monks ; and young Mr« tjuildermefptre, who is Mid 
to have bartered his life at TangiW for a kii^« 

During the time that Junot was maisitdr of liah 
t)on^ the factory hospital was the place 4;^ am- 
finement for the principal British rendeiits wto 
had not left the country. 

The street in ^hich the above buSding is satu* 
ated leads to Bern Fica^ where tibere is a monas^ 
tery of Dominican friars^ oelebrafed as citmtdlimng . 
the remains of the femous Don John de C^rd^ 
fourth viceroy of India * \ who, to rsiSse mcmey for 
carr^g on the war against his Mussulman ene« 
mies, was obHged to pawn \m whiskerSir lldl \ 
•nobleman having been justly esteemed one'of 4h6 
most renowned heroes that Portugal ews pro^ 
duced', B description of the place where his bones 
repose may not be altc^ether un&itereslmg. - 1 
say repose, for I never' hewrd that the custom ob^ 
iserved at S. Joad de Deos of exposing the bones 

* In the reign of Jfohn III, of Portugal. 
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of saints ondd a yesr/ ever feidsted in this monias- 
tery- 

The tonveni of & Dotaiiigos of Bern Fiea is 
ftboUt a mile's distanee from the ciiy of Lisbon^ 
and lakes its name from a neighbouring ldllage« 
The groui^ about it Was fonnerly the property of 
the king^ tiS Fortugd^ who fireiju^jbied it mtuji, 
owing to its GDohiass^ and used to retire to the 
country howe Which Ihey here had^ ip ordet to 
enjoy the amusem^ts of the diaoe; King Don 
Johftl., ^in graftitude io God for Ihemlmy vic^ 
tories gitnted to his anns> did aitaongst other 
actions of grace make donation of this pi^operty 
with all its ap|)uttetian(tes/ consistmg of arabfe 
ktid^ vkeyards, orangerieis &a to the drder of S. 
Domingos on the 2d May ld9d, §6t the foundingr 
of tUs eonVetrt,'' whieh not only owed its origin but 
Olsd its di^ftnratation to rciyaHy. Don Jdok li. 
endowed it with another estate kniowti by thi^ 
mune of Qiunta das Ilhas^ wijtl^ttt ^npoiing any 
cotidMoiis on the gift i^akulated iii the ledit 

degree to dimmish its liberality. . It would be an. 
Mddkss affw to enum^ ate the differ^ endows 

mehts and benefits 6f tdatiy khigs to this dstaUish* 
mcj^t. . 3ut I cannot omit mentiomjag pne^ which, 
was presented by queen Catherme^ \ this was no less> 
than a good siaed fragment of the true cross^ 

I 2 
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• Here fKen repose ihe ashes of Doxr JbKn de 
Castro of immortal memory, in a sepulchre of re^ 
figiotis grandeur j; situated in a ^ chapel built ex- 
pressly for him and hi& family, and conmmniciating 
with the principal cloister of the convent by a 
door, oyer which is seen the escutcheon /ofjihe' 
foi-efathers of Castro. '. The chapel is of the Doric 
order, built of polished marble ; and thei pavement 
is 'also composed of a simihtr material of Tarioush 
colours. • There are sik arched recesseA separafed 
by. clusters bf shafts.^ The sacrario in gilded 
sculpture containing the Holy JSacram^tj ia cbn^ 
titmally illuminated with two silver lampsj .and 
above :it is -a painting of the Lord's Supper. . The^ 
cbiling of the chapel. is variously ornamented witK 

work in the 'taste of those times, 

* • « 

: In the first arched xeciess on the right were de- 
posited the bones of thisc iiero' with the follc)wing: 
c^taph which itill remains. . - 

\ U^ JQANNE9 BE CASTRO XX».' ^RO RELI0IONE IN tlTRAa* MAU«^ 
RUAKIA ,^tlF£Nt>II$ P.ACTIS,>AVATA ST&ENVE k^PBRA XHUNB-^ 
TAKO 3£IX0 ; HARI RXJBRO TELICIBUS ARMIS PEISTETRATO : 
DEBEXtATIS IN^TER' EUFHRATEM, ET INDUM NATIONIBUS : GE- 
BROSTKO J&£0&, PERStS, tVRinS VVO' PR£]1^I0 ^USIS^^ jteRTATC^ 
BIO^ MHO. R^IPUB. REPDITO/ JDORMIT IN ,KAa]^;aX ' DI£M,\J4[0Kr 
SIBI| 3ED DEO TRIVMPHATOR ;']^UBLICIS LACRYHIS COMPOSITUS, 
F0BLICO S'VMPTU PRiE PAUPERTATE TUNERATUS; t)BIIT OCTAVO 
I|>. iVNI2»:.ANKD .1546. iSTAXis 46. 

In the opposite recess Jies Hs son Don Alyaro 
de Castro, and next to iiim Donna Anna de At- 



SOME ACCOUNr OF HIS EXPLOITS: ill 

tayde his wife. In each of the remaining recedseisr 
h an elephant of polished black mapble^, support- 
ing on hig back an urn of the same material, also 
highly poHshed but variegated, As many persons 
taay be unacquainted with the history of Don 
John de Castro, and as there are some curious cir- 
cumstances comiected with his life, I hope that a 
few words on the subject will, not Ije found' alto* 
gether devoid of interest. I am^ moreover,^ in* 
duced to give the following brief . account of th? 
hero, as affording a characteristic specimen of the 
qualities of the Portuguese men of the olden thnei 
and enabling the reader to form sotoe comparison; 
between them' and their descendants of our days* : 
^ /He was of most noble ancestry, being descqnd? 
ed in the direct Une from the Conde deArrayolos, 
first constable of Portugal, and brother to the in^ 
terestiti^ and unfortunate Donna Ines de Castro^ 
the murdered wife of Doq Pedro o cruel* • Don 
John began his military career at Tangier, where 
he gave no mean proofs of superior courage and 
skill. Recalled from thence, he went to India 
with Dot Garcia de Noronha. He made a voy- 
age to the Red Sea, an account of which, with-^i^ 
very interesting description of the coasts &c., was 
tmtten by him, and proved of the greatest service 
to navigators. He returned to Portugal, from 
whence^ after a; short interval pf repose^ he setoflf 
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to foUow the standard of the Emperor Ch^rl^ll V; 
to Tunis, where his name nequired addition^ 
lustre. He was shortly after this sent put as go^ 
vemor $nd vieeroy to In^a. Here he distin* 
gtushed himself as a great warrior, a.most.deYout 
Christian, a geographer, historian, and legislator. . 

As a warrior it would take volumes to enum£K 
rate his feats, and I shall cpnfine myself therefore 
to instancing one only, ^hich hy itself would suf-> 
fice to estaUish any man's reputation : I mean the 
wdl known and gallant defence of Dio against tiia 
Mahometans, during whidi his son Don Fernando 
was slain ; and after which, seeing that the go-^ 
vemment ftmds were so low that it would soon 
be a difficult thing to carry on the war with desir- 
able vigour, he betook himself to borrow money 
of the merchants and other inhabitants of Goa. 
For this purpose he addressed to them a letter, of 
which the following is a faitiifol translation. En^ 
closed in it were his whiskers, which he cut off and 
sent as gages for «the re-imbur^ment of the 9ums 
solicited. 

'< Sefnhores, magistrates^ judges, imd peqJe 
of the very noble and ever loyal eity of Goa I 
Some days past I wrote to you by Sima6 Alvarex 
dtizen of your city, the news of our victory granted 
me by our Lord against the captains of the king 
of Cambaya ; and I was silent in the letter, about 
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ibe great txHubleB and difficulties in which we 
Biaiii^ in order that your joy and pleasure at the 
victory might be altogether unalloyed. But now 
it becomes me to dissimulate no longer^ and tp' 
give you an account of my difficulties and solicit 
your asfflstance^ in order to remedy the important 
cares which I hari^ da my hands. For I have the 
walls of Dio in the most dilapidated state, not a 
q^an of which, can lapply to any use ; so that not 
cmly it will be necessary this summer, to rebuild 
ibfcm entirely, but with such art and dispositions 
as Aall make, the king of Gambaya lose all hope 
of erer reducing this place. Besides this, I have 
pother subject of trouble, equal or superior to 
the firsts which is the want of means to pay my 
Lascars, who begin to be importunate; and I find 
myself continually obliged to rq>eat promises of 
immediate payment, without which they would all 
to a man abandon me and leave the garrison, to 
the great danger of our Indian possessions. For 
the king of Cambaya, with the remains of his 
army, is. at Suna at two leagues from this, receiv-r 
ing ;daily. reinforcements of cavalry and infantry, 
and shewmg ^very cUsposition to renew the attack. 
For these reascms I am obliged to solicit of ydu 
pertain sums of money for the king's service, at^ 
becoming your honors and loyalty, and according. 
to yoiff mdent custom and great virtue pf always 
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assisting his majesty in urgent necesEdty like good 
and loyal vassals; and for the great love with: 
which my very entrails yearn towards yon, I ask 
the loan of 20,000 pardaos ; which I promise as a 
knight, and make oath to you by the Holy Evan^ 
gelists, to repay to you before the expiration of a^ 
twelvemonth, even though I shopld be sUffoonded 
by greater difficulties than the present. I gave 
orders to exhume the body of my son Don Fer^ 
nando, killed by the Moors whilst fighting for 
God and for the king our lord, iii order to send 
you lus bones as a suristy. But lusr body was 
deemed in an xm&t state to be for the present re- 
moved ; and thus having notlmig left in this world; 
neither gold, silver, lior any property, excepting 
the beard on my &ce, I send it you by Diegd 
Rodriguez de Azevedo to remain with you as a 
gage, &c. ♦ *^ ♦ • * * 

« Dio 2SW November, 1546.*^ 

I'he remainiijg part of the letter being without 
much interest, I have omitted. It is unneces- 
iSary to add, that the money was not only 
granted but given. The whiskers were returned 
with the handsomest comj^dments imaginable e 
itaay be, by reason of their not being an arti^e of 
Commerce. These precious relics are still pre^ 
Served in Goist by th$ inquisitor general t haviiig 
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beenf'bnginally delivered over to the person who 
flUed that situation at the time. 

Don John de Castro having invariably in all 
ihe battles he fought, invoked the name of S. 
Thomas, the apostle of India ; his historian at^ 
tributes his victories to the especial auspices of 
that powerAil patron *; who also to gratify the 
4smgtdar veneration of Doii John for the sign of 
thd cross^ inspired him to discover that marvellous 
cross at Meliapor oh the Coromandel coast, which 
was binried almost in the same place as the holy body 
bf the saini Such indeed was Don John's excessive 
veneration for crosses, that wherever he happenect 
to espy one in his way, were it made only of sticks 
br stones, he always descended' from his carriage, 
palanquin, horse or donkey, and prostrated him- 
self before it Therefore, as his historian thinks^ 
it is not wonderful that tlus revelation should Have 
been made to him, ^nce the gi&s of heaven are 
not a matter of mere accident; 

From the time of its being ascertained thai 
within the city or ruins of Meliapor, then called 
Calainina, were contained the remaihs of the holy 
A^stie S« Thomas, the kings, t>on Manuel and 
Don John burned with pious zeal to renew tii6 
work of conversion in the east, which the sunt had 
f(nrmerly begun ; and to do this more effectualljr, 

• k ■**''■. 

t 

♦ Liv- 2. No. 56, 
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the erection of a ehurch was eonmi^ACBd on^ tihf 
spot supposed to be that of the saiaf B uitermmL 
In digghjg' for the foundation of the building, a 
cross was found sculptured on a marble slab^ foijir 
spana in height by three in breadths fpf^tted lA 
orer with; drops of apparently i^e^^t Ulood* 
lliscross was in shtfpe enmlar to that worn by 

the stone were soqae smaU^ crosses of the sam^ 
figure, also spiiidded over with blood*. Qv^r the 
top of the larger cross was a dove; a^id the wh^ 
was encur^ted with some ancient ehantct^i whloh 
no one could decyp^ier* Many wise men w^f 
sent for who were unable to determine the mean^ 
ing of ^e letter, ; but some ikne afterward , 
ieaxned Bramin, happeiuBg to. come from Nar- 
ringa, gave them the follomi«8igmfi<*^. ; .; . 
. '^Thirty years after the appearance of the 
Christian law in the wprld^ on the 2]:s1^ Deqeniber 
died the apostle S. Thcmas at M^lii^rt . wh^$ 
there was knovirledge of Oodj chaii^e of lawj and 
destruction of the devil. This Gqd ta^hjt t!^e)Lvf 
aposUesi and one of them came taMeliapori vfhef$ 
he constructed a temple | and ^^ king of Malabar^ 
Coromandel, and Pandi^and pthers of various nar 
tions and sects, subjected themselves vi^untarlly 
to the law of S. Thomas. The time came when 
the saint died by the hands of a Bramin, and with 
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his blood nuule this cross." The aDnezed is a copy 
of the drawing of this miraeulous cross, brought 
from India to Don Sebantian in 1362. Having 
been wrought on the marble dab by S. Thomas 
the apostle biniBelf» it may afibrd a apedimen of 
the saiul^s talent for drawing. 
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* The discovery of this cross encouri^ed th^ 
i^orkmen to such a degree^ that the church was: 
soon finished ; and the wonderfiil slab formed the. 
principal ^tar piece. But what new marvete were 
in store for th6 inhabitants ol this dty! On the 
18th December, the day of the " expeeiacad dd 
Senhora" whilst the priest was officiating in the . 
celebration of mass, the cross covered itself with a 
copious iperspiration, distilling upon the altar many 
and large drops. The priest stopped short in the 
midst of the ceremony; but he had no sooner 
wiped off these drops with the altar linen, than 
their place was instantly supplied by a plentiful 
distillation of blood in the presence of a very nu- 
merous congregation^ This was followed by a 
changing of colour in the cross from its original 
one of alabaster to a paler tint ; it next became 
alternately jet black, and blue ; and it was then 
surrounded by a resplendent glory that lasted 
during the whole service, at the termination of 
which it resumed its natural colour ! ! 

After a life resplendent with glorious achieve- 
ments, too numerous to find a place in this limited 
work, 

*' Don John de Castro, less worn out with years 
than with the toils of continual warfare, fell seri- 
ously ill, and his malady soon shewing indications 
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6f great danger^ he hastened to unburthen hiHiself 
of the jcares of the Indian govenunent, the man 
nagement of which he entrusted to the Bishop of 
Goa, Don Joa6 de Albuquerque^ Don Diego da 
Almeyda Freire^ Doctor Francisco Toscano chan^ 
eellor .of state; Sebastiao Lopez Lobatto his^ 
auditor ge^eraI^ &c. Besides these he called 
together all the other king's officers^ :and made tho 
fi^Qwihg speech to them, ^ I am jiot ashamedy 
Senhores^ to tell you that .to the viceroy of Indiiv 
are wantmg the common necessaries and couve- 
Tuehces indispensable to one labouring under scf 
severe an illness i-^those^ in shoi*t^ which the poor- 
est soldier.finds in the hospital. I Cai9e tp th|& 
east to serve and not to trade ; to yourselves you 
know that I desired to pawn the boned of my 
son, iind that J did pawn th^ hairs of my ^beard,. 
becauise^-as security, I had.no tapestries or service 
of plate to give. This very day this house has 
been destitute of wherewith to buy a fowl to 
make me some broth ; and for this reason^ that in 
aU my expeditions the soldiers were .ropner pro- 
tided from, the purse of the governor ^than from 
that of their king. It is therefore, not surprising 
that a father of so many sons should now be poor. 
I heg.of you, that.as Iqng as this ilhiess may last, 
you will assign to me from the royal treasury a 
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xnere sufficiency for my houaeMd expdnces ftUd 
liare sahmtenceJ This said^ he asked for a 
prayer-book^ and on it swore by the Holy Eyan* 
gdists that he did not owe the ro/al propeifty oilO 
nngle erasade^ neither had he ever received the 
smallest trifle from Christian, Jew, Moor, or Gen« 
lale, imder any plea whatsoever during the whole 
offals eareer; and that his poverty was so great 
that he did not possess even wherewithal to pttr« 
chase another mattress. 

^' As soon as the viceroy felt his end approadi, 
he communed with Padre S« Francisco Xavier> 
seeking for so doubditil a voyage, so sure a pilot ; 
who Was to him during the ifemainder of his iUness 
both nurse^ intercessor, and direeior^ Having xe^ 
ceived tile usual sacramentsy ha rendex'ed up faiii 
soul to God ^n tibe €th June 1548, in the fbrty'^ 
eighth yeaar of his age. AH ti|ie ridies which he 
accumulated in Ai^ia were Ins glorious deeds^ In 
his desk were ifound a disdrpliiie, with the appear^ 

* 

ance of having been much used^ and the whiskera 
winch he had pavrned. His remains -were depon 
sited for a tune in the convent of S. Frandsoo at 
Goa. Some years afterwards they wore broujg^ 
over to JEIurope, and wete reo^ived with revei^snt 
and pious applause^ He was conveyed \spon tiid 
shoulders of four of his grandsons to the convent 
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<>f S. Domingos of Lisbon, where for many days 
most sumptuous obsequies were made. From 
thence they were again translated to the convent 
of S. Domingos at Bem Fica where (as has been 
mentioned) his grandson the inquisitor general 
Don Frandsco de Castro built him a suitable char 
pel and sepulchre, which in every respect equals 
a royal one,, and is second to none in magnifi- 
cence.* 
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AND EQUIPAGE OF S. GEORGE THE SAINT A BRIGA- 
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CHAPTER VIL 



RELIGIOUS PROCESSIONS OF LISBON, 



In all Lisbon, the church which is most visited by 
strangers is that of S. Roque, less from any pecu- 
liar attraction in its general structure, than from 
the beautifril workmanshifJ of one of the altar 
pieces, which is in mosaic, representing the saint 
to whom the edifice is dedicated. Unless this 
piece of exceeding ingenuity and taste be closely 
examined^ it would be difficult to imagine it to be 
any thing but a superb painting in oils. 

The artist was an obscure self-taught individual 
of the most modest and unassuming nature, who 
in any other country would have been dragged 
into notice in spite of his reluctance ; biit who in 
Portugal was fully indulged in his taste for obscu- 
rity. He possessed a secret of preparing and 
dying certain kinds of wood for the purpose of 
mosaic work, which no one could prevail upon 
him to reveal. He shewed me at his house near 
Boa Morte several smaller pictures of exquisite 

K 2 
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workmahship. He stated his intention of impart- 
ing his manner of working to his son ere he died ; 
but like many who procrastinate^ he was called 
away too suddenly toadoHt of gratifying his wish, 
and the world is likely to <;ontinue in ignorance of 
a very desirable acquisition to the arts. 

In the cathedral church of S. Antonio^' called S. 
Antonio da See, you are shewn the same identical 
crow which, many. hundred years a^gp, conducted, a 
vessel into the port of Lisbon after the loss. of, its 
rudder in a storm. This wonderful crow was 
from that time added ^ the city arms ; or ratber 
the arms were from that occasion- formed of a 
vessel in full sail, with a crow on the ^ end of the 
bowsprit, and another on the stem. These birds 
W^re deputed by.S. Antonio, to the xtid of the 
distressed mariners, who had invoked ,his name. 
The devil, it is well known, had a particular fancy 
for tempting this saint; and used to set about.it 
in all kinds of ways. - Upon one occasion, having- 
followed S* Antonio up into the belfiy, the saint 
to rid himself of such company, began to descend 
the stone flight pf steps ; but the devil still con- 
iinuing to pursue hinpijj he turned suddenly roundji 

i. .f 

and describing with ^his thumb the sign of the. 
cross upon the piarble wall, his Satanic majefity 
evaporated in a trice, h^ if to commemorate the 
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eVdit^ tUe saint's tibiumb made a deep ioipression 
ii the marble, and liie truth of the story cannot 
he douhtedi for the very texture of the thumb skin 
is; still disceftuble. r 

' But of the feats of so cdel^ated a s&int as S* 
Aixtohio of Pa4ua^ this was fcur from being thd 
most €onsidei^ble,;as\wiIl appear from the'fcdlbw-' 
ing l^gaid which I tike at; hazard out of many 
hund^eds.T-S, Antonio wds born m Lisbon; but 
Slaving been educated at Padua; he:was atwayis 
knt)wni by the latteir namie. Whilst at:P#dua, it 
happ^:ied/ that his &ther was arrested fat Lisbon> 
und;accusedvof the mbrder of a certain ibdividuali 
an;: acquaintance of Hs. ^ Presumptive evidence 
was so. much against him, that the cOUrt of justice 
after a short deliberation (he bei^g a. poolr. maii> 
and^^ thei^ore ' unable -to break through the cob* 
webs of the law, as great flies do in every ooun* 
try,) condemned him to su£fer death as guilty af 
the crime laid to his. charge. But S. Antonio/ 
knowing as all - saiiits know, ev^ry thing tiiat 
passes in every corner of the globe, and iU brook- 
ing his father's exaltalion ad patibulum, made a 
3uddeB spring (he had been taught gynmastiGS at 
Paklua) : which brought h^n in one minute and 
seven setonds into the presence of the astonished 
justices. H^fQi after leetwing them a little da 
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ibfib anjust precipitation, he summoned into their 
presence the soul of the murdered man and or^ 
dered him to name his murderer; when, what 
words shall express their dismay and surpiise at 
his pointing to one of the sages upon the judges' 
bench. A smell ci sulphur began to pervade the 
hall of justice; the air was darkened with a. thick 
mysterious cloud ; the rolfing of thunder was 
heard augmenting by degrees until, acquiring an 
awful loudness, it burst with tremendous violence 
over the petrified assembly ; and, finally, when the 
air cleared away, not a vestige was to be seen 
eitiier of S. Antonio, his father, or the guilty 
judge. It was said and believed thiat the devil 
had sunk witii his prey through the wide yawning 
ground ; and that by means of another gymnastic 
spring the saint resumed his studies at Padua^ 
from whence his absence had been so short tiiat 
his preceptor had scarcely remarked it. 

Envy and detraction are but feeble opponents 
td real merit, and this was S. Anthony's case; for 
his reputation blazed forth in Portugal to such a 
degree — ^after he was dead«*-»that, to this day, a 
clay image of him is seen in every spirit tavern 
and in every grocer's shop in Portugal: in the 
former, owmg to his well known attachment to 
good liquor ; and in the latter, because the mode 
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of preserving figs and almonds is attributed to his 
inventive, genius. The festival of S. Antonio is 
kept in pretty mudi the «ame manner as that of 
S. John^ by the burning of many bonfires ^n the 
eve and the letting off of great quantities of fire* 
wtntks ; but the former saiiit has this difference in 
lus fekYor, that the boys in every street erect Iiti!le 
altars to Mm and pester to ' death every creature 
who goes l)j, for mcmey to be employed, they s^, 
in defira^ing the expences of the wax tapers burnt 
at his shrine. 

Although S. Macario h recogmzed as the Por- 
tuguese Hymen> and known by the name of S. 
Macario casamentehro (marriage maker), it very 
frequently occurs that young women in particular 
pefer S. Antonio in these matters. He is there- 
fore consulted, and if things wear a prosperous 
aspect, his image is honored with a quantity of 
tapers ; but H the contrmry be the case, he be- 
comes liable to the grossest possiUe indigmties, 
and I have even known lum plunged into places 
where lus situation must have been any thing but 
pleasanit. It is not with lovesick maidens alone 
that S. Antonio has often to repent of his too 
extensive reputation; for mariners, who have 
prayed to him in vam for propitious breezes, at 
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length lose patience and flog his effigy lashed to a 

... 

mast. • • ■ ■ ' '- ' • ' .^, ' r ■.} 

The convent of N* S^ da Gra9a near the castle 
of S. George is that v\rhich is most frequented 
during the Lent festivals, for two reasons : firsts 
because the ceremonies are there more splendidly 
performed, and the altars more' richly adorned 
than any where else ; and secondly, r because the 

Portuguese believe this convent to possess the most 

. ' . . ♦ ' ' ■ •' 

sacred of all treasures. ^ /. i - 

In explaining the particulars of this belief, I 
scarcely know how to avpid shocking the good 
feelii^> and piety of the true Christian; but the 
foUovmig story is necessary to expose ofk^ ;of the 
most audacious impostures of the Roiqish church, 
and to elucidate the extent of Pprtuguese super-- 
stition and credulity. The convert - of the Gra^a 
of which I h§ve just.spoken, and that of S; Roque^ 
have been for a series of years at issue on the. fol- 
lowing subject. 

■ It happened, one ^tomy night, that a beggar 
knocked at the gate of the coQV^nt of S; Roque^ 
and craved the hospitality of its inmates, both for 
^bod and lodging. The first wa$ afforded, himjt 
but the latter was refused ; so that beings obliged 
to seek a lodging elsewhere, he directed. his stepis 
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to* the convent of N. S; da Gra9a, where the friars 
receiwed him without the least hesitation and gave 
him a cell for the night. The following morning, 
as the heggar did not make his appearance, some 
of the friars went to the cell to inquire after him ; 
when^ instead of a beggar, they found a figure as 
large; as life of our Saviour carrying the cross to 
Mount Calvary and bending; under its weight :r — 
fhe figure, in short, which i$ in universal venera- 
tion; among the Portuguese, as ^' O Senhor dosr 
F^os da Gra9a'* (Our Lord of the passage.: to 
Grace). Now.it being firmly believed that this 
figure is our Lord himself in flesh and blood, and 
that he thus gave himself to the friars df Gra9a 
tov, reward their hospitality, those of S. Roque 
claim a right to it also, on the ground of the beg-^ 
gar having first knocked at their door, and having 
received food at their hands. 
] This then is the cause of the litigation; and as 
it does not seem soon ' likely to end^ it has been 
settled .that, in the meanwhile, the Senhor dos 
pai^os shall pay one annual visit to the monastery, 
of S. Roque during Lent, aud return on. that day 
week to the convent of Gra<^a. Many aire the 
marvellous stories which all who go to see. the 
fi^^e are told by the holy man who shews it. 
fie relates, amongst other tMngs, that an unbe- 
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lienag Jewess, After hearing much said cm the 
subject^ had determined to convince her infbim- 
ants to demonstration by her teeth of their cre- 
dulous folly. Assuming, therefore, the garb of a 
Christian woman, she knelt before the figure, and 
approaching her lips as if to kiss its foot, she in- 
flicted on it a tremendous bite. But the blood 
hnmediately spirted forth into her eyes and land- 
ed her ; and this prodigy had such ^at effect upon 
her mind, that she forthwith embraced the Chris- 
lian religion. The print of the teeth, and the 
blood which they drew, are stiU visible on the foot 
ofthe figure, the wound reusing to heal m ord^r 
to furnish a proctf to others inclmad to disbelief 

The annual visits to S. Roque ^bovem^tioned 
are made on the last Friday but one during Lent; 
and the return home is on Good Friday. On 
both these occasions, the principal persons in the 
state walk on either side of the statue as pall 
bearers. When the king is in the capital, he is 
the chief bearer. During his absence I have seen 
all the members of the regency, the i^ecretary of 
state, the master general of the ordnance &Ci, m 
the places of honor. But what in this procession 

« 

is most worthy the attention of protestant stran- 
gers, is the groupe of persons who dressed in 
horse clothes crawl on their hands and knees 
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under the image through mud and mire^ all the 
distazice betwixt these two convents. 

This is the highest effort of penitence and ro 
luntary humifiation ; and it is generally performed 
by those peccant spirits, in the fidalgo world, who 
are anxious to wipe away past sins, that they ihay 
acquire the prrnlege of renewing them afi*esh. I 
hove seen a marchioness and a countess p^orm^- 
hig this tour de promenade on thcmr bare bones^ 
and flogging or pretdridingHx) flog themselves with 
the disciplines tied round their wakt at every 
pause which the statue made during its progress. 

A detachment of infimtry and a mflitary band 
close like procession ; the vnndows of the streets 
through which it passes are crowded on these 
occasions with company : and it is no small annual 
expence to a tenant of one of these houses. For 
so great is the eagerness of both sexes to wit- 
ness the procession of die Senhor dos Passos, that 
they invite themselves to their friends' houses, 
some weeks before hand ; and it is evident tiiat 
after tlie sight is over, some refreshments must be 
-set before the company. 

These consist of what the Portuguese call copo 
d'agua, which, literally translated, signifies only a 
glass of water ; but which in reality is composed 
of ferays pyramidically piled up with the richest 
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kinds of sweetmeats. Amongst these ar6 disftin* 
guished the trouxas d'ovos^ nmde chiefly of llie 
yolks of eggs and white sugar. I am ignorant of 
the other ingredients^ but this I knoWji that nothifig 
can be more delicious than these copos^ d'agua 
taken altogether^ To wash down the sweet^ 
mBats, the most choice liqueurs are served round : 
4jiey.are chiefly sudi as. France and Italy afford, 
jK> that an entettainment .of this kind for a couple 
of docetx of persons cannot weU cost less than 
from fifteen to twenty pounds. 
. The procession of the Senhor dos Passos is only 
remarkable. for Ijie image of our Saviour above- 
mentioned, and for the:pen^ce performed under 
It. But the processions of the Corpo de Deos 
(ihe Corpus- Christi) and of S. Antonio aire in- 
Cutely more showy • > 

The former; which happens usually about mid- 
summer, causes a great sensation for two months 
.at least previous to the /appointed day. Windows 
are hired before hand at an extravagant price, and 
petsons of respectability residing in the Roj^o or 
in Gold or Silver street .cannot shew a greater 
mark : of : attention and favor to their fii^ids, 
than by iHvitiDg them to a place in their balieonies. 
All the latter, as weU as the windows of all the 
f;tr0ets through which the procession is to pass. 
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ar^ hung with crimson tapestry and gold fringe^' 
giving to the houses the most splendid appear^ 
ance. The streets toe also deeply strewed ivrith» 
sand^ ds it is usual for his majesty &ad the royal 
princes to walk with the procession as pall bear^»^ 
to pur Lord's body. 

^ The procession generally issues at about eleven 
o'dock in the mormng from the church near the 
Inquisition in the Roj^io. Fir$t of' all are se^^ 
some very rich banners of different convents, fot 
lowed by all the monks beloiiging^to each of them; 
then comes the figure of S. George, on a real 
horse 'from the royal stables, led by the king's' 
servants in &11 royal livery, and very much re^ 
seboMing the knave of clubs. The sainf s dress is^ 
very like that in which Francis I. of France is' 
usually -represented; and Ins. velvet hat, adorned 
with white « ostrich feathers, is studded all over 
with diamonds of a pro(£gious value. These are 

tiie property of the duke deCadaval*, who lends 

* 

them for the occasion, and who I believe does not 
find that they multiply in number for having passed 
1iirough:the fingers of the .monks. . 
( Behind the saintj comes his page, also ri<;hly 
dressed, mid mounted < on one x>f the royal sMd^- 



c 



* Of a branch of the Montmorency family. 



l4Si FIOURB ANP EQUIPAGE OF S. GBOROE. 

9ikd he k followed again by the annoui: beajrer cyf 
the belfiquou9 saints dressed in complete annour 
of a more than common siise ; so that to perform. 
I3m character the priests are oUiged to employ 
tib^ sturdiest gallego they can find. Then fcdlow 
all the knights of the different, orders^ dressed in 
ihm robes^ and walkmg in double file with white 
stares m thw hands. These are succeeded by 
some led horses gorgeo:asly caparisoned. Then 
cosKiea a band of music^ su(^ as w^s in use i^ & 
Creorge'a time^k the prindpal instrument being a. 
kettle drum- The dresses of the musician£k 99^ 
the noise which tbey make, are alike ridicuJou;^ hk 
the extreme. After these and a few more eccle- 
siastical personages^ is. carried the pretended body 
of our SaYiour^. laid out oh a bier^ covered ov^r? 
with a Yery tick paU» and screened by a c^nopy^ 
the poles 0f which are borne by the most distin* 
guished men of the state : his majesty walking by 
the side on the r^ht» and the heir apparent on ik^ 
left &c. 

. The rear> as in other processions, is brought up 
by a considerable detachment of troops and one 
or more bands of music. The whole of the Ro(io 
squMe and the prmi%>al streets are lined with 
troops, who^ as well as the people, kneel as the 
body passes in front of them. After making the 
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mmi tour^ the j^ocessioii returnsfL to the ehwch 
from whence it set off, ^vith the exceptkm of Saint 
George^ who^ being a brigadier in the service goes 
(previous to returning to his quarters) accon^ 
panied by his page and armour bearer, to the 
castle for the purpose of receiving his year's pay* 
His arrival there is announced by the firing of a 
gun and letting off of a locket. After completing 
his errand^ he also returns to take his station in 
the church. 

Formerly, when ladies wore their hair turned 
up like prodigious towers cS powder and pomar 
tum, in imitation of the Caffre beauties vriih their 
pyramids of suet and brick dust, the coiffeurs 
were in such request previous to the Corpua 
Christi procession, that many ladies, nay most 
ladios, were compelled to begin to submit to this 
long operation at an early hour on the eve, and to 
pasfii the night on a chair for fear of discomposing 
their unnatural adjustment. Tins processiooc 
being invariably in the heat of summer, much in*^ 
convenience results to every one present, as both; 
actors and spectators are compelled to remain un- 
covered. The monks above all suffer a great deal 
from the burning rays of the sun on their shaven 
crowns ; and these they are seen occasionally to 
shade with the rolls of vocal music which some of 
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, 

them carry ; wliile the knights sometimes throw' 
the tail of their robes over their heads. 

On the eve of S. Antonio's day^ nutnberless tar 
foarrelff and fireworks are burnt in every quarter 
of the city; augmenting the ' already in^ufiBbrable' 
heat of the atmosphere^ as this festival likewise 
happens in summer. The procession of this fa- 
vorite saint and especial patron of Portugal is 
enriched by the attendance of almost every saint 
in the city. Here are seen Nossas Senboras of all 
sorts, sizes; colours, and dresses: every parish try- 
ing to out do its neighbour in the quantity of tin- 
sel and tawdry finery in which they are decked' 

ouf. ' '. 

» ' • ' ■ 

Here attend all the brotherhoods of all the' 
parishes^ and the monks of every convent in the 
city. The images, which amount to upwards of a 
hundred^ oflPer a great variety as may be supposed. 
Some of the stands are composed of groups ; for 
instance, a crucifix with the Marys at the foot ^ 
of it ; and another with S. Francisco de Paula 
kneeling before it, and a red thread or twine 
isiSiuing from all the wounds of our Saviour, and 
fixed at the other end, in corresponding parts of 
the sdnVs person, who holds his arms extended. 
^ This, which is represented in the plate, is de- 
scriptive of what is said to have happened io that- 
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«aint. 'While he was onee iii die nudst of the most 

* 

fervent derotion and praying to bear a part of 
Christ's pains^ the heavens are described as having 
suddenly opened. The Sa^dour appeared jstill 
nailed to the aross ; iLnd by exceiss of sympathy 
ihe holy S. Francis felt his hands^ feet^ axd. side, 
pierced through with cruel wounds from blood> 
irhidi spirted from liiose of his master. 

The images of S. Antonio Which appear In his 
procesrion are yety numerous and yaried> but most 
of them; rqur^sent him carrying- th^ infant Jesus 
^ted on a book which he holds on the palm of 
his hand ; the signification of whidi i^ Ihis. S* An^ 
tomo 18 described as being aveiy handsome young 
saint, of manners so agreeable and gay^ that the 
infant Jei^us on many occasions shewed marks of 
particular favor towards him; and in the case 
here represented deigned to interfere in his studied, 
in & manneiF of which S« Ant<^9 ever after was 
exceedingly proud. 

Th^ legend Telates thdt ihe Idttei^ was one day 
pdribg over bgcob very abstruse subject in a 
volume of theology, and after much trouble and 
study was about <;oining to a conclusive decision 
on the doub^l question, when suddenly the in* 
fant Jesus appeared in a cloud and seated himself 
down on the page, patting S. Antony's face with 
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in. Httte.kto&r This defnmg iU wo^ld . toi? ^ 
hectet, vrhkk Si AnUinfs p&rofound wi^icmi ivm 
fiboot to miraFel, is supposed to be, inteiid£d!9ii'^ 
hint 1x>.dl Christiahs, to accord aa imidiGit i^aid 
bumble b^f in llie mysteries of ^oiir tefigion^ 
99lAo»t .losing \abd wasting time in tn^aphysifiil 
reseaik^hes. " . r .' .,.''.;/- -:'; I. 

The proeeii^sion of S. Bebto hitppdns diiii^ 
LeiYti and it not being a t^ remarkalde one, I 
ikhould have said nothing about, it^. but ihat^ in 
the edtorse of its'passage tiirougfa th^ streets, a 
'far<»e is performed, i^lndi distingiush^sit from dl 
otliers; ' This hxce is as fdlows* A :grofup of 
men i{i penitents' hoods very simflac to dbnunod 
precede a ^4;aiid, on which are seen- tinrce men re^ 
pi'esenting Abraham, Isaac^ and the Angel: a 
Wo6den ram on erne side completes the group; 
At every pause made for die resting of the ;stfind 
bearers (Who are ocM^asionally relieved) foaae lies 
down on the altar; Abraham lifts up his ann to 
Strike; and the Ahgel dt the same momeint jeirks 
it back by means of a piece of tape, of whieli h^ 
holds one end wMle the other is tied to Abraham's 
wrist This is done in such a mimner; that 
very devout spectator^; can scarcely refrmn from 
the most boisterous mirth. The Aqgel generally 
fries to give, so violent a jerk as almost to upset 
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f6ox Afaraliam ; and but thut ihey choose for tlie 
llKlter character, a poor goodnfttured, feUow, one 
uiffat etpBQt to s»e these angelic practical jokes 
answered by a good box on the ear. 
\ The. penitents who precede and those who hh 
low the aboTe group^ flog themselves occamnally 
Ifith the didplines, but in doing so they g^ierally 
contrive, to hurt themselvea much less titan th^ 
)>y8tanders^ whom they hit now and then as if hf 
aoddent with the knotted end of thenr rope^ Tfab 
^hey do with more impunity owing to the conceal- 
ment of their faces» in tihdr purple two-hole^ 
dominoB* . 

'. Such then are Ihe principal, annual pro(3e£teaOiMK 
ia be seen in Lisbon. In 1815 a procession. <>f m 
imttsual nature was ord^ed by ^the cardinaVpatri* 
jirch ; and b^iog intend^ as an expiatory one for 
nevertd crimes whidi had been c(»ninitted by some 
«ii«rUegiou8 mposten in the northern provinces, it 
^as called a Procisssad do desacato« The patri- 
areht it appears, had learnt that robbers had 
broken into son^ isolated chapels it^ the province 
of Tras os montes ; and that, being disappointed at 
AiduEig that the holy vessels were of pewter (dit 
ailver ones had been carried away during the war) 
they had been exasperated to ecwnnit every, kind 
^ indignity which the most obscene imagin^ticm 
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could devifie eyen to the holy chalice itself, i 
which was a consecrated wafer. Fearful lest the 
nation should be visited by some signal judgment 
for these atrocities, the patriarch deemed it expe^ 
dient to make the above procession, which every 
Ifodj was expected to attend barefi>ot. 

The cortege was certainly a very numerous one ; 
t)ut only one image appeared in it, and that was 
1| Nossa Senhora whose church had been insulted^ 
«nd ta whom the nation thus made an ^' amende 
honorable*'^ The patriarch's desire of appeasing 
heaven, w^it still &rther : he revived the custom 
of the Ter^Oj which consists of a gathering of the 
inhabitants of each street^ at evening twilight or 
rather when the Ave Maria bell tolls, which is. a 
little after sun-set. Hefte they sing the Ter^^o, at 
liymn to the virgin^ in front of an image niched 
in the wall of some house with a lighted lanthortt 
suspended in front of it. Those of the inhabitanta 
whose houses are adjacent to these images; con^ 
ient themselves with coming to their windows and 
chiming in with the rest. In some streets the 
singing is.really beautiftil (in that of the Esperani^a 
Ibr instance) where there assemble a number of 
very fine and truly musical bass voices, owing to 
the neighbourhood of a chafaris or fountain^ at 
wluch the gallegos leave their barrels at those 
moments to join in the general chaunt. 
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• Therie is another ^ei^mony cdled flic Terf o^ 
which is a species of minor procession, haying for 
its object the collecting of money for the church;' 
A certain nmtnber of the brotherhood (Irmah^ 
dade *) meet in the vestry' at about - eight o'clock; 
at night and sally from thence through the street 
ei thcar parish dressed in a religious costume, and 
singing the hjnom of Nossa Senhora das Doreis :-^ 
bur Lady of pains or sufferings. Chie man bears^ 
a standard^ susp^ided like a square sail, im whicH 
h painted the figure of Nossa Senhora mth- no 
less than seven swords sticking in her bbsoni^^ 
emblems of the wounds her heart received at the 
treatment of her son. On each sidie <^ the standard 
bearer^ is another man bearing a lanthoiii at th6 
eM of a pole ; while several others^ provided with 
biiskets and each eairying a lighted archote (torch)^ 
tuA from window ta window to reqeive what may 
lofi thrown from them. 
. The silence which, at this hour of the! nighty 

• * Irmandade— or brotherhood—from /n»ai— brother, A 
eertain number of respectable tradesmen in eswh parish com- 
pose this body : they transact vestry business in rotation^ and 
accompany the Ter^o, as well as the host when it is carried 
out to the dying. 

TKe Irmandade da Misericordia have as their particula]^ 
duty the burial of the poor: they are exceedingly and most 
unjustly despised. 
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Qsnally reigns tlnroaghout the dty (parttculaitly 
m winter)^ when disturbed by the singing of iker 
Teripo of N. S. das I>oies> {Nrodnceis an effect Ingu*^ 
brionsly disagreeable. But to persons returning, 
home by themselves sind oh foot, thes6 processions;^ 
affi)rd a species of security; and Uie numeroUft 
forches which «re at these limes hi movement m 
all directions^ have not unfrequently defeated thei 
meditated blow of the assassin at the moment of 
his em^ging from his ludihg place. ? 

A caremony not less important ^li those of 
whidi I have spoken, and cme whkh is welf 
wor&y the attention of travellers, is the funeral 
procession of Bacalhao (salt fish) on the last day of 
Lent. Here a number of grotesque -p&soBagoi 
appear, a» ^T to carry along a corpse fmr intermcait ; 
and this semldanee of a dead body personifies the 
Quaresma (Lent)> and its eml^em salt fish, the 
chief aliment of most classes during the tortf 
days of self*denial* One of the cortege, ridicu- 
lously dressed, reads at the comers of the streets, 
the last will and testament of Senhor Bacalhao ; 
and to give this buffoonery an appearance of gra-^ 
vity, a few soldiers of the police cavalry escort the 
procession. 

But I must not omit to notice some other mock 
«Ugi..« p™oe«io.» whid. are still n.«e «™h5- 



Poiti^e^tflattburQts cff every description .^gm 
oil Ladyniay to enjoy, throughout the summer^ 
Khe light :of indulging in the siesta or ; m^^an 
iiap» Irom one^ o'clock until three p. m. This 
being a comfort to whichcthey attach great valuei 
tibeyr have a feast on that day; at the chapel tif 
Nossa Senhora dos Prazeres^ our lady of ^oy4 
ments ; which is situated i^ar Fonte Santa on the 
north-west side of the city. At Michaelmas the 
right of sesta ends^ and they celebrate its termi- 
nation by a mock funeral procession, arranged 
pretty much upon the same order of march which 
is observed when the sacrament goes to visit the 
sick* 

In front, are three men ; the centre one carry- 
ing a mortar board- suspended to a pole like a 
banner, while the others, carry emchadas (large 
hoes) upright, in imitation of lanthoms. An old 
tin water-pot serves for the bellman's use: and 
the incense-bearers carry mud baskets suspended 
by three or four strings. In these they put a few 
Ughted coals; and throwing something upon them 
to create a smoke, they swing the baskets to and 
fro as if they were censers. The trowels, pick 
axes, mallets, &c. all are made to represent some- 
thing connected with church ceremonies ; and the 
dress of this brotherhood consists of a common 
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sack ivtih a hole at the hottom for the head ta 
pass through^ and ope on each side for the arms. ^ 
Thus the most catholic people in the woiid 
amuse themselves in burlesquing holy things which: 
we heretics, with all the profaneness which they 
attribute to us, so shrink from regarding' with 
levity, that the very expf»sure of these mummeries 

rapidity.. 
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PORTUGUESE EQUIPAGES. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



PORTUGUESE EQUIPAGES. 



• t 



In the History of Portu^al^ vol. L p. 12^ pulK 
Jisbei in Lisbon in 1787^ may he read the con-r 
fession that ^' Nothing which we see in othe]^ 
countries could equal the state of debasement in 
which^ in Portugal^ the sciences and useAd arta 
were Ranged previous^ to the last reform of 1772*7 
That improvements were meditated at the pe^ 
fiod above mentioned is possible^ but they nof 
where i^pear to have been operated ; and in no**, 
thing is this more apparent than in the object in 
tile plate now before us. It is a correct sketch o£ 
a Lisbon vehicle — chaise^ hackney coach^ or what 
you will — for no other equipages are to be seen ; 
with the exception of ^ very few glass coaches be^ 
kmg^g to some English residents^ and the dumsily 
built and old fashioned court carriages^ heavy as 
porters' drays and gaudy as gilded ginger^bread^ 
^li^, during the kiqg^s absence at Rio, used. 
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together with some servants and soiled liveries^ to 
be let out for christenings to any one who chose 
to pay the expenses entailed by such borrowed 
tinsel. 

The 8eg^ or hackney coach is drawn by mules 
or horses^ sometimes by one of each. The con- 
struction of the vehicle is so wretchedly imagined, 
that it is not impervious to rdn or dust, haying 
nothing but the leather curtain in front to protect 
you from eitheir. This curtdn is left opeti in 'fine 
weather; although you then get covered with flies 
yfiho, being disturbed at your approach, rise is 
thick clouds from the street dunghills, and out of 
tevenge crowd in upon you, bringing with £hem 
small r^Kinants of that on which they have beeir 
feeding. In some streets, where the uncleanlin^s 
is greater than elsewhere, the bodies of the hors^ 
and the wheels of the vehide are literally covered 
by the disturbed swarms of these disgusting in^ 
sects ; and the buzzing noise which fills the air i^ 
&bnost sufficient to drown conversation* 
; It is impossible, even in the houses, to get rid 
of this intolerable nuisance. At table, if yoii let 
fall your knife, such are the clustering crowds of 
them, that you will kill at least from twenty to 
thirty without counting the woufided, who limping 
ij-way in all directions creep most likely into yoo^ip 
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plate An^ thus complete your nausea. Htrndre^ji 
•ere the expedients that have been tried to effect 
^ riddance of them* Some place, as is done ii^ 
England, plates of pcnson i^ar the windows; 
others tie bird-limed strings across the top of th6 
yoom for them to stick to at roosting hours* 
Sunches c^ cut paper are hung iip in the rooms 
itm which they* attach' themsdves at nighty and 
1)eing then set fire to suddenly, myriads are de^ 
«trt)yed at a Wow. - 

- But all these are ineffectual remedies, and no 
other alternative remains for a stranger than to 
resign himself to the evil, and quietly swallow as 
Many of them per diem as the natives, who being 
taceuistomed to it, do not feel the inconvenience. 
In the street, it is of urgent necessity to keep 
toe's mouth shut; tod if speech becomes neces- 
sary, let it at least be articulated without unclos^ 
ing the teeth* The mosquitos are also — but I 
have ^ready made too l<»ig a digression about 
flies, and must therefore return to my subject. 
' :When a sege is wanted, it is adviseable to ac- 
quaint its proprietor with your wishes the day be- 
fore ; Jdtherwise you are likely to wait until eleven 
or twelve o'clock before you see it arrive at youi* 
dbbr ; so slow are they, when. unprepared, to put 
their horses to. For half a day, the price is from 



i6f ^SaUIPAGBS OP THE N03ILITT^ 

^teen testoous ta two imlreu; ; but if you keep 
|t (or if the pojstilioii can drawl his time out) b^ 
jbnd one o'clock p. m. yoa are cGonpeUed to pay 
fox the M^iole day which is frcm three mp^ to four 
inilreis besides three or four shillii^ to the driyen 
Jt is seldom or ever that any of these latter fellows 
^e Goiomonly civile being in all Lisbon^ the moii 
Insolent people you meet with. I heard one of 
them,, who^ on being dismissed by a Portugu^ii^ 
colonel^ was not satisfied with /his gorjetta, and 
observed that the Colonel was obliged to stoop on 
entering the door on account of the length of hb 
ch^o and feather, exclaim^ in the hearing of the 
ladie$ ^' T^d graades b» tern, q nii6 Ihe cabem 
pela porta.*" Anglice, ** His antlers are too largf 
to get m at the door." 

. The only difference observable between the 
common seges mi those of the fidalgos consists 
in this, that the arredos (harness) and leather cur^ 
tains of the latter are perhs^s a Httle Ua^et 
than those of the former, although either wiU 
cover with smut the hands of any one who at- 
tempts to budde ihem. I say smut, because the 
name of blacking would be misapj^ed to diak 
with which they dean or rather dirt those parte 
of their equipages. No Mr. Warren, irith his 
ri^^l japan, is^nown in this grande.cidade, a Uttib 
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^egar imied vnih lainp Hack ot clnimiey U^^k 
being' reg^ded as a sufficient substitute foil b^ 
'^ jyiquid lustre f althpi^h the above spturiow. imi- 
tatidn of it is dignified- wikb the uaine of (Jbr^ltli 
Itigfejsa (Ei^li^ blacking)* : ^ ; 

' The mules belonging to &e seges <^ Hie tidi^ 
%os ai'o abo generally speaking in bett^ ardi^ 
tbaii those dP the common backn^.; but they 
^rely approach in exceOencb of breed ito t|iP9^ 
Afluch are termed of the.fi^a d' Alter, and 'are 
almost exclusively reserved for the use of the«roy4l 
-fittnily. 'As far as mules £ah be eallod bands^apie, 
-fliese certainly are pie.eimiient om itoy ia eria^ 
<ienee; and tUey are equalled. by no other breed 
ieil&er in sleekness of skin, height of stitture,'-^-Qr 
^xterky mid pronehess to Jddk even ait those 
wfaoise s^ time is dei^>ted to the care of them* 
-Sudi is tibe unteward nature of these shabby sub- 
ttituitoB for die nobler horse. 
. In tbe months of February an4 Mardb, it is 
ilsuai in' Portugal to give greea forage to mules 
'«^ horses: this cotiinsts of barley nearly fiiU 
IgFOwn a^ IB, ad may be imagined^ expensive 
^^liough particularly itx cases where a; anall ration 
x»f grain per diem is also allowed them. It i^ i^ 
this season of the year^ and by iaems, df.th^ 
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irekimfitit, that they acquire a beaiitifiil ^leelmew 
and embonpoint, both' of which be^ to dki^pbair 
Awards the end of autiinm, wheh thie stickixi^ of 
Ihe skin to the ribs woiild be more yii^Ie but for 
the rough hide with which' nature prdyides thenft 
im the aj^roach of winter. With' the ex^]ption 
d the greet! forage months^ the cattle in Portugal 
feed on istraw^ theri bdoig no hay in the counti^ 
•ow&g to the burnt up state of .all pasture at 39 
early a period as the end of April or beginnmgi^ 

'M«y. ' . • ' • 

A custom here exists whidi is exceedingly re- 
folting to the feelings of an Englishman^ and for 
which^ as no good .reason is alleged by tibe natives^ 
we must reproach the lazmess of the lacqumos and 
culpable connivance of their masters^ I meali 
that cruel custom of neter allowing their asumhls 
to lie down when inclined to sleep or rert ; — ^a torn- 
fort so well provided for iif our staldes^ and^ one 
would imagine^ jso indispeiisaUe for the weU-being 
of the cattle. No beds are therefore nmde for 
them of straw or of anything elde ; and whether 
Ihis is practised from a View to econolny^ or merely 
to save the trouble of curry-ccniibilig'a soiled faide^ 
1 will not pretend to determine. But this I know 
that the cruel custmdoes exist, and. that in order 
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to prevMt their )yii% dbwix to sleep^ their >hiilt6r8 
are-shorteBed to abdttt the length of tenor twelve 
inches ^very. night. «^ -^ 

. ' Indiaxi com is as frequently gif en to the ctttle 
a8:hafley ; and a small kind of bean aliso^ During 
the months of dry forage^ it frequently haj^ns 
that the jToof of the ammal's moudi becomes sq 
enlarged: as to ^project beyond th^ level of the 
teeth.* In these ^x^ases it is scMfied with a pen^ 
knife or even a/nail in various difectibns. tso as 
to produce^ a copious discharge of blood ; and thfi 
mouth is ^ then washed two or three times a day/ 
with a rag tied round a stiek> dipped in a miict^ore" 
(^.vinegar^ pounded 0iguons> an4 salt Until thii» 
r^iiedy/is ^ai^lied; the ai&nal -is una'ble tach^w 
his foodw . i have invambly observed that leeched 
attach themselves much mOre readily to^the mouths 
of iEfiliiinnals thus affected than to others^ when^ 
drinking. The fountains in Portu^d abound with^ 
this useful reptile ; and it would seem that 'this'' 
circuttffitance is a provision made 1^ natuife to give 
relief to the mouths of animals so diseased. 
- The retiuQ^rs in the fiEfctnilies of the Po?tiigneflio> 
fidalgos are very numerous, sometimes amounting^ 
to fifty, or sixty.^ Many hang- about the stables^ 
whose abode there is altogether unl^nown to th^' 
family ; .but their object in thus passing for ser- 

M 
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wmUs or; flteble bo^ is to ^oy tiib pmitw^'mii 
wluch appe9:tain3 by right to all tHe de^^daaaiB 
of a fidalgo. One of the chief .[irivileges^ indeed^ 
of a Pottuguese nobleman i$ the ianolabifity of 
]u8 mean^at outrhouses^ in cases where any of these 
ruffians; should take tefuge therein to elude the 
grasp of justice after the conunission of murder. 

The numb^less laquaion and ruffians;seen bask^ 
11^ in tha. sun at the. stable doors> and in the 
CQur^ qutrhouses &c. of a fidalgo, may be re« 
garded as iustouments of his revenge on the 
inerest occ&sions. . Uofortunately theote . are but 
too many sad instances on reoprd of the truth 
of this; and eVery one who has riesid^d for 9nj 
length of ^e m IM^m, pa^tieulady premus 
to the war, must have witnessed ox heard jof 
hundreds of atrocities of this nature, Jt used 
(not half a century, ago) to be quit^ afayorite 
amusement at ni|ght for the yom^ noblem(»^:tCb 
sally forth at the heM of a band of ]tjiieir;cuih 
^oat lacqueys^ called by them val^tods, and Uh 
way-lay, maini,j rob, or assassinate in the mmti 
cowardly manuer any oiie who might haye in- 
curred their diefleasure. 

, A B^lgiaii gentleman, on coming from the opera 
ill 1800it was pursue by a gaing of these henies ; 
but screemng himself sudd^y in a paift cf the 
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^dk near Jkidib'i eating liause> they passed' fh& 
^aoe of hiis odntealm^nt Faili^ in their aJ^ten^fc 
to catdl Mtb/ thjej Were bitterly upbraided ^aIld: 
abused hy 4med the party; and he heard the 
others aiisMrer; '^ It is not our fimlt if he escaped ; 
your Excellency must have seen that .Hnre were 
d<^se upM ini heels: hut he has dbappeared 
Nossa Senhora knows wher^." 
' Abbut the ^e here alluded to^ and in most 
families of iMa%os eveb it ottr tames, the young 
hcdr & seen all day lomiging about itith th^e 
WortMess wretches in the stables, tdsswg Up 
eoppers with ihem in tiie court-yard> i^yijn^ at 
bisca'(a game at cards) with them on'ihe :fltgl^t» 
of steps, and learning to smoket segars in a knew* 
11^ style^ wiih a whip in tiie other hmAs. aJid th^ 
hirt, with the true farayxi air, eocked up on one 
side. This, instead of liter faryporsuits, orin faet 
ef aAy calculated to imj^ctve the thuud, isitte he^ 
gimrnig, and in many casey the £nishmg, of a fidal^ 
go's education. O^e' tiling liotweVe]^ (I must not 
forget to say) is nieiver om&tted; and that is eques^ 
iriaU instruction^ The yciung nobifity tnsuaSly at- 
tend a riding house, if that name uiay be gften t6 
a place in which they are taught to sit as upright 
aisi a poker, not oti a saddle but in< a box, which 
cmies up as Ingh nearly as the abdomen in fronts 

m2 
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aiiii to a corresponding height bc^nd^ fprmii^ a 
ree^tacle for seat and thighs^ out of^ which it is- 
imposnble to be thrown. Yet even when gecurety 
packed in these woodeacases^ the:prowest cava-: 
liers of Portugal never dare to. attempt the mighty, 
hazard of a leap. 

I have endeavoured; as well as the size of the 
drawing will permit/ .to deUneate^his saddle-box; 
which, as' in universal use. throughout. Portugal, 
belongs equally to the fidalgo. and the postiBion; 
The jack boots, too, worn by.i;he postillion in the 
plate are in general request ; and, as Med by the 
embryo 'fidalgos,' come (when standing,) half, wi^ 
up their thighs. These,' with a high cocked hat; 
or moon raker, and a long straight whip, complete 
in' their estimation the. costume jof :^a knowing ga]*: 
lant. r: Such bduig the leading points in 5 the e4ur 
cation of a young fidalgo, it wiU not suirprise.any 
one to be tdd that, with ihe exceptibn of ayi?ii' of 

m 

the order ^ho are distingnishedfw the Inghestrde* 
gree of mental acquirjements and employed in/dir 
plomacy at foreign* coiirtSy the great ma^^s^of them 
^e plunged in brutal ignorance. Of their taste 
for, and knowledge of the delineating art, I shall 
jiist give a- sample.' - i; .. c? : « 

A foreign officer ! of rank^ andjof c(msi#^i|l4e 
merit as a landscape painter, had amufted.l^Bisdlf 
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fay makiBg a beautiful collection of views of. the 
most picturesque parts of Cintra. - Hundreds of 
persons of the high^t rank solicited permission ito 
see these productions^ and were, with: the polite- 
ness chaiBCjteristic of this amiable and distinguished 
officer^ readily'^admitted. ■ . This however becoming 
every day more troublesome, . and breaking in 
upon. hi$^^ valuable time, he received, them at last 
^^ en pemtre" without discontinuing his occupation. 
On one occasion,, a fidalgo of the very first water 
drove up to his do(»p, and being ushered intp his 
room all covered, with stars, expressed his desire 
to be indulged as others had been. The officer 
pointed out to him a great portfolio> and begged 
that His -Excellency would arrange the drawings 
according ^ to his own taste along the chairs, re- 
gretting that the state of -the pieee at which he 
was engaged at the moment would not admit of 
his quitting it to assist him, without endangering 
the spoiling of his^ work. The great fnan betook 
Inmself to placing the landscapes in a row, against 
ilie light, and almost all of them, upside down : 
then retreating a few paces and bringing his' glass 
to his eye, he exclaimed with great pathoi^, ^* Que 
bellos mapas." — "What beautiful maps ;" evidently 
tdting the clouds for a troubled ocean, and the 
horizon for the sea coast 
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AiDoagflie great pririleges which the aoble< 
BSkjay, 19* that of A{K)^entadoaiay active wA pas^iyie» 
The formeor m^^lies tbat^ if they takci a Mking to 
thie home of any indmdud yibo doea not possess 
&e n^ of passive Apo«eiitadoria, th^ may turn 
faim out of it aans ^eeremiuiie, ^id imtaU in 1»9 
place aay of llieir xnistresaea^ servants^ 0r othei 
persons whom tltey please. This pri^ege, to a 
oeftaia exteiit^ belongs also to the liiilitary^ who 
can dislodge a cdti^n by alleging that the prox-* 
imty^ of his house to the bairacks renders their 
oeciipation of it necessary &r ihe public service* 
The passive Aposentadoria enables the possessor to 
bold his house vAthont danger of dislodgemefikt } 
bift the unh^py wight^ who has neither the one 
privilege nor the otlier^ is sulgect at e^ery moment 
to be turned out of jJDots. 

; If aJPartngueae detect his wife in the actual 
cQmmissito^pf adidtery^ he k permitted by law to 
inflict immediate death upon both the oSmder^i 
pronrij^d the male party be neitlpr' an eixdesiastie^ 
a JdaIgo> nqr a dezembargador^ towards either of 
vhqm : il(e fiction wmdd he ^^msbable 4s 

How jdifferent is this b&ninistr^itiQn of justicfii 
fr^that c^whidi we read as paraitisedJ^y'the 
king Don Pedro ; who^ instead of beibg surnamed 
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•^ Tie cruel/* ought to have befen termed the 
just ; for oMring to the summary manner in "which 
he punished crime^ and his total disregard for the 
hirth or" quality of the oflfeftders^ cases requiring 
capital punishment became at last ezceedmgly 
rare 2 — a convineii^g proof that lenity iai in many 
respects mistaken mercy. 

The following facts are mentioned by a Pbrtu*- 
guese historian^ and appear so much in point t^ 
the present case^ that I canndt refrain from giving 

than in the author's own words. *' A celrtain 

< 

edelesiastic transported with choler^ killed a mas<m 

* _ ^ 

who IM been the object of it. The king pre- 
tended ignorance of the crime, and w^ted quietly 
to observe what would be done in this cafee by the 
clergy ; but that body considered that the muiv 
derer had been punished sufficiently by his Sus^ 
pension from the exerdse of Ms fi!inctiohs during 
a year. .The iehJ&ons of the deceased were ex- 
cee«ngVtt.;e™ed at » flight . poMrn^ : «d 
lihe king gave secret otders to the mason's son to 
tin the murderer of his fatilier. He did so ; and 

r 

Jn cOnseqtience of it was condemned to death ; 
but when %he senteitce w&is brought to the king 
for ^ignielture, he ask^d w^hat trade the young man 
Was of, and beiiig answered that he was a mason, 
* Then,' said the king, ^ I condemn him to abstain 



(( 
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irbm working at' his tirade for the' space of one 

year. 

He afterwiurds piimshed with death alt capital 
crimes commiited by ecclesiastics ; and on their 
^titibniiig him to submit their cases to tilieir 
ttuperior jttdg<e (the Grand Latna of the ..triple 
crown), he very quietly ^nsweredj that he would 
content himself "with sending them before their 
<and his Superior Judge, meaning God. 

His majesty had a procuress burnt for ^ving 
'Up a young girl to admiral Lan^arote Pe^anba 
•and condemned the admiral to be beheaded. And 
.because a porter, \¥ho had been sent with a uoiifir 
i^tion to a fidfjgo, ^M>mpl^ed to the king that 
the latter had struck Um and had plucked his 
.beard'; his niig$sty, turning round to the corregi- 
Aqx {£ th$ court wbo was rpreseptj^ exclaimed 

Help me liOuaen^o Goos^kes^ for a man has 
struck me on the &pe and i^ucked ^my beard ;*' 
upon which the fidalgo was t^m up and be- 
headed. Such was i^ short th^ inflerildlity and 
impartiality k) the manner of this king's adminisr 
tration of justicCj that, at his death, he was sorely 
lamented by his people, who declared that they 
never had before seefi^ and never again cjq^ted 
to witness, such ten y^oss aA those of ^h^ r^^ qf 
PoaPedrot " 
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To return to modern '&ialgos^ and their house* 
holds — ^At the' mention of such sounding numbers 
as fifiy or sixty domestics^ an uninformed person 
might conjecture that the- expence incurred in the 
maintehance of so numerous a suite inust be tre- 
mendous ; but this is far from being the case. 
The major domo (mor domo) and moipo'da copa 
together with one or two'aias (female attendants) 
eat of what comies from the fidalgo's table ; which^ 
by the bye, has rarely any thing else on it, but 
vacca com arfos, or galinha com arros *, followed 
by some olives and sweetmeats : in the melon 
season, this fruit being always the^r^^ dish on 
the table, cut up in slices. 'All tibe rest of the 
retinue hare a ration senr^ out to each hy the 
mo^o da copa (butler) consisting of bread, rice or 
fegdes, (dried kidney bearw) and a smaH measure 
of olive oili Flew have any pecuniary 'stipend, 
with ihe exception of the footmen, who having 
some sort of liy^y-jack^t and pigtail, scramble up 
behind the carriage, and make faces at every one 
who looks surprised at the . shaUmiess of their 
equipment. 

The Poirtugu^e noble families have th& same 



'. *' Faccte--4)cef— -arros— rice-— gfeZt«Aa--*a fowl. Oalinha 
com arrf^9-^SL piU^u, ox fowl boilect in riceJ • < 
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fidkniloiis pnde in deducing thdbr pedigree fifom 
die most, remote antiquity, which in bur own 
country lougliahly dbtinguidies thei scd-'disant de«- 
seeudants froni liewellyn. The house of da Costa 
is however^ indisputably the most zjui&A, being 
deaoendbd :in direct fine from Donna Eva dadoata^ 
oar umTersal grandmothar: Eve^ aceording to 
Portuguese heralds, having taken the above name 
^oin the drdumstance of her creation from Adam^s 
CoBtaoraide. 

i The mode of addressing the different ranks of 
persons ill i^ortugal is an observance of critical 
niceiy i^ for nothing is more easy to foreigners 
than to:^aiake mistakes, which would draw dowti 
the iireconcileable hatred of Hbd offended di&nu^ 
t«k<: -I. i simple »«.I»»e, y«. n^ ^ 
wiArea: a Ycwsa Merce; but it ware* still more 
»greeaUe:to Inm if i^ddng in tie tinrd person 
you said o Senhor (the seidior). To a homem 
4e^ gravida lavada'Csee note, p. 14.) the treatment 
of «£9idioria is indispensable. . Vossa senhoria vai 
passear^? Is^ your Lordship going to walk } Bu4^ 
strictly speakmg, although this title is addressed 
to jevory feflow .who can pay has washetwoiinan, 
it belongs from the rank of baron down to that of 
jsolone^ of regiments, who nevertheless can only 
exact it from the individuds of their own regr^ 
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mentsj and even that by eourtesy. The title of 
Excellency^ although lavished at Oporto and in 
the northern provinces on every shop keeper's 
family^ is a little more sparingly ^ven in the 



metropolis^ where it is addressed wholly and solely 
to those who have a right to it ; i. e. to counts^ 
viscounts^ and from those titles upwards. 

The attributes of the kings of Portugal are, 
although known to most people, well wortii re- 
cording here, since I am speaking of titles. What 
can be more imposing than ^^ Don such a (me. By 
the grace of God king of Portugal and the Al- 
garves, on this and on that side of the sea. In 
Africa, Lord of Guinea, and of the conquest, navi- 
gation, and commerce of Ethiopia, Arabia, Persia 
and Brasdl."' 



w 9 



»> r 









• • J • 






CHAPTER IX. 



THE PORTUGUESE COURT. 



COURT OF DOR J0a6 YI. AT &I0 — ^DAT8 OV THE BBIJA1Ca6 
OB KISSING OF HANDS— ACCOUNT OF THS CBBBMONIAL — THE 
BOTAL FAMILY OF POBTUOAL — ^UNIVERSAL BECSPTION OF PE- 
TITIONS BY THE KINO GROSS ABUSE OF THIS PATERNAL 

CONDESCENSION — ^DEVOTION OF THE KING — ^HYPOCRISY OF BIS 
SUITORS ' — EXQUISITE MUSIC OF THE ROYAL CHAPEL •— THE 
PATRIARCH OF LISBON — ^ACCOUNT OF HIS STATE AND DIGNITY 

^HIS PALACE AND IMMENSE REYENUES— DESCRIPTION OF HIS 

EQUIPAGE — MIRACLE LATELY WORKED BY THE VIRGIN TO 
SAVE THE LIFE OF THE PATRIARCH. 



1 * 



^.J" . - 



• V 



.( •• 



•; ) 



V -_ _. 



f ^. 



I k 



• i 



M*»<HI»i* 11 ■ ■ 






CHAPTER IX. 



THE PORTUGUESE COURT. 



AiL^the court of Don John VI. on tlie'da;^s caHedf 
Beijamad (kiss hand)^ his majesty sits on^ \As 
tiirone at the upper end of an oblong saloon;' 
having on his left hand her majesty the tjueen/ 
also seated on a throne. On her I^ are seen- 
standing up in a row^ according to sesiorityi the 
princes and princesses of the blood ; at a little 
distance fix>m the latter^ and ranged along the 
WaU at right angles with them^ are placed the' 
ladies of homur^ having on their left the camaris^ 
tto &Cii At each extremity of the side opposite to 
A^t of the throne^ is a doco* opening into the 
saioon^ where the nohleis are allowed io assemUe 
previous to admission; and beyond which is an^ 
other caHed Sala dos Tudescos. This room is ap^ 
propriated for officers of the army, ^ homems de 
^vata lavada,^ and in short for all the rabble : 
for this monarch, wortliy to be called the .father 
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of his people^ admits into his presence the meanest 
of his subjects and listens to their supplications. 

The inner doors^ that is, those communicating 
from the nobles' room to that of the throne, are 
each guarded by two chamberlains (camaristas) 
from whom every one experiences that civiUty of 
treatment, which distinguishes men of polished 
manners and good breeding. But at the door 
which opens into the ^^ sala dos tudescos" stands 
a, brute of a halberdier, who, if he sees amongst 
the foremost of the candidates for admission, any 
officer of the army, even crippled in the seryice,^ 
mvariaUy pushes him back to make way for some; 
coipulent friar, ad^g, *y Stand back senhor offi-: 
cial ; enter if ycm please, most reverend father." 

The signal being giyen, for the opening of the 
royal saloon, the court band of music^ in their, 
very rich antique costume, begin to play ; and the 
whole scene assumes an imposing appearance.' 
The nobles file into the throne room, one- after 
the other at a slow pace, and when at a few stepa 
from the throne make a prcrfbund inclination,, 
then advance, kneel, and kiss the hand of the 
sovereign, who extends it to all his subjects with a> 
Ipok tridy paternal. This being done, they per- 
form the same homage precisely towards her. 
majesty and each of the royal family. They th^n 
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file but in tlie same order through the other door, 
at the same end of the room whence they entered. 
' In proportion as the nobles' room becomes 
^nptied^ the tudescos are admitted into it to t^e„ 
their turn ; ' and this ceremony lasts sometimes 

r 

from eleven o'clock km. to six p»m.» to the great 
&tigue of the princes and princesses who are 
standing all the time. The eldest of the former^ 
the present emperor of Brazil^ is as fine a young, 
man as can be seen ; with a handsome face^ manly 
staturcj and a commanding look^ bordering per* 
haps a littie upon severity, but which sits well on 
a prince; The princesses are very handsome, and 
of a beautiful complexion, notwithstanding their, 
long residence in the Brazils. 

Besides these days of Beijama6> his. mqesty^is. 
always very accessible to any one in his reahns ; 
end dearly does lie pay for Ins paternal conde* 
scehsion. I have calculated that the cxierage^ 
number of frivolous, worthless, and undeserving 
petition<ers, who pester his majesty every, day of 
his life, is no less than one hundred and fifty ; of 
whom two thirds, notwithstanding their profession 
of renouncing the ponip and vanities of the Worlds 
are friars craving situations of lucre. One of 
these holy m^. told me candidly thai; he had, at 
the moment he was speaking, no less than. four 

IN 
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dif^ent petitions inside his habit to present, afl 
drcumstances might offer a finrorable opportn^ 
mty ; all of them having &r object to obtain the 
rents of some chapel in reward for pretended ser- 
ivices to the state. It is true tibat,^ during the ufar, 
lie had quitted his convent for the more unre*^ 
iixauAed life of a soldier, and ' had always shewn 
himself foremost in revenging the grie& of his 
eoontry — wherever a sc^ie of rapine offered itself. 
But at the dose of tlie war, he, saintEke, took to 
the more profitable avocation of confessing devout 
ladies and providing dying men with passports and 
bills of exchange for St. Peter, receiving m return 
the property which they must leave behind, but 
which had better been bequeathed to their chil« 
dren and widows. 

Even French and Italian opera dancers ap* 
peaied in the ranks of supplicants, deman£ng 
psnraons fw the signal service of having shakeii 
tibeir limbs in sight of royalty; and by a strange 
peryerse^ess of things, these barefaced mounte- 
banks w^e oiien known to succeed, when unas** 
raming nadrit r^scnained, '' for want of prominence 
and just relief,** unrewarded. 

I have seen indhdduals soliciting the Fero 
{rank, privilege^, and immunities of nobility,) 
g^oundmg tJieir pi^fctensions on the circumstance 
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oi his majesty having, when prince regent, some 
thirty years before, condescended to alight at 
their father's quinta (country housed and partake 
of refreshments : — and they succeeded ; * for such 
is the custom of the country and the right ac- 
quired, when the sovereign condescends to alight 
and eat at the house of a subject. 

Su4?b was the advantage taken of his majesty's 
unequalled goodness of heart, that the very ave- 
nues and corridors leading to the royal chapel 
were at all times thronged with petitioilers of every 
description* In this place also, a scene often, nay 
every evading, presented itself of a nature truly 
ridiculous. I allude to the expedients resorted to 
by certain well dressed beggars (for the word pe- 
titioner is not sufllciently descriptive) who know- 
ing that his majesty is exceedingly devout, endea- 
voured to insinuate themselves into his good graces 
by the most barefaced mummery. Remaining 
prostrate during the whole cercimony of mass, with 
their lips fixed upon the flag stones of the chapel, 
or extending their arms *' en crucifie" and keep« 
ing their eyes fixed upon some saint during the 
whole service; they thus hoped to attract the 
king's attention, and render him propitious to their 
preposterous prayers. 

The music of the royal chapel is exquisitdfy 
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beautiful ; the choir being composed of the best 
castrati to be found in Italy^ who during mass^ 
play and sing the most delightful and choicest 
pieces of music in use on the stage. The salaries 
of these 'men are so prodigiously ^exorbitant, that' 
I shall not mention them lest I should be disbe- 
lieved. Besides the profits accruing to them from' 
their employment as choristers, they amass great 
property by hiring the^elves out to sing at even- 
ing parties. 

I never attended a soiree at Rio without seeing 
at it one or two of these castratL Their appear- 
ance is truly disgusting ; their complexi(m is mediy 
and perfectly colourless ; their hair lanky their 
eyes sunken, and their chin beardless. In conver-! 
sation their tones are squeaking, their whole ggit 
announces effeminacy, and their figures are re- 
markable for narrowness of shoulders, width of hip, 
and an exfa'aordinary development of length in the 
femur and tibia ; so much so that when sitting* 
down their knees are nearly in a level with their 
chin. .It is a curious fact that this great ^and un-^ 
natural development c^ the lower extremities is 
observable in the capon. *rhe dress of these ineii' 
when in the choir of the chapel is purple silk. - 1 
must not foiiget to add that most of them use m 
artificial complexion. ' 
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• 

The patriarch of Lisbon is the king's first chap, 
lain: he is a cardinal de Jure^ and takes prece- 
dence of all the bishops and archbishops in Portu- 
gal. His palace stands near Junqueira^ about 
half way between Alcantara bridge and Belem^ 
fuid resembles very much an old country > chateau 
in France, having very steep roofs and square 
tower at each angle. Between the twe towers 
which form the front of l&e centre, there is a spa^. 
cious balcony lined round to about the height of 
twelve feet with lazulejos (a species of white var- 
4ushed brick) ornamented with representations of 
mytholo^cal subjects. Few men . can be found 
.who will accept of the situation of cardinal pa- 
triarch, owing to the restraint which it imposes ; 
for whoever holds it is compelled to abstain from 
•frequenting parties, or any other places of recrea- 
tion. His duties are very arduous, and beyond 
belief laborious: for they iconsist in hearing mass 
every morning at his; own chapel; and when he 
'rides in his carriage through the Lisbon streets, it 
is always with the two forefingers of his right 
hand erect, with which he bestows his crucial be- 
nediction on the kneeling jabble. Add to all this, 
that he undergoes the painful necessity of poeket- 
ting a revenue of about £35,000 per ann«m. 
The carriage of the patriarch is precisely simin 
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lar to those belonging to the courts but Imed with 
papal purple ; of which colour are also his- live- 
ries. But it is in the horses Which draw his car- 
riage, that there exists so marked a distinction, 
that by them he may be recognised at least a 
mile off. The horses or mules which the country 
produces will, it seems, mffice to transport royalty 
wherever it may please to go ; but .to move the 
dignRy ™d rt^te of . c»dUud, «.methh3g m«. 
imposing is necessary. A set of horses called 
Urcos were therefore brought from HoUaud for 
the use of this grand lama of Lislxm, Thar 
colour is a darkish cream, and their stature and 
shape are precisely those of the dray horses of 
London. 

The patriarch who died in 1818 had been a 
long time unable to move about the metropolis : 
the consequence was that his successor found the 
inhabitants rather unused to the benedictory cere- 
mony; and as he drove up to the palace of the 
inquisition one day, where the meeting of the go- 
vernors * of the kingdom was held, the offi^r of 
the guard there stationed, proceeided with opened 
ranks to pay the complinient due to such rank, 
until the holy cardinal lifted his two fingers to 

* The patriarch was one of those during the king's absence. 



MIRAGI^ LATELY WORKED BY THE VIRGIN. 183 

bestow his blessing on the soldiers. The officer 
then mistook this for a reAisal of military honors^ 
and dismissed his troops accordingly. This so 
incensed the Lama^ that he caused the officer to 
be summoned before him, and gave him a severe 
reprimand for what was nothing but a mistake. 
A few days afterwards, on his return from the 
above meeting, and passmg in front of the marine 
arsenal, the guard, to shew its devotion, turned 
out ^th surpriang rapidity; and the dniimner 
beat, it seems, three more deafening ruffles, than 
the Urcos had ever been used to hear in Holland. 
For they darted oflP with such ungovernable vio- 
lence that the carriage was upset, the coachman 
thrown off his box, and killed, and but for N. S. 
da Penha de Frani^a, who worked a miracle upon 
the occasion, the patriarch would have been killed 
himself, instead of only receivmg numberless se- 
vere contusions. He ever afiter officially dispensed 
with military compliments, salutes, and ruffles; 
and had a little painting of the miracle stuck up 
in his chapel. Perhaps the poor coachman's widow 
might complain, that her husband had been ex- 
cluded by Nossa Senhora from his share in the 
miraculous preservation. 
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CHAPTER X. 



PORTUGUESE MANNERS, FEMALE DRESS, &c. 



The dress of the lower orders of females in Por- 
tugal^ when in-doors^ is not materially ^different 
from that of the same class of women in England; 
with this exception^ that the Portuguese weiur no 
caps, but merely a piece of black ribbai^ or velvet 
to assist the comb in eonfimng their immense 
quantity of hair, which is almost always of a jet 
black colour. This they usually untie about once 
a month, not so much for the purpose of combing 
it, as to destroy a part of the crowds of vennin^ 
lest perhaps their heads should otherwise be eaten 
off their shoulders. Instead of ponmtum, they 
use olive oil, in which they absolutely soak their 
hair ; m£my, however, treat themselves bccasicnh' 
ally with a little clarified hog's lard, called by them 
banha de Cheiro. 

Nothing would be more calculated to put a 
Portuguese woman into a passion, than to tell her 
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that her hair contained the unwelcome visitors 
above alluded to; although at the^ moment you 
might perceive them galloping about in all direc- 
tions on her forehead. Indeed^ when knittings 
the Portuguese women may be seen scratching 
their heads eternally with . the long needles used 
in the work. Nevertlieless^ as if to attract atten- 
tion to that p£urticular part of their persons^ they 
almost always ornament their hair with a pink^ 
which is their favorite flower. 

During the heat of summer^ most of them wear 
no. covering on the bosom^ which is consequently 
exposed to view ; but as this is the habit of the 
country, it attracts no observation. Perhaps the 
origin of this custom may in some measure be at- 
tributed, not merely to the heat of the climate, 
but to a certain consciousness of the superiority 
of form in this particular, which certainly distin- 
guishes the Portuguese females. . They are by 
nature (I speak of the Lisbon women) exceedingly 
indolent: — a defect which is not a little encou^- 
raged by their custom, of seldom or ever stirring 
out of thdr houses, except on occasions of great 
moment, or on Sundays and saints' days, for the 
purpose of going to mass. Affairs inunediately 
connected with their household seldom compel 
them to go mto the street ; as almost every thing 
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of wldch they stand in need is hawked about at 
the doors ; such as fish, vegetables, fruit, &c. 

Women of other countries, unaccustomed to such 
habits of seclusion as those which Portuguese ideas 
of decency compel their females to observe, woiild 
biit ill brook this confinement. But with them it 
is a matter of taste as well as habit ; their chief 
pleasure . consisting in looking out of their win- 
dows almost all day long, to observe every thing 
which takes place in the streets or at their neigh- 
bours', and to converse with the latter, verbally, 
if sufficiently near, or by means of their hands and 
fingers, if beyond the reach of the voice. Con- 
versations of many houirs* length are sometimes 
kept up in this way ; certain positions of the fin- 
gers standing for well understood syllables or 
words. 

Thus, with the aid of expressive gestures, two 
inaccessible persons are enabled to communicate' 
with all the facility of a Written correspondence ;' 
and with this superior advantagef, that they enjoy 
the pleasure of seemg each other and interchang- 
ing thoughts, without suspence or delay. Love 
being the pursuit which, almost to the exclusion 
of every other, engrosses the mind of the Portu- 
guese people, it may readily be conceived that this 
digitc^telegraphic intercourse is made the vehicle 
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of amatory declarations, which the nati<»ial custom 
of female seclusion renders it a difficult enterprise 
to convey in any other manner. 

When these females sally forth, to dmrch, 
their dress assumes quite a different appearance 
from their in-door costume. No people in tl^e 
world ^re so particukrly neat ahout the feet as they 
are ; their stockings are always of the whiteness 
c£ snow ; and their 9hoe», made of silk and not 
unfrequently ornamented with embroidery and 
spangles, are of very good workmanship. They 
wear over their dress a cloth capote, and over 
their heads a muslin handkerchief, berth adjusted 
in an artful and coquettish manner. 

Thus equipped, and improving the effect of thdr 
becoming costume by the graceful movement with 
which they deliberately pick out their way over 
a dirty pavement, they never fail, il nature Has 
been in the least propitious to them, to create an 
interest which women of other countries would 
be much longer in winning. However little ge- 
neral beauty of features a Portuguese young wo- 
mmi may be able to boast, she is sure to make 
conquests at first sight, owing to a single attract 
tion which she mvariably possesses : — a pair of the 
most lovely eyes in the world, either black w tha 
dice, or of a clear chesnut, or of a deep hazel hue. 
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and ever full of expression and inteUigence. Sudr 
are the soul speaking features which the Moorish 
bard delighted to celebrate^ and was wont to com- 
pare to the ejes of the gazelle. The long dark 
eyelash and the finely arched ^ehrow are likewise 
the distinguishing mai:ks of a Portuguese lace. 

At churchy the female part of the congregation 
sat and kneel on that portion of the ground which 
has a wooden floor elevated a few inches above 
the broad flag stones. Here they ^ter into con* 
versation with whomever of their own sex happen 
to be near them^ with all the afiltbility of a long 
acquaintance; and this ia usualLy continued, if 
they meet again in the street, by mutual stoiles 
and inclinations of the head, without entaUing the 
necessity of a closer acquaintance. The conversa* 
tion during the mass is mostly of a satirical nature ; 
and the objects of it, ore usually the cluster of 
young bucks who, ranged along the centre of the 
dburch, gaee impudently on the women instead' of 
attending to the s^vice. Indeed very few indi- 
viduals of eith^ s^, gaoerally speaking, are eves 
observed to pay strict attention, ta any other part 
of the ceremony, than Hiat of the d^atibn of the 
host. Then, certamly, one and all witbout ex- 
ception/ incline, thdr heads and bodies, and strike 
dieir breasta, the devout exekumtng, in a low 
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voice^ '' 'tis my feult, 'tis my fault, *tis my very 
great fault.'' 

But those youths, whom good fortune or great 
arrangement and foresight hay<e placed near their 
mistresses, take advantage of that convenient pos- 
ture and gentle murmur to whisper in their will- 
ing ears the passionate protestations of their loye ; 
for in the whole course of the week, perhaps, so 
favourable an opportunity might not again be 
found. Fbrian most justly . observes of the Por- 
tuguese ^^ lis semblent n^s pour Tamour : c*est b 
grande afi^e de leur vie: les plus grands sa^ 
crifices ne content rien des qu'il s'agit de cette 
passion." 

What I have said of the haluts of sedu^n 
amongst the lower orders of the faur sex, is in a 
much greater degree applicable to those ih higher 
life; Love is therefore in its origin seldom of any 
other kind than that which the aght of the indir 
vidual has inspired, and rarely the ^ect of a 
growing habit, from free communication. The 
cases of the latter nature happen only amongst 
relations, such as cousins, uncles and nieces, aunts 
and nephews, &c. for none of these degrees of re: 
lationship are held in Portugal as objecticms to an 
intermarriage, provided Ite money exacted for a 
papal dispensation can be aflK>rded by the parties. 
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As love at first sight is most general^ it is ast6^ 
nisfaiiig to what excesses it will carry individuals^ 
who have never, exchanged any thing but glances. 
It is rights however^ to obs^rve^ ' that the Portut 
guese have been in tins respect, as if de£agnedly> 
repaid by. nature for the inconveniences whidbi.the 
extreme watchfiilness of pai^eiits entails iqpon lov^s; 
no people being so remarkably ^fted with the ex-* 
pressive language of the eyes. . No . sooner, does a~ 
&ther discover in any way that Jbis daughter's af-^ 
fectibns are rivetted on some . olject, than, : if her 
disiapproves of the alliance, he put^ .her forthwith 
into a Recolhimento *• But if the lover'^ int^ih* 
tions be strictly honorable, the rank of the par ties 
equals and that any objection on the part of. the 
parents appears only a matter of caprice, then 
there is a law which, if! had i!ecourse to in: time, 
(that is, before the father confines the lady in a 
Recdfaimento) is highly favorable td. the. lovers^ 
The swain has only to make an application to a 
certain tribunal, descriUng how the matter jstandet^ 

m 

and declaring that his object is marriage. The 
ofiicers of justice then go with due solemnity to 

* Recolhimento: — a place of reUgious seclusion. Indivi- 

iduals forced into a Recolhimento, or entering voluntarily, do 

not, as a matter of course, take the veil. There is, however, 

a body of regular nuns belonging to every house of the kind. , 
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la^'s house, and denuaidihg her 6f her frth^ 
(who dares not reskt the law) oonvey h^r to the 
house of some parent or respectable friend, there 
to remasii unmolested until the necessary arTang&- 
ments shall be made fiir: her: union with her far 
vored lover. This is what iha Portuguese term 
f^ estar em depoadto/' to be in deposit* In tins 
situation, the young lady may receive the visits 
both of her father and lover, provided it be in the 
presence of other persons. But visits from the 
parents are x^are occurrences, as they most fre* 
i|uently, when these extremities have been resorted 
to, tif^ly discard their children : although pater- 
nal aflbctiott, here, as in every other country, pro* 
duces in nine cases out of ten a final reconciliition. 
In cases however where the father has taken 
time by the forelodk, it is diffictdt to surmount 
tiie obstacles by which he is enabled to carry 
his point. And if an elopement has been pia^e- 
trated or even attempted, the law then is so much 
in favor of parental, authority, that its ri^oiir to- 
wards the lovers is extreme. About the year 
1811 or 12, two persons of a civil department of 
the British ipmy fell in love with two sisters, the 
daughters of a man, in whom much authority was 
vested, near Villa franca^ As the stores, with 
which these persons were enteusted, were in part 



PATE OF TIfB PARTIBS. 195 

itaagazined in a spacious ground floor o£ tiie huild- 
ing inhabited by the ladies^ they contrived ^th 
lovers' ingenuity to make an aperture in the ceil-> 
ing for their more easy communication. Unfortu- 
na.tely^ however, the suspicions of the father were 
excited ; and he broke upon their sweet converse 
cme evening. One of the gendemen was skilful 
enough to get dear off with the object of his af- 
fections ; and sailing immediately for England he 
thus eluded the fate which awaited his companion. 
The latter, had not proceeded Ar on .his flight be- 
fore he was overtaken; his lady was wrested from 
lam, and thrown into a convent ; and he- hmiself 
was confined in the limoeiro, or common jaU^ 
from whence he was by particular favor transfer* 
l^ed'Some time aflerwardi^ to the c^tleof S. George. 
Numberless were the intercessions made to induce 
the father to relent, but all were fruitless. It is 
said that our ambassador interceded in>l3ie young 
man's favor to obtain his release ; but l^at the fa- 
ther, fearing it would be effected, declared that he 
would appeal to the general Cortes of the nation 
to prevent it : — so determined was he to glut his 
revenge to the utmost limits of the law. At the 
end of six or seven years, this obdurate and vin- 
dictive wretch died, and the charm being dispelled, 
the gentleman obtained his release. 

o2 
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TKe street equipment of females of the lower 
orders, called by them '^ Capa e l^fo/'is do very 
becoming, that in the winter season it is not un- 
frequeritly adopted by young ladies ; and as the 
weather is seldom sufficiendy cold to render fires 
necessary, the only expedient which they ad^pt 
for keeping themselves warm is that of wearing 
the ca^te in doors. All classes of women are 
therefore provided with this article of dress, whe- 
ther they wear it in public or not. 
. Whenever a young lady is indisposed^ you see her 
with her cjqjwte on ; and they who are habitually in 
bad health seldom go without it. In fact this 
cloak is a covering for all things : with it wrapped 
round them they might be en chemise without its 
being discemable ; and in spite of the Argus like 
precautions of vigilant parents, many a little faiix 
pas is committed^ the conseqp^ces pf which are 
veiled from observation by the happy invention of 
the capote, the lady protesting, (and w^th reason) 
that she is ii^i^posed, until the critical moment is 

passed. - 

I have in former pages endeavoured to iUustratq 
my subject by some anecdote or other in support 
of my assertions. I shall therefore do the same 
in the present case. A lady, an acquaintance of 
minie, residing on a first floor, observed that a 
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young lady who^ with her parents, inhabited the 
second floor of the same, house, had been for seve- 
ral months complaining, sometimes of one. ailment, 
sometimes of another ; and was, it is needless to 
say, wr^ped up constantly in her capote. After 
a certain lapse of time, she came down stairs to 
my fiiend ; and throwing her arms round her neck, 
sobbed out a confession of her real situation, im- 
ploring her aid, as she imagined, that the period 
long dreaded was at length arrived. 
. My friend . embarrassed how to act, but yielding 
at last to compassion for the unhappy girl, sent 
up a request to her parents that their daughter 
nught be allowed to remain with her for a day or 
two in order to assist her in some preparations of 
linen &c. for charitable uses, which she feared she 
should not otherwise be able to. finish in time. 
This was immedmiely granted. A sage woman 
.waa sent for, and a carrotty headed Uttle fellow 
soon, made his aj^arance : when the , mother ex- 
claimed, '' Oh how like his father! tbitt taQ red 
headed Irish friar my cpnfbssor/' 

The poor bantling was deposited at the Roda 
(foundling hosptal) and the young lady soon after 
left off. her capote, and resumed her dress as a 
*\ Senhora de Corpo :" an expression, by the way^ 
which corresponds with our term of lady, and 
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whicH is eqtiivatent in raiik to tbat^ in %hfe other 
sex, of '' homein de gravata bvada.*' 

Hie Roda, abovie alluded Id, is the rvigar 
name fi)r an esiaUishn&ent called '1 Hospital doa 
Emgeitados^ or Fofimdling HospitaL But tfaft 
Bibda ii^ strictly speaking a spedbs of'ttmQHalKHit^ 
nmilar to those filed id the grate'of a nuanery^ 
for receiting aftides to and &o^ To Hat fbiiiid** 
ling hospital, are' brought all tiie fruits bf Sictt 
amours, and sifently d^osited in tlie Bixbu ; The 
receptacle tluis humanely provided has, in scmie 
measure, the effect of oheelmig infanticide; al^ 
though I hare myself, at three s^eral times in 
Portugal, seen dead in&nte lying on dm^faiHs; 
whero they 'had apparently been concealed «id 
had'been scratched l3ut by dog& 

One of ihese instances oceuorring in a dead 
angle opposite to my own house, I had asi oppor- 
tunity ef witnessing every tting <;onnecN;ed wiHi 
it. A parcel of children were playing on tiie 
heap of nibH^, and acddentaSy uncdvered the 
body of a new bom dnld, which had the kj^peBtt- 
ance of having been very ' recently seei^eted there. 
Some of the naghbours remembered liaving, at a 
late hour on the precedmg eve^g, seen « man 
and woman In capotes apparency Wsied with 
something which lay on the ground. l%e eliild 



A. 8T0BT F&OM PCmTmillESB UFB. 199 

was aUowed to remam rm the same spotmlil iibe 
amvaL itf acrnie officets of justice ; - and who hav^ 
mg dome jbo Hie nnmb^ of £hfee» timed orer liie 
diUdiWJAh thetr.feet to asoeitam.if ihmd weieany 

imiliiifOf ijolencef 

Tltt^y: theta. oooinibbtedi their. oiis^rtalapiis to 
pi^r^hiid II Imk d»^ on the cfot by • mto wJbo 
ai»(M{«dmed tSi^ and had ihe hody l2irowii 
Wto:it« iOQ othf^r Jdnd of burial bdbg perautted 
tQ;;ar beings. OK wJhom it was not likely that aaoy 
motlk b^ erear described the emUem of sal^atiom 
Fw it is:a:Snxi artkde of bdief. among tibte Roman 
Qfitbf^^ .tb«4^. a obUd who dies be&re baptuote 
peiigi^UkQadi^ witbMtjamid^ and even lihe 
ifK?M^ «p]l|#^9d ampog tb^ 
t^ $bad who tbu^ dies goe^ into Limbo, a plaee 
9f ib^b: o?!m sreatieji. 

^,:^ I became ; acqpial^f^d tnith another circumr 
aj^i^jot ^ juirture similar to vibat which I Uaari 
^v/; relf^tedj tegv^ng the Qpnyenienoe of caf 
PRt^.Ir#b»Qi m^MMP it before I mn fed intq loiy 
ffirtber .4!gr€*ioiis. A Portuguese gentleman, 
id^Ummg 4)^0 flight to Lisbon firom Sacarem^ 
heard, as he was passing near . a vineyard^ lite 
moap^ of a femalp io apparent siiffmng. He ^- 
nie4^^y proof^ded to Oxe spot^ where 1^ imod 
a young loid i^^pjj^ently Joyidy fenu* V^ labour. 
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who implored liis assbtance, .which he unhesitat* 
ingly affi>fcled'to the best of his power/ She 
afterwards conjured him by every thing that was 
sacred to oarry the new bom to the Roda in the 
dty. To this he also consented. The darknettS 
of the nighty sbd the care whidi she had l^ken to 
ccneeal her features in the b0st way posinble; pw* 
upented his bcang able to recognife her positively. 
' But his curiosity however was so inuch exated^ 
that he foUowed her nt a convement distance un- 
perceived, land saw her enter a gentlemim's quinta 
not fiur off. Heconduded therefiore that she was 
the daughter of the house ; and he was not nns- 
taken. The interest which she hftd ezdted, in 
Irim was^so intense,— rfor his nation are notfastidi^ 
ens' in tbese matters^-^that for a long time he 
made that road his favorite ride, in order to enjoy 
4he happness of seehig her at her window. She 
had^not the most ^stant idea that he was the 
person v^ had rend^ed her so essential a ser- 
vice ; and she thensfore concluded • tiiat no being 
.^as acquainted wilh the shame to which, as it 
^ifitervrards appeared, the villainy of her confessor 
iiad exposed her. 

*^he ge^tlemaxi's addresses were therefore far 
vourabVp ^eceived^ and she was soon afterwards 
united to JiitK. About a twelvemonth after their 
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marriage, she was about to present him with the 
first pledge of their love ; and every anxious pre- 
paration was made for the event« But her caprices 
were so many and so great that they out-ran 
the tenderest solidtude ; and after having in vain 
endeavoured to satisfy every strange fancy and 
whim with all the devotion which the niost indul- 
gent of husbands could evince, he was at last pro- 
voked beyond patience to exclaim that ** she had 
been much less scrupulous when he assisted her 
in the vineyard." This indiscreet and unlucky 
sarcasm at so critical a moment had a fatal effect: 
— ^it threw her into violent convulsions under 
which she expired, leaving him long to lament the 
imprudence and rash irritation of a moment. 
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CHAPTER XL 



SOME PORTUGUESE CUSTOMS. 



At the accouchement of Portuguese women^ it is 
usual for the persons who are present to be telling 
their beads all the time; whilst some of them 
make promises of v^ous o^erings to the different 
saints, if they will grant a happy delivery to the 
lady. I was in the house of a fnend of mine, a 
Portuguese field officer, who had married his 
young niece, by virtue of fifty moidores given to 
the usurer of the triple crown. His lady was at 
the moment of my arrival ^* en couche f and 
my friend received me in the drawing room, which 
communicated with her bed room or alcove by a 
glass door. He was in great distress of mind, 
having in vain made every kind of promise to 
Nossa Senhora to procure a happy moment for his 
beloved wife. 

The ntualion of this lady was becoming every 
instant more critical, and the doctor entered the 
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parlour shaking Ms head with looks foreboding 
danger, when an old nurse of the family came for- 
ward and said to the colonel, '* Wherefore should 
we despond ? Have we not next door to us the 
convent of S.' Francisco de t^aula ? Is it not well 
averred that the truss of that saint is of the most 
precious efficacy in cases like this ? Send for it, 
and I promise you that all will go welUT 

A Portuguese young gentleman who was with 
me did not wsit to hear the end of this discourse ; 
but set off at the first hint to the convent next 
door, ax^d in s^ few momenta returned with ra friai: 
bringix]^ with him with^ due^ solemnity St. Frwds's 
greaay truss, which being laid upon tibe Bed so 
that the lady could see and touch it, she was sopa 
after safely deKvere^. ,Such was-thevirtuejn.tha 
truss, or the powers of th,e imagination c^erating 
a$i in prince Hdienlohe's easy miraGliest; or such 
were tthe operations of nature, whicjh, would h?.ve 
been the same if no truss bad been procured. 
This success seemed. to excite i^o sensation pf siir- 
prise, in uiy friend, or in any one else whp was ,pre- 
sent, it being looked upon as a matter of course. 

The Portuguese females are exceedingly pro- 
hfic ; and the number of children in a family is 
usually as great as in our clergymen's domestic 
circles. I knew a lady of quality (the vistountess 
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ef R** St *) wiio had, for Iier'iriiiare^ brought intp 
the world no less tiban tiiirty«-four duldiehiin |>er-- 
fect health. In families not. noble^ the ^iviaon (ji 
property <^ the death of die paiente is ecpial. 
But, with the fidalgos^ the esse is much th^ sam^^ 
as jn our own oountiry^ where probity is entailed. 
The ddest son^ called lim morgadoi inherita die 
whole ; and all the others are dependent on him. 
The nature of the Portuguese resident tliis less 
hard and more supportable than among ua; fer 
no :p^le are so distinguished for fratomal affect- 
tion as they arel Indeed, they cherish to ^ perfect 
tion erery feeling connected with consanguinity^ 

A war of such long dinration asn tfae^ast, and 
the cqpsequept contact with strJBoagers whose nian^ 
wstu and (mstoms are^ so di&rent^ has naturally 
been productive of consid^able changse in die Por* 
tuguese euatoms> and perhaps not much to their 
adrantage^ But in the old ^ families who adhere 
peftinaciouBly to ancient usage> and who are dencn 
minatedeven by themselves "pes de boi/ bullock's 
feet> &om their slow movements even towards im- 
provement, when sons or daughters of any age 
come into a room, however fuU of company it may 
be, they walk up in the first place to tfadbr father 
and mother, and kneeling down receive their bles- 
sing ; after which they hasten to salute the com- 
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pany, who^ far from looking upon them as fool- 
ishly old-fashioned^ highly approYe of this demonr 
stration of filial piety. 

The Portuguese ohscarve many little customs^ 
trifling in th^nselYes^ but calctdated' to promote ' 
a tendency to doYotion, and a continual feeling of 
gratitude to the Supreme Being. . For instasice^ 
m the morning early, just as day begins . to peep^ 
the belk toU three distinct strokes, whidi in iht 
ctinyents are a summons to matins ; and Laboured 
^ri thdr way to their occupafiom mrariaWy un- 
coYer themselYes at this signal (called by them 
'^ as.Trindades"), make the sign of the cross upon 
thdr breasts; and the^ pour forth a brief but ear- 
nest prayer. At midday, the same. &(ignal is giYen ; 
and people of all classes in the . stireets ' uncoyer 
themselYes, make the sign of thexarbiia, andprayl 
Th^ same custom is observed also at sunset, wli^n 
thanksgivings are offered up. for pi:eserYation 
during the day : this latter knell is termed the 
Ave Marias. However interesting the convei:sar 
tion in which they may have been engaged, it . is 
immediately suspended at this invitation to praycar. 

The Portuguese have another custom, the non- 
observance of which, in other countries, carries 
almost with it an appearance of neglect and un- 
kindness to a person who has long resided with 
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the Poitiigueiie ;-^t least I hare someiimes heal 
ibolish enoiigii to &el it so. I hieaai:the never t 
i^dling sahite efidted by a sneezeJ If you dianee 
ix^'siBktsse in tiie stceet^ whilst passing aeveifal p^r«- 
sons deeply engaged in conversation^ you will ob^ 
'ierve iJiemoall move tib^ Eats to you^ aceompahy- 
ing this civility with ^ Domimis tecumi" In a 
'Mom fuU of compsiny^ if one person sneezes^ all 
the rest ina^e hhn a ptofonndvindiiiation^and ex^ 
'cfaam as above ; or else '^ Viva meii Senhor, or minha 
isenhora f or not unfrequently to a lady> ^ Florei^ 
ilftiidiili Senh6)fa neste peito."* "Prosper fair lady iii 
iMs^ 'breast ;'* or " Reverdece mmha iSenhora/* ^ 
This last is very pretty in Portuguese, but its 
4^alii^ati€Mi into English is impossible without 
loiillg its beauty ; and rendered literally it i6 
'j^srfedps any thing but a qompliment, as it would 
imply tik&t the lady is dd.-^*' Grow green again 
i»q^: ^nhoia/" • 

' rhappened to be one day in the college of no^ 
b^i^ at tile 1ini:e when the studies in mathen^atics 
were going on. There were, I suppose, abciut 
«i8%t^' • rtudeilts ■ 'pife^nt, ' md the professor hap- 
|>miing to* i^%^ebe, all these g^tlemen roi^ ixp 
and bo^ed to Km with fespectfol -^^ vivas." If, 
however, the sneeze immediately follows a pinch 
of ^uiff, a difference is made, as no compliment is 

p 
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tbed Eeqiiiced; andrtd j^asevlent ii^ Ibs/siittffil^^ 
exdaims^ after h& first inkdae,^^ ^a&)(ta^9L cJbo^ 
lie jape.'^-^^^Take nanotiw cf it, K-is dniiflf f^ after 
^l»plk he. might sneezfe his dose off . wUhont faraig 
sdluiedi . ' . ^ * ^ : .; ; .. 

It IS dsa QUfitoinfeury m Poirtnguesd compaiiyji^tf 
A hfly ifisesfor saijj^xipo^, that aQ tiieigedttemen 
tise also>..and:do .notise^npte Hipw %&bAs until ishe 
doe^ ; tl^is abb obierrod- towairds sts^feeriots, evdm 
kt the be^. socdeitiesi :In ihe l^yee ?:'O0ixis of a k&- 
ektei', .wl^eneYear oa gentleman cioi^iiJfltojjy.AU 
tbo^6.wh6 happu to be.tberajdr^ai^ J:»s0.a»|[,$fpr 
lute Hm, wbidti he retytna, bagging* thexu.KaJi^ 
urtme thw^ eeatp j but whep.the rsnil^pf the prison 
iKhq euteir^i is^ that of a g^eueral offiq$r,:it wfeir^in 
ifaiA to ^3^pect .others, to Mt d^wn, utitU he n^ci- 
JJQW. their doing 30 byi;t|ikQ)g .a se«b bpM^ 
Here afco if, jiiji the heq,t of argfutfient, !(»ii^ g^ th# 
latter personages ishould in the cour^.of llupgepr 
ticjLilations m§]$:e.th? mot^eiBaeiit of r)sljig,;the .^bole 
i^inpany^ as if pull^ by a^ strings Mart up Wa^ 

.Thefije are.refi^eftwiits of pqlitenei^ unlpdl^wa 
in our climate ; but to balatu^e. ikm: e^me we 
^ve as propottianate a share, of: clcsatiUoefii and 
decency, qu^ties which in some respects. are/ al- 
together unknown in Li^b<>ti. What wouJd an 
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Ehglil^ ^etitlemaii 9ay if liis company indulged 
lhem$(elves ii^ efxpeetomtifig all over his oairpei; 
fet this is : nevertheless the case in Portuguese 
fioQety^ as every soul who h^ frequented it in 
iisbon must have observed with ^sgust. The 
doors, as -may be imagined, bear testhnmiy o^ tlag 
filthy habit. .... \ ■ . 

'» The^^ haMt of gesticulating is also cemtiaon to 
the. Portuguese, and the niost trrrial «ubjeets rf 
dont^ation are always acoompanied with actions 
irfthe head, body, and extremities, «o that irtran^ 
ge^s ^ then: landing In Lisbon conclude immet^ 
ately^thatthey^re amongst a very passionate and 

r - 

quarreli^me people. The Portuguese are remark- 
able likewise for talking excee<Kngly loud, and all 
^i^em at the same time, with ctA bagerness be- 
yond any thing known in other coimtries. - 
- * Napoleon in hi& Russian campaign had •four or 
five regiments of Portuguese, who had been forced 
^om their country by ike French army. These, 
with the tsharacteristic courage of' Portuguese 
troops, were filways amongst the moat eflfeetiVe 
and Wavest ^f his army ; but such wai^ their habit 
of vodferatihg loudly, that the place of their bi- 
Youac was always to be traced by the sound of 
their voices- At many miles' distaiM^e. Qf this I 
have been assured by some of the officers of those 
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fyarp$/ Who dedared that, from the. dk*mte'o{\i 
league, ill circmnfereoe^ round t^e ; Pqrtuguaete' 
camp, they cptild always find th^ir way, to it, were 
tkew^athej in the least fine, by marehi^g upoii 
the sound of the yoJees, even when; mjwiy thoUr 
^^l)dB >of sojidiera of other ntitipm; ^ex^ l^you.aekej} 
in the neighbourhood, .'['.':'•. 

The Porti^uese areiessceedingly ch&ritable in a 
)»mall wayp ^ In Hie coj^rs^pf the day they, give t# 
a.nttmj)0r:ctf beggars ; tJiQ gpflt ^se^ 
a five reis bit, which is rather less-th^n 'a h^UV 
pennyi. : If, howev^i'they- ^ire not indlined to giye 
anything,' their manner is exceecUs^y humaBe 
toward? the petitioner, and calculated to reconc^ 
him to Ins ' disappointment; as^ they move ;^ their 
hats saying, -^ Deos o favorece irma6z^o.^ " God 
favour you my brother/' upon which t^he beggar 
repli^, ^^ Seja pelp amor de Deos/' " 6e it' for 
;the love of God," and continues his w^* • ... '^ 

These . beggars axe sometimes insolent as, weU 
ps in other countries^ apd ungrateful also; I rer 
<p09nber giving a trifle to ^one of 4:hose who are 
fUVf^i' seen ajb a particular cQni€fr pf the ^ti^et, 
^sJiiMttog some., wpjjnd, ^orei op: defomiity; ^b4 
making a m^^st jiamentable .appeal td the Qompa;sr 

« ■ 

feioh of passengers, . On. receiving my donation he 
put oij a very thaidcful look, spying, " Nossa Sen* 
hora o pagara/' ^^ Our Lady will repay you f but 
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I hlLd hard}y gone tiyo.steps^ when winking to his 
peighbonr he added *' not V* x <' 

In Portugal people itivariably [salute each 'otUer 
if they meet beyond the limits, of the city, howev^ 
unacquainted they may happe)i to be ; and fo- 
reigners are easily recognized in the country by 
their non-observance of this civil custbiii, the omis* 
sion of which is regarded as a proof of ill breed- 
ing. Ladfes sitting at the windWs of their quihtas 
in the country are invarigbly. s^ted by evwy one 
who happens to pass. The peasants always ac- 
oMipany this civifitycbjr the benediction^ '^ Giiairde 
Deos a: vossa merceJ" " God preserve you, ^ or 
have you in his holy keeping." 

This last phrase is also the termination of all 
officifil letters, the last w;ord varying according to 
the rank of the person who is addressed ; and the 
addition of " muitos annos" (many years) is very 
frequently made. The superscriptions of letters 
are also very much in this style ; for instance, a 
son writing to his father, who may be a magistrate 
in a country town, would direct his letter thus : 

AQ i 

. vIUu9trissimQ Senhor Ma^oel Maria Fiilano 4e tal , 
mtiito meo Senhor e Pai 
' . ' digpissimo Juiz de Fora da villa de Borba 

a quern D** Gde muitos annos 
deste seu obed^ filho ^ Borba 

subd**^' e venerador 
Jose Maria das Bolas. 



%li FORMS OF ADDRESS ON LBTTERS. 

There is a set style for the tegfhnring of a letter 
which is seldom or ever departedv^fraB, excepting 
it be itf an offidal one. It runs th\is 

Ill«> Ben' Manoel de Souza 
meoank<^ esen'- 

Estimarei q'esta achara a V.S*^ desfrutaado ho^ 
perfdta saude em cocnprndaa da IU'°* S^ D« Fufia 
muito m*" S**- a cujas plantas obede(o» &c 

The literal transhtioii of which b as follows 

'MostWSenr'Mtd^S.' 
mylriG^ and Sea'* 

I hope that this may find yomr SeBboria iii 4ha 
enjoyment/of perfect health lA Ae cmnpany of the 
most Ill\ S". Donna Fufia^ very much my S"*., to 
whosej^^/* i potest obediclice.&o« 

In speafcmg of a deceased fethsr, a Portuguese 
will always move his hat and add in a parenthesos 
*■ Que Decs hqa'' whom Go4 keep» In speaking 
of the king^ a similar mark of reapect is shewn 
thus ^' ***t Sua Magestade (a quern DeecF 
guarde)** "*♦*• His majesty (whom God pre- 
serve)" and the head is at the same time uncovered. 
If . Port»g««e U under punM»nent, or in an, 
yrsty so circumstanced as to be compelled to make 
an earnest supplication^ he always says^ '' Seja 

* (Plantas, pedestals *) 
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peldsr; alinacs . :de sen pai e de spaa mad, s€|a pdas 
dnco^aigas de Christo, S^nhor nosdo'' >Pe it &i 
the 9(Ms sa&e el yoiir £rth6rand i»atlier^ t)e it for 
0^ fyse WDuiukf of Christ oar Lord/ 

• 

Wh9n 4he PoHugues^ ttteet in tiie el^eet :a' pefi- 
sfaa. of Iheir aoqieuai^ance mhcna they hsiw not 
seen £)r sbitnov time, they mTeoKB^ly ilirow theit 
arms itmoA Usa ' md'i M I4m off tke ground, de^ 
dariii§ how f ejdo^ diey are to see him, and ;|^o^ 
tertmg that he ha& grown fat^ though he be ai 
kan.as.alizsrd« r 

I iSostugaeie females of all iranks jia^e a decided 
pjurtiali^' fcr* lapdogm^ monkeys, and parrots ; js£ 
the latter of which great numbers are brought 
from the coasts of Africa and America by their 
traders, and their education is usually begun by 
the sailors during the passage. Some teach them 
improper language ; but the most conunon words, 
and those which are heard repeated by every par- 
rot, are '* Papagaio real, para Portugal, quem 
passa? he el rei q' vai a cai^" followed by a 
screech : the signification, if it has any, being 
*' Royal parrot, for Portugal, who passes ? 'tis the 
king who's going a hunting." In this nonsense 
there assuredly appears nothing either droll or 
witty. 

The Portuguese are not very delicate in their 
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moflb of describii^ any indispesition iriAh whiol{ 

they may have been troubled. I recollect hearing 

« 

a fat gientleman, in a room full <^ the b£^t coni-^ 
pany, excuse himsetf to the mistressof the hoiise &k 
no^li^Ting becfn abte to come jSoott^ to pay his 
reapecis^ as he had boisn hv wmy ireeksimuoh 
troubled with heniohrroidfi^ . I thoughts I- should 
have dropped off my c^air: \rith:»i]ldimtion ta 
lai^h ; byt p^rcmving that <ip ^fufli.eiresat was visi- 
ble dn the rest^of the company^: I xConipiQS^ myself 
to hear the lady's answer which was. to :;^iqnire 
i' wibaChcs: they i^ere hoitemal oir ext&n^jrr-^Bnd 
this with a riaiyete which was quite amusing. . 
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CHAPTER XU 



PORTUGUESE AMUSEMENT^. 



IN: tbe ^v^mng sodeties 4d tbe iulaJgos, the dhief 
anmsement U gambling, which they <:arry to the 
highest pitch. Their games are ^ptincipally Rondo 
and Loto^ both of which are so well known that I 
sks^ merely say of them that ihey are played to 
excess amcHigst the fidalgos and those rich dti- 
jMsns, whose purse is then: passport into drd^ 
wher^ they are otherwise despised as conih 
xnoners. In the soixe^ of the genteel classes^ 
.music. ^and dancing are the usuai^ amusoments. 
The former is chiefly vocals accompanied by the 
guitai;, or else the piano, the harp not b^ng 
,miich in use. 

Tjaa^ airs sung are Italian or Portuguese; but 
they would do best to confine themselves to their 
modinhas, which ^e really bcauti&l and national^ 
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rather than attempt to sing in a language which, 
with their pronunciation, becomes the most dis- 
gusting of all sounds. Nothing can be more of- 
fensive to the ear than the Portuguese pronuncia- 
tion of any other tongue than their own. Even 
the Spanish, which in point of fact has so great a 
resemblance with theirs," when spoken by them 
loses all its majesty.' There aire Spanish words 
which no Portuguese coiiM^ever articulate rightly : 
the word ''muchacha/' a girl, for instance, they 
cannot prohounee othelrwise than mushaslia :"-*- 
a downright treas6n towards^ a language, wHdi 
*Gharlea V. used to say was> fit to bespoken to the 
gods. ' 

The music which the Portuguese play, on their 
wife strung guitar, consists principally of waltzes, 
landums, and the accompaniments of their modin- 
has. The waltsses are chiefly of their own compo- 
sition, and are generally very pretty, and strongly 
tinged with iStie national languishing expression. 
The landums are more particularly Portuguese 
than any other music. Their guitar seetns made 
for this sort of music. To be well played it is 
Necessary that there should be two instruments, 
one of which plays merely the motivo or thema, 
^which is a beautiful andjsimple species of arpeggio. 



Vebegal's 

«f 
'Cruel saudade^ 



**A 



Gxiitarra 




8 

Sobo Aos montes 

Dea^.aos vales 
Vol me perseij^ue 
La me vai ter 
Milhor me fbni\ 
Antes jnormr J 



Bis 



Mesmo doimindo 
For entre sonhos 
Casos medonhos 
Me vem trazer 
Milhor me fora) . 
Antes morrer J^" 



Teiiho perdido 
A doce osperanca 
De \er miidanca 
No mfcci pad'cfr 
Milhor me foru 
Antes morrer 
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" CHARACTER OF THE MOpilfUA. %^l 

ixdiilffcriiie' othef impfoviaoes the n)ost> de%&tful 
im aipdm it; lii .these; fuE stope is - givM to: tbd 
tiiQSt musical and rich^i iihagination possible^ 
and tiiey are. occasionally acicomj[>aiiied by the 
voice; in; which case ib is u^al for the ivordsialso 
to be imptovisoedv - r '. / "^ ,; • /' 

This kind of music is always of. an ;aMDorotis; 
melanbla^y nliture; to such' a degree indeed> that 
X ;have jsie^n 4t\di^ teats- on many, dcearions from 
thote hearersjt whose hearts were at all tender, oiP 
)^'llo^fogind in the iriotd^ of tiiO musiciaii sometUng 
mnalbgous with thdr own . i^tuatidn. It is cusixH 
majty fhbt, in an imprdvisoed modinha, strictly 
spe^aki^g, the words as T^ell as th^ music should 
begin with. a motivd, to which all. the rest shall 
hive;[referen<Seit To giVe a better idea, of my 
meanifig/ I have given a modinha of the famous 
yidigalion>the opposite page. : 

.Thece was a time when this man could have 
made a considerable fortune, so great was his 
talenit^ and so much wasi^he sought after by the 
best cdiiipaniy ; but ujcifojrtunatel)^ although an 
^odtent natural bard; - his talents were con-* 
fift^ tojps^usici.exclusiviely, aiid, asif to balance 
hi3 extrqordinaf-y share ;pf, this gift, .lie was to- 
tally . destitute of that .most nejQessary of ali 
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quafiiai&9i coimnon seifiie. To wkalever ioiUpai^ 
hdidgltt V asked, prDfesskririalfy, if the imost 
profound sUeoce did not prevail in the room, if 
any one even bres&ed too loudly, his haatmbay 
would. become discoid; aiid rising in a vident 
passion, he would quit the con^any, ^ifiter ealling 
tbem all bmtes^ 

On one occasion, a lady who was tro^lbled vtUk 
a serca^ cough, and who to ^njoy the pkasuite of 
listening to his improvisoes, had been suppresraig 
it^ even to her gveat pain, 'at length burst fo^> 
when Sen'# Vidigal, akhougfa .he' nmst have been 
aware of the cause, rose inca passion,- and beating 
the guitar to atoms on the babk of his chair, left 
the room, muttering maledictions on her interhip* 
tion. Such singular behaviour naturally led to 
his exclusion from good company ; and he was 
at length obliged to live ^r getting up concerts 
occasionally, whidi were usually^ very well at- 
tended* 

The Portuguese piano mui»c k; chiefly that x& 
Bontempo, thee Mozart of Portugal. Although 
many opinions are entertained a» to Ms composU 
tions, his powers of execution are indii^utaUy 
very great. Marcos Antonio . Portugallo has 
composed some very fene pieces, amongst wl|i<^ 
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tm '-' i^kkfosriitg^ of n V rHosDO di - Xenoq ond . : fl 

well playe6i by a g66d . oToheeti^ liftTe d< ^ecj fisie 

In many societies, particiilaiJy fe: ti» pro^cM^ 
the Enn^k ccMmtry daaaoffcg. are siiU in use^'al- 
though ad m btbr own cduiitry'; fkey are gtadufdly 
aiMurd^ to make riwla /fer the moUeebgwit and 
1^ fatiguing qUa^Eillie^J.' Minie^ atoe.ltill mitdi 
in. tMy picrtienlaiiy^ witk 'antiqimteck .beljias and 
beatKi^/n^haare aiWoyst aaock^fc to sh^oif .how mlidh 
itisbPb' gltB4^\vr$t^ the 4»daiby paces, bf their ti^ 
Aaii the iWeHer thotioiisidfoiir^day^ . . TluDgvrbtle 
g^^ea^nfiyt IbUo^s 4h^ minuet. Mn. I3ie .firontier 
tKmiii^ most of the ymit^^ i {>6e{)le )eam of thmr S|ia^ 
nish jtieighhours the hdleirq^ but they hatre a$ 
dali^ikTig^t. an incom^tibility fbrpetforming k 
f^noperly^as they have foe gpeakhig Spanisk The 
KottUguese in fkct» to appear, to adiinntilgfi^ mut^t 
eonfine tiiieinsdhres to their own language^ musk^ 
danceit^aiid peenhar mannev&« . 
- ..The gamejof fotfdta i^very eommon in societies 
of ypatg^ persoi^ (the, parents being preselit). and 
this is nsually preceded by solutions, of enigmas 
&ei ^ One of these I thought so naif that I cannot 
help reqordmg it. i It was tUs^ /^ Branco he^ ga^ 
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Iinha o poeni?:— anglioer'<:Whiti^;it ifl» the bed 
layiit/ aiidihi8fpii8dea.etteedmgly a jrouhg gen-. 
ti^an (t)£ noglreatt ; idrf acit/ to be.sute) to whom 
it was proposed and who solved it at last by '^ a 
pair of wlpte^paiitiilooiiSi.''^ ' \ - ::- -^ 

'The time of year. wh»&:ramtttMwentii ;6fe;fno9fe 
ftiequent is that o£ the • hktrudo or. Ca]?mYal>. which 
hstB tor aboiift a foiftnight before ihe tdukiDeodh 
ment oif iLeot In ihe higher classes of sociefy 
{here is, oh iheto oebaslQ^sf^ inuih gaietyi tiancing; 
flbd playing.at romtLdgamefl ; but '^ith the escqption 
pf afiewinaaks wfao.chaliee to ^peaf iti the coui^ier 
of the soii^j nothi&g.^rtieid^ distiiigwh^ it nji 
ajsteasdn 'Qf>carhiva]; /These masks /4r^ ipiore cal* 
eulated id create glbmk thaa to eiE^^. gaiety ; fw 
they etalk awkiteaf dly iiito the >oom -without even 
im . attempt, ,- however • * wtetehed, ' to jsupiport the 

« 

character nrhich iUey hayei asaiinved ; and if any 
children b^ present- they; are tnt^ to get pulled to 
pSeces; for childbren-dtimttst be obsfflrved; incttead 
of being sent early and .wholeadmelyrto bed a&Jh 
England^ i are on the contrary xnitiaiedi into, dim- 
pany M the inpst t^deir :^e^f ickre. i taught to punt 
at.baiik, io play\aif;rond6^ 'to enter iiito misery cdri* 
veisation/ aiid.to>ilo in every despect as fiillgrowii 
peoples The jconseqtience' il that bothgick and 
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boys hare the moist wizen and woni oilt, pale^ 
meagre^ vigil-like aspects imaginable. 
' In the middling classes^ the frolics of the carni'- 
val consist in throwing hair powder and Water in 
each others' faces^ and over their clothes j and 
:peltmg the passengers in the streets^ with orangee^ 
lemons^ ^gs, and many other missiles, besides 
throwing buckets of water on them* Ladies are 
not unfrequent}y seen hiding behind a balcony or 
window dhtutter with a huge syringe in their 
hands, watcMng the approach of a gentlemaci; 
who may be coming along the street, in order t6 
squirt its contents into his eyes. Many, instead 
of using the latter projectile, provide themselves 
with small bottles made of India rubber, having an 
ivory pipe at the end, which, when the bottle k 
squeezed, projects the water contained in it, to a 
great distance* 

. Amongst the rabble there is no low beastly 
contrivance left untried in order to vex and plague 
$^ach other ; and this is what they consider as adf 
mirable sport. A blackguard boy will be seen 
with a long hollow cane in his hand, , filled With 
hsdr powd^, walkic^ behind some poor peasant 
woman with a basket of fruit on her head; then 
tapping her on the shoulder with one end of t^ 
canp to make her look round, and applying hi$ 
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^outh to the other^ he blows its contents into her 
face and eyes^ giving her a most sepulchral look 
which excites the merriment of every one but 
herself* . Other feUows .have a stuffed glove 
inneared over with grease and chimney black, at 
the end of a long stick, with which they tickle the 
ears of passengers who, if they happen to look 
round, receive from it a slap in the face. 
. A circumstance which happens to almost every 
person who dares to walk the streets on the three 
last days of the intrude, is having a long cut paper 
tail hooked on to his dress behind, which is nd 
sooner done than a cry of ^' rabo leve** — ^' he has 
e tail" is set up on all sides and will follow him 
ev^y where, until he becomes aware of the cause 
of it 

. Another common tndc is to cut put of a piece 
of old hat the figure of an ass with very long earsj 
which being rubbed over with whiting and slap- 
ped upon a man's hack, leaves a good and dis« 
tinct asinine impression, and never fgdls to excite d 
hearty laugh at the expense of the bearer. 

At S. Ubes, properly called Setubal, the quan- 
aty of oranges scatt^ed abont the streets on these 
occasions by being thrown at people, would suffice 
»t least, I am ocmvinced, to load five or six vessels 
of two hundred tons burthen. None but eye^ 



mkmseest of tile hot em form to idea of the waste 
pf thia delidoiiSL fruH in the brutal manner abkiv^- 
vientioiiedt In ^1 the towns of the Alemtejo ;tfie 
tame tmstom ib t)b8eryed ; and the whble of Pcfftu^ 
^ { mar «af^ly mi prorata dunng tilo^e tfai^ 
days a' acme revolting and rdi0gusting to any avit 
Hlsed being. V .' - 

- On Ash Wednesday^ a sudden tcanoiticm takes 
l^aee from excessive licence^ to jEpmaticunn us ^assr 
pessiVe wA somfare. Peojpk with Uack dresses 
mid penitent downcast Ibok^ are seen prowling 
abont from one ohyrch to another amidst the fra^ 
ments of the eve's debauch, with heaps, of which 
the streeb are covered^ ikxi^ e:^biting a scene of 
mingled fidly and bigotry* But before I dig?9«i 
friesn the subject of Portuguese amiisements, I 
lnns€ sp^k of one wludi formerly stood very pro- 
minent, and which> although in a measure disuseii 
daring the war^ has been of laie. reyxved since the 
setu^n of his msgesty from Rio da Janeiro :<s»«^I 
mean the Toiros or ImiII fig^its. Thes^ generally 
took place at the neldiiration of the f^^t of some 
saint: iii the vicinity of Lisbon. ' Nessa ^Senfaora 
do Barrdro, on the side t& the Tagns irnqoadiately 
Opposite the city» is always honored with a spee^ 
ta^le of this nature on the day of hav annivetssaiy^ 
^TwQ or iSuTee days beforehand/ a number nf 
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persons cross the Tagu8 to get the Best accommo^ 
-Nations which the village can afford^ and to survey 
the building of the drcus and other preparatory 
imrangements. The bull fights at thi& place used 
formerly to be very well attended^ as the royal 
-princes almost always hcmored them with llieir 
presence ; and some have even been known to 
enter the lists hgaiqst the bulls* Much dexterity 
*and a fair proportion of courage were necessary 
:qualifications for a bull-fighter of the olden time ; 
but now a days the chief merit seems to consist 
in tormenting the poor animal^ and giving lum as 
litde chance as possible of being able to retaliate. 
Their manner of plaguing him consists in throw* 
ing darts at him; and these being stuck in his 
flejsh and provided with a store of squibs, and 
erackersj ignited by means of a fiisee which is set 
fire to previous to throwing the dart> the poor 
beast is bo tortured that he is incapaUe of follow* 
ing up his enemi^ metlK>dically^ so tiiat they are 
more easily enabled to avoid him* 

A bull fight took place at the feast of N. S^ de 
Barreiro in 1792^ the denou^muent of which made 
it a sulject of conversatian for some time. A 
negro having, fimr the first time in his life, witMssed 
one a few days before, undertoc^ to tire out the 
most ferocious bull previous to kilKhg him : the 
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jmk moieov^ engi^ng during^ tbe whdb combat 
that his sole weapon should be a poignard^ to b^ 
li9ed ody at the coHdusipn of tlie %ht: The 
{proposal; was; uoiversaUy dended; and' the cbal-. 
lepger^ was only allotted, to try his sl^Ul^ firom l^e 
pleasure ^Inch th^ spectators promised themsely«9 

at the sight pf a negro mauled to death in jsingla 

conibat with an enfi^riated bull, y 

r. On the day appointed, the bl&ck man ^teripd 

the turena^ and bowed to the qpectfitors^ who re-^ 

turned la^ salute with lusses and execrations* Thc^ 

bull was then turned in, and :the negro attractec^ 

his attention by clappings his hands a^id bellowing 

in imitation of him. Notl^ng ferth^r was neces-^ 

sary to put the animal into |t fiury, and occasion 

him to make several charges, at the negro, whic|\ 

were dextrously, avoided, and liierefore only served 

to augment his r|ig$. After thys amtispg thq 

{Spectators for a short time, the black prepared. 

for n^ore serioufi business, and receiving the bull'9 

charge full on fab chesty twisting hits anns at the 

same time.'rOund the homs^ he. turned head over^ 

heels, and in the twiiJcHng of an eye was scalded 

on the back of the animal, who gallopped and 

plui^ed in the most desperate mamier. The pub*. 

lie feeling, which at first had been so much tigainst/ 

tibe negro, now. changed suddenly in his fayoi:; 
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And erfes of ^ i^a o negm*^ MUt the «r on all 
mes« 

The ImU at length bei^liiilig tited aft the negni 
had pfottiiiedi many troliM wefe hetfd to cry 
^ baSta/* at which h<^ dteW hb potgftaatd/ and at 
MA Mow ifeUed Ik afttsigonSst to the ground and 

leaped off Mi ba«k» Tfa^n did tiio Poitogaese 

nobility, with the geMrOHity and proftudon whicA 
4iifingaiflhed them at that time, show^ mt»iey 
down bto the atena to i^ompense die Valonir of 
iSti(d negit>/few bebg «hdeii^ to throw in less than 
a dmgle gold piefte, and many whole handfblls. 

The negro remained lookhig at the bull, and 
appeiired ttneonddous of what wan passing around 
hiin. He had one hand renting on one of the 
ho^ns of hk fiillen antago^st> When the lattar^ 
Whom evtty one had thonght dead^ made a sudden 
and im 6p^g, wUdi, as it atmonneed his own 
end> dUtiied ikb ^t ^ ilie gaMaftt negto^ whose 
tety heart y»^ pierced through by the horn whidi 
he hiid JiaM been eontc^plat^g aa ItattnleiB and 
depfitad of Hi pow^r of dmng misehi^ 

A€om&h tattor who happ^ed to be pretoi^i 
Hred wiiii the ^mty gained by ^e negro, and 
fearleft of Mb m^dtaeboly end, oifered to ttieat the 
niei^hf^'ota the next day with a spectacle of a na^ 
ture entirely novel. He t»t)pOJBed Yanqidshing ^ 
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bidl h. a maimer until then tinhieard of, and was 
therefore indulged in his wish to exhibit He 
altered the arena provided with a couple of plais^ 
t^rs of some glutinous stuff, of about a foot in 
diameter, and being informed that the bull was 
about to appear, he laid himself down on his back 
immediately opposite the entrance, drawing las 
knees up to his chin ; he placed the plaisters one 
cm each foot, with the glutinous side outwards. 

In tins atttiude he proposed awaiting the ap« 
proach of the enemy, conduding that the latter 
would of course make directly at him, and that 
Ae would then be enabled to execute his project 
of ^plying the two plaisters with his feet to thd 
bull's eyes, who, deprived of thdr use, would fidl 
an easy vktim to snippisk ingenuity. It would 
be impossiUe to describe the roaring, laughing, 
and the cracking of jokes, which shook the whole 
building while this son ci the sinssors Was ^ ea 
garde'' awaiting his antagonist, who at last made 
Us appearance, and sedng so unusual a sight as 
AsA which was presented to him, seemed unde^* 
dded for some moments what line of conduct to 
ptirsue. At last walking deliberately up to tke 
tailor, he absolutely seemed to hare gu^sused his 
trade, and some assert that he laughed as heartily 
as any of the spectators ; but at length annoyed At 



^' 



232 BUaRIOADOS, OR DONKEY PARTIES. 

IIk^; audacity of the hcaro (who by the bye knew 
not now which way to tiirn^ as the biill did not 
stand in front of him) he tumbled hhn over with 
Iu8 snout, and kept turning him over and over, 
till^ being near the spikes of the arenayhe pitched 
lum'in amongst the spectators. A failure sucb 
aslthk;' would /have entmled great inconvenience 
upon the individual^ had' H not been prpduc-* 
tive of so much' amusement; and snip got well 
off with a few black bumps about' his body and 
the loss of his plaisters. ' > 

Bumqados^or donkey rides, are favorite divav 
nions with all classes of Portuguese at Lisbon^ al* 
thougb I never could find out that tbey were pro-» 
ductive >ci^ any real amusement. A. party beu^ 
made up, it is agreed that the ride shall either be 
on this or on that side of the river. In eith^ 
case some provide a part of the eatablts, whil^ 
^hers undertake to defray the expence^ of sallad^ 
bread, and wind,, the latter articles being always 
more conveniently procured at the places proposed 
to^ be visited, ih|in transported to them in so warm 
a: climate. Orders are then sent to the biirrch 
fioan to pr^are a number of these beasts, and to 
Ixave them ready at such a house at a certain 
faour^ those intended for ladies, to be provided 
witji a cftdeirinha (chiur) strapped on over th^ 
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albarde or pack-saddle. The latter are usually 
covered with either scarlet or green clothe and, if 
sat upon sideways, are a very comfortable seat, 
but astride they are far from being so, owing to 
their great breadth across, and the consequent 
distention of the rider's legs. Every burro pro- 
prietor has some little ragged boys, whom he em- 
ploys to accompany and never lose sight of his 
animals. 

The gentlemen of these parties generally en- 
deavour to create a laugh at each other's expence 
in order to amuse the ladies; this they do by 
tickling the donkeys under the tail, and making 
them plunge and throw their riders. When par- 
ties of burrinhos are made up for this side of tiie 
river, they seldom go beyond Lumiar or Loures. 
The former^ is the usual haunt, as the beautiful 
gardens (quinta) of the marquis of Angeja are 
situated there, and permission is freely granted by 
that nobleman to the public to amuse themselves 
on his grounds. This it must be confessed to his 
credit, is carried to an extent somewhat different 
from the selfish argus-like vigilance which even 
scares away the looks, as much as the footsteps, 
of indiscreet intruders on privatejg^rounds in our 
land of liberty. 
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CHAPTER xm. 



PORTUGUESE FUNERALS. 



When any one in Portugal is so ill that his life U 
lionsidered in danger^ notic6 is sent to the curate 
of the parish^ who repairs immediately to the sick 
person with the holy sacrament which the. Portu* 
guese call Nosso Pai (our Father) owing to their 
conviction of the real presence of God in the con- 
secrated wafer. Notice heing likewise given to 
the sexton or sacristan^ he rings one of the church 
bells in a particular manner^ which being heard 
all over the parish^ those of the brotherhood who 
can possibly quit their occupations^ repair forth- 
with to the vestry room to meet the curate. 

Here the latter puts on his robes of white da-^ 
tnask> embroidered with gold^ or else ornamented 
with gold lace and fringe^ and takes in his hand 
the holy chalice containing a consecrated wafer ; 
over which is thrown a silk hapkin having on it a 
crosa of gdd and bound round with gold fringe. 



238 PROCESSION OF THE HOST TO A DYING PERSON. 

The men of the iNrotherhood put on fheir red 
cloaks ; and each provides himself with that which 
it falls to his lot to carry. 

A bellman marches in front, ringing- occaaonally 
to announce the approach of Ihe sacrament. At 
the head of the procession is a silver-cross bearer, 
supported on either side by lanthom bearers ; be- 
hind these comes the cusMon and book bearer ; 
then some of the brotherhood, carrying long wax 
tiapers, and ^oiaetim^ laQtboAis; whei^ the wind 
is high; next is the priest's assistant In a blaek 
gown an4 white lace/ and a sleeveless iq)enci$iv 
carrying the cesser, whieh he cOntitiu^s* a\^diiging 
backwards apd forwards to pjrevent the cods &om 
going out; and last pf all ^me^ the priest himr 
^If, sheltered under a. canQpy. of, while. damadi 
ftqd ggld fringe, which.is bpirne at the (^nd of pol^ 
]by six or eight of the Irinandade lA red doaks^ 
. As it is a mark of devptioit tp ai^eompany Nolso 
Pai in these visitations, Aunib^rs of persons &Uow 
the procession, ypciferatiiig Aves Mmm to a v^ 
agreeably tune. At the appearance of t^a sa^ra- 
ment, all carriage i^d horm^ §top ; their rider« 
dismount and kneei af the proc^^n pafi^^ th^i 
and excepting the .noise made by the hyn^f 
chaunting followers, a d^d ^ij^io^ Te\gm thrpugbr 
out the street. The inhabil^ts of ground floo^f 
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come out of their doors^ and kneel in the street} 
whilst the inmates of the upper stories prostrate 
themselves in the windows and balconies. When 
ike sacrament goes out at mght^ all the inhal»1>i 
ants who happen to have a light in the house illu« 
minate their windows as a mark of devotion. 

When the procession arrives at the sick person's 
do<»r^ the canopy and lanthoms are rested against 
the wall^ and every one goes into the room, not 
excepting even the rabble who^ more out of curio* 
ftty than devotion^ have followed the host. For 
such is their incontestible lig^ ; and thus are the 
sufferings of the dying exposed to the gaze of an 
ttncompassionating mob. It is true that the Por. 
tuguese see this in a v^ different point of view 
&om that which we take^ when we attach ideas of 
decency to dying peaceably and quietly. They 
deduce very advantageous consequences from a 
numerous collection of persons round the sick 
bed ; as they conclude that, however scanty 1)ia 
prayers of each may be^ every little aids ; and no 
one is therefore excluded. 

The holy wafer bdng administered and in cases 
beyond recovery the santos olios (holy oils) being 
applied, the patient has then a right to finish his 
career without further mdestatioh. During the 
whole of the time that the host is out on these 
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^txttoSs, fke bells of the church firoin which it is«> 
sued ccHrtimie ring^g until its^ return. 
. Portuguese funerals are di£ferently conducted 
according to the .wealth of the family of the de-: 
ceaaed^ or to the sum which they may be disposed; 
to disburse for the intcarmeat. As soon as the: 
bteatib is out of the body, if it be that of amiliti^y 
man, he is invariably dressed in full unifi>rmj with 
sword, sash, and every trapping complete ; if a 
dvilian, he is dressed in the. habit and cowl of 
some order of monks, iHth a disdpline round the 
waist, and . (sometimes) a rosary in his clasped 
hands, or else a little cross. If a lady, she is not 
unfreqiiently dressed in a nun's habits or else in a 
white habit Uke a shroud, everywhere adorned 
with artifidal flowers, tinsel, ribbands, gauze, and 
spangles. j 

. The body thus equ^ped is laid out in state in 
a room himg round with black cloth, covered with 
representations of sculls, thigh bones, and , tears. 
At the head and feet are placed church candle* 
sticks vnth wax candles in them ; and near thq 
body is a little silver or pewter bowl contaiimig 
holy w^ter, which visitors sprinUe with the sign 
of the cross on the body by means of a little btush 
which is lying m the bowl f<nr the purpose. After, 
shevnng tfaia mark of jrespect) the visitors proceed 



to* Ibe room where the fi^ly> seated iii tearM 

^sorrow, receive their visit of condolence* All this 

tune the rabhle of the ^neighbourhood are going 

up and downi the stairs to see the body, it being 

tsustomary i^ot td prevent thdr doing so. 

At the hour of the night appointed for the fi^ 

lieral, the community of monks, bespoken for the 

accBsion, are heard as they come; along the street 

chatinting mournfully. Each monk bears a lighted 

taper ; and nothing can be ixiore dismal and melan^ 

choly than the sensations which their appearance 

cJ«. They continui to muete, their^tuU 

(funeral dirge) as they ascend the staircase ; and 

the sound of their feet and voice announces to the 

afflicted relatives of the deceased that his remaini^ 

are about to qmt them for ever* An overwhelm^- 

ing gush of sorrow ^sues, in whi^ the assistant/^ 

are often more inclined to join Hian to b^r consdr 

latiohs that would be even impertinent iat such i, 

• • • 
inoment* The body is then placed in a gay co^ 

loured coffin, ornamented with angels' heads and 

Other devices, together with innumerable white oi^ 

yiBliow headed nails. 

: The Portuguese coffin is not of the sanfe shape 

as ours, nor adapted to the human. form by being 

made smaller ot the head and feet than at the 

shoulders : it is of equal breadth in all its length, 

R 
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ifified to the inside mth some gay cokmred silk. 
li/h left jop^ on its way: froni the house to this 
ctoirchi so thftt people &om their irindows have a 
fiill view.of it by.the help of the torches : the 
jopnks re^it^ some Latin prayers aU the way. ' 
f Befi3re the atrival of! the body in the jchnrch; 
there has been previously prepared in the middle 
Df the aisle a' $(Ort of stand covered over'tvitih'a 
costly pallj on which the Coffin is placed withliugfe 
.candlesticks arranged isyinmetrically around it^ 
,The monks pli^ themselves in two lihes. toe on 
each side of the:coffi^ ; and the officiating prie^lt 
iH Ms most costly garments (if paid proportion^ 
;ably) is stationed at the feet or head of the body^ 
according as tiie different parts of the service may 
jrequure, with to^? two censer bearenu.Mn cme 
part of tbe serviop he takes fadly *wat«% wMch k 
handed to him in a litfje silviet madiine mth holes 
in ity and sprinkles itcrudaUjr as he walks round 
tiie.body» btoding the knee wheneyei^h6 parses in 
front of any altar. He also takes ttys incense and 
goes through the ceremony of purifying the body 
with it on all sides ; after which he prays, and the 
monks chaunt the responses* 
. Nothing can be more impressive, than the De 
* Ptofundis, chaunted by a numergua. community of 
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konls : tlL&Zi full and deej^- totied'v^ies^injbgfing 
%i& the prolonged QBdsWelfii^notds €tf*th^orgittt} 
tod the \)^hd6 solomn ceidMde peeling itll»i^4ll(ai 
%aulied^o6f ^d Hong drawn akl^ 'tb^ e(ki(^ 
trated l^aM df B^hjtfaJHhg bii the'pe 
of {ite- moi&s^ siki the mournful ]peta% ^f itib^ss^ 
sembla^e^ the place^ the ^easion^ the certoio^ 
i&n coi^pire to overpewe^ the- n&id wifli ^W* 
sti^ckeh and saddened feelihg9. The serfice IMng 
endfed^ the pnests idid monks aispe'rse hnd dis^ 
Appear ; none then remun but tfie friends of th^ 
fleceftsed^ who have been mvited to the inlermfeh^ 
and who dunng the service have each held a lighted 
%ax torch. These mourners generally ren^ain to 
witness the '^earthing up** of .the grave; iMe^ 

- . • 

hai^g' given their torches to the jsacri^tan i^ho 
extinguishes thenu - ♦ - - - ^ - ^ 

/ A large &ig-9tone under wludi Ikuhdreds hav§ 
he^d mined is lifted* up^ and some preeedmg te^ 
Tiaiit% dislodged to make room fer ii^resli (me} 
The" eld bones are removed to the bonenhdiisei 
The\.cbffin is laid alongside of the grave j %he 
sexton fills it with quick Kme ; and then shutting 
k, -he gives the key to the nearest relation present; 
or td such of the friends of^ the family as may have 
b^eii named io- recdive itj 

r2 



tH PBENICI099 PVSff^lI OP BURTIHa IK ^CHURCHES. 

Sucil h the. mode of ibtermetit of pei!fioa& ^ 
gentility not noble:— the only differences in Ui^ 
fti»arab.,of very ridi or noble persons^ epnMts in 
ik» body beini; eonveyed in a earHage to ib^ 
eburcbs fttd being ^pBcorted by many torc|ifs>ber 
i^desliaving a greats train pf monks tpdMim^ 
^ De Prpfi^lc^9^ The hnrial of the poor is, a? 
mpy 1^ inufg^uiied^ attended witfa .npne pf the e^s 
pomp; '^y are thrown widiont coffin intpjA 
grave, when a basket iuU ci lime h cast oyer 
ihei^ ; and then to accelerate their decompodtioq 
fff consumption, the sexton — ^such is die revolting 
pistom— maules them with a pick axe. 
« . In Jisbon> owing to the heat of the yycather^ it 
|s fop^d. necessary to inter the dead on the ev^r 
jng/of the day on which they die. This custpm 
has been attended with some fearful ponseqnene^^ 
as p^irsoncr yfho faav^ only been apparency dejid, 
have Q&iea been bu^ed alive» I recaoSect the mi 
cumstance pf an m&iiat bdng buried m the:cesie» 
fry of Nr & da Lapa^ who on being struck.on the 
head with a pick-axe emitted a dreadful cry; i^ 
was however too late, tl4s bbw hav^g terminated 
its sufferii^« A few churches have, after thq 
manner of N> S. da Lapa's, a covered cemetry ad^ 
joimng the churchy thus obviating the necessity of 
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cen&iualljr adding' to tlw putrid nuantta, with 
wluch the chuvdies are generally filled. The 
greatest number of tbem bowever imve no such 
conveto^ce ;;8nd the general feeling aiAongst the 
Portuguese is against it. 3^^ P^^^ ^^ idea of 
0^1^ bmied !n ^ body of the church ; and to 
attain this ol^ect ^i* thdr oWti rem^bs, are urill- 
TDg to endure a pestilential odour all their lives; 

The' invitations to flie (bnei-al are of course sent 
Kmnd as^ expeditions^ as posiable, mioietKatdy 
On the parson's death : difey are usually trfthe fol- 
fowiBg tenor: ,.-■.':.' 



• ** Dou Parte a V. ■ <f foi Deosservidolevar da 

'f vida presente 111"**. Setf . Fulano de tal meo ma^ 
" rido e Sen', q* devendo ser sepiiltado boje 18 do 
'^Cbrrentep^as 8 horaedanwte! rogo a VS'queint 
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f : iter. t&c«,%Qi ^ : '•rt-rrr,<§«9iikw> : 



^ /* I bejg leave, to inform •^yoiirSenh<»^ Goclr 
1"; has ,b^n pleased to take from the present life (my 
** husband^ father^ or brother) whose remams wSk 
^ be iaterred iu the church «£-^ parish- of— 
'.* at --^ — o'clock at night« . I therefore request that 

" sence. God preserve your Senhoria,*r-:-J)ate, &c« 
When an individual dies of sheer poverty, and 
leaves nothing convertible into snffident money to 
satisfy the cupidity of his priest^ he remains un* 
buried uirtil the neighbours, being fairly stunk out« 
make a collection am<mgst themselves to have hhn 
taken away. Many are seen laid out just in the- 
state in which they died, with an earthen bowl 
upon their l)odies> to receive the alms of the peo* 
pie who may chance to pass the way. The same 
is observed towards those, who being drowned, 
happen to float on shore: they are dragged to 
the jaealrest' .t^hurch dO^Tj ^ close. to whic^ :there is 
generally :a large stefoe. sJah of six feet by threey 
haying at its head a cross al$o of stofie iipl^d m 
the walL On this slab the bgNJies remain, u^ttf' 
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tfie'iaone^ tfirpi^m • mto the vci^ be'mifiSd^ t# 
pdy tfaepriest. ' i ^ > 

, At>the^ door of mexj cburch or ehapbV and » 
many, oilier ptaxses'abp^t each pm^ wif^'Sk^i 
ztaiksi^x^%^'r rmiUk mudly iffideristdoil IhattHe 
moiujsy c^Uecloft & t^em sha]} fiiot only 1)^ appfied 
fer thesaymg-of massbs fi»: th^ mjcik ol ih^ i^ 
tbns&3i^ 1>£tt atsa forrirdief in cases of real and f»^ 
imma dii^i^^k. ' It is^ Iiowever^ I Torylntick fear^ 
Me all otber monies whicH happen^ to fall into tii4 
clutekeS'Of tte Rotmisli priests, applied to tkdv 
c^ pi^rate 6n<k. 

- I m^bllect a poor Mo\v who was A sergeant of . 
in&iiitiryv: during the campaigns, hvA who being 
ote( fiiiidous io get his discharge firinai the ser?ice> 
and thinking to do better as a dvilian, at Imgth 
Obt^^d.it ; ai|d ihea, like Inatfy dtheirs,. y9iA ^n 
«$ a loiis for em|>lo3^eni, and pluilged into tha 
deepest d^tress^ lie IhbmI i^iwtiiv ^ w^,^t^> 
And mbi^ei:, to sappofl^ IJjider th^sef trying dr« 
GiusAstane^s, one of his old oflScers tnadis shift to 
Und hiiji femployjuent as Ins. amanuensis ; cbut th? 

tetmj bemg mudh in arrears^ and the sieijeant be« 

- » , • , ■ "■ . ... . . 

ing persuaded that his officer was but ill able td 
eontiilue such assSstanee, he absented himself under 
8on^ pretext for several days. ... 

-'The -dScer sent at last his servant to enquire 
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after hiixi, trhen he was foutkd iTing in tbe nuddle 
of a room totally destitute of furniture^ and heartf 
rahaust^ from shcSer want^ and his irife> mot&er, 
tadm^, in Bituations very Binular^ weeping over 
}iibi«: Assistance was iinmediately giv^n ; bat die 
tertant^ thinking very propi^Iy that the cnrate €£ 
tb& parish might and ought to contribute in some 
4^ee t6 relieve these porsdnsi addressed hSmoift 
|;he. subject The Levite answered that it was na 
business of his. Notwithstanding every eflR)rt to 
rteOverthe Serjeant^ he di^ of inamticm. A se-* 
cond application was sent to the curate for the 
purpose of getting him buried. This, the priest 
reAised to. doj^ until he received the motfey before^ 
|iand from the above mentioned o$«er> as. pay^ 
iftent for his trouble* ; ' 

Amoi^ the poorer orders of the p6ople>:nothmg 
is so mttcb dreaded as the drcumstauce of being 
IbAirii^d by the .miserioordia^ : Thii^ happens when 
the fi^Iy are only able to muster, up sufficient 
money to pay the priestj who^ instead of accom*t 
panying the body^ goes directly to the cemetry 
and awaits its arrival; and then contents himsdf 
^th mumbling a few words over it as it is thrown 
in^ without a coffin, and often in the same dress 
in which it died* A& the misericordia men pass 
ll^ough the streets with the bier on their should 
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denr, covered oter with a piece of coarse black 
cloth^ the lower orders of the people hoot and cry 
aflter it '' iniao> miao gates pingados/ the mean* 
ing of which it would be difficult to render in Eng-* 
lish; it will however suffice to know that the imi* 
tation of the voice of a cat implies contempt of the 
mode of burial ; although in nine cases out of ten 
it is j^edsely that which awaits the criers them- 
selves. 
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CHAPTER XIV, 



THE BORTUQUES^ ARMY, &c. 



. ; 



Whbn a Portugaese soldier is to jsuffer death jbjr 
the sentence of a court-inartiaI> he hi immediately 
after the confirmation of tiiat s^ntenpe^ conducted 
to the nearest oratorio or chapel^ tot the purposes 
of there pasinng three days in the com|»any of a 
firiar^ whose duty it is to shrive him of his sins; 
and '* smooth his path from earth to faeav^i.*" Ho 
is howeyer permitted during this period t0 giuft 
hin^elf^ if such be his taste^ with: the eholcesb 
viands ; and with these the captain of hi^ ctnur 
pany is i|i duiy bound to supply him. 

A custom so much in contradiction with the 
object proposed by seclusion in a place intended 
for meditation, must have originated in the glut* 
tony of the priest ; and it is usually at lus sug* 
gestion that the unhappy culprit makes requisii-t 
tions in which his own appetite has no share. The 
truth of this is evid^t from the emaciated stat$ in 



^64 A MILI1>ARY EXECUTION 

which the prisoners are invariably found when 
brought out for execution, and from the contrast 
there offered between their attenuated forms, and 
the bloated rotu^frf t>f their i^natidil and igno* 
rant consolers. 

At the expiration of Ite time thus allotted to 
the crinund^ffV^reUgtexis preparation^ the troops 
(if in a fortified town)^e, usually paraded in the 
ditch; and at the hour appointed by the governor, 
Hfk wothethodd kii 4he miseiiieordia, accompanied 

by a certain nxasA&t-oi finars^ proceed to iSbe pri^ 

... , ». 

son door to reeeii^ ^Hie culprit. The procdision 
then mfms forward to i;ke ditch in the feQowing 
order.. Adetachilntot of the troops on duty; thd 
banner df mercy with its^ usual supporters ^ a 
ef<m^ Kit fniuts^ <;anons or quartanarios da*se§^ 
Aiei>ite used" &r< the mterment of^hiepoor; axid 
Aena^ large eradfix-tutnedbtekwardsaiid ctfo* 
8iqiien<% hcing lihct smkfer (pade^rente) who feS^ 
lows it closely/gasiog upon ^t and imploring ks 

merc^, holding also a^mall crucifix in his- joined 

» .- .... ,. ,». 

mnds^ and siq)pbrted by his ghostly comforter oi^ 
perhaps by two priests, ^he rear is closed by 
attoth^r -detachment of troops^ who arc followed 
by 1^1 ~ the rabble chaunting an inharmomoids 



miserere." 



V 



The aecomp^mying plate, T^ich was sketdiod 
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seo^tev from ili^ artiUery> m . tHe ditch of Elyast t 
and tihe dbposdtiqn of 41]^ difierent. groups ibcm^ 
bopied jwitk the' gf eateefc atteyiion td |»£k/v tife 
ireader 'will ithns fteie> suffidently whsi happms 
after the amval of thfe prbcessian m UMjfitdii 
Thb ordinarj on ti% occasiba was i cd^eoeadit lobki 
ing youn^ man (a^rara oceurt ence) whapeEfermcd 
hia .'part in a inaaner fiigldy areditaUe to:hiafecb 
inga Qiid daieitlatedt to spare die ^suf^isar ^^.t^^ 
monbanta 4>f sQc^nse^ For. he verjr adroiily ga:fi 
the signal^ evidently before it was expectbd^ and 
tfiiis abhreviaied'^ &e poor fisUbw's agbi^^ 
^ The^trbops^ whidb iarei seen drawn up parallel 
l^iib the W^rksy ari ilie militk of Alcdj^r ddi sal^ 
vAiUvfeii doing gamson duty at.Ekas; and th^ 
filing > party was likewiiife farrashed by the sami^ 
txarp&^z ^ey w&t% a very fini^ lx)dy <^ lAekk] par-^ 
ticlibnrly th^ir fii^t grenadier, edmpany^ and itf m 
ipp^«^c6highfy notary, «<^«.tth8t^dlng tte 
dJireiiinstaiK^ of Iheil* being incbs^etefy elotheil 
M^that time, aa may be se^ by the sqtad ord^ra 
foi^th^ firing duty,^ ev^ man of whom wait 
4t6tched as correctly as possible during the exhor>^ 
tatio^ &c. of the priest. 

'. ^^^ the exOcution was over> the priestly part 
of ihe proeession marched ofi^ ehaunting the De 
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PiofiiiidiB; wfaibt tibe body ww allowed tor fiein 
tlie posCure in whidi it fell until: the whole of the 
poops had marched past it In op^ order aiid in 
Acm&ae, to enable everjrman to have a good 
view of the wnsequences of desertion/ the band 
pla3^g^ It sdlenui and patibetic air* . ' But iis soon 
9g the troops had filed' throt^h the postern^ they 
took the route to thdr different casema^ to the 
mt of some popular and lively quicb-stiep^ Tbe 
corpse was put into the bier« and then transported 
by the brotherhood of mercy to the place of in^ 
tenn^t» 

Before I disnute thitf subject of military punish* 
fnents^ I must observe that the practice of .flog- 
ipiig with the cat o*nine^ta3s is not in use in the 
Portt^ese unny^ That which stailds in lieu '<4^ 
it is the. IVattzadft or blow with the fiat of |3^ 
sword; and this i$ coamA&tfii less de^i^dhig thm 
fhe nppl^tum of any instrument of "puoibhal^j 
not military^ to the back of a ^Idien Forty of 
these blows is the mfcxiamm allewed to be h^^etcd 
ein^e, aocor^Qg to the Regulamentd ofjthft 
Conde La L^ipe^ which has ever since hB^tinic) 
cotttimied in vigipun Inconsiderable as this may. 
appear, compared with the high soimding htm-r 
dreds of lashes in use in pur army, it is infinitely 
more severe ; and when the sentence is carried to 
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ijts' utmiMt mtevt, few are observed to recover em 
tiirely from its ^ffibcts. 

; Duriiig tte ii^Bietiosi;of ofurpoi^'piualteileliti 
a surgeon is in attendance^ as is the custom in oiiur 
army* Tfaisr dass of mei^ bc^fol^e the organi^tibn of 
the^ Portuguese army aoeordii^ to the British sys* 
tem^ were exceediiigly despised^ and did jiot r&Dilt 
as officers. They were, it k true, in most cas^ 
taken from the occupation of h^bers, >irhoXat that 
time) united the practice of phlebotomy, the ap« 
plication of leeches, and tooth-drawing, with tiiie 
goodly arts of shaving and hair-cutting. Thef 
w^ipe, wtulst in th^ shops, dignified with the title 
qI,^' Senhor Doutor ;" but when removed into te^ 
gtmenis they iifere. not. so much respected, and 
there atiU e^ts in the Re^lamento of the Conde 
LaLippe, a paragraph which enacts that '' cap 
tflima^cif companies shall not oUige the surgeon to 
cnit.eadh man's bak ofitdier than once a nlionth^ 
nor to shaiTe him o&ett&c tiian once a week." f 
. . The |uresent race of Esimlapians are so tended 
on the sub^t of these duties <tf their predocessonsij 
that no fee will induce any one of them to per- 
fiirm l£e office of ^^ steca molas," or tooth drawier, 
whkfa is held by them in the moat sovereign codL-^ 
tempt Bleeding having also belonged to the 
barber department, is but unwfllingiy performed 

s 
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even at ihe present moment^ when their elevatioh 
to respectability by a powerfol and wise hand 
might Iiave been ^qyected to Hare aboltthedsudi 
{fir^uaiees. 

niose who in dvil life ^scercise the office of sier* 
g&mB, axO. whose stu^s haf^e been confined to 
Lisbon alone> are mosHy .excessiyely ignorant. 
Axttongst the phyindans more knowledge is to be 
frand^ aB tiiey have ttostly studied in France ; 
nevertfadess an English professional man h inva^ 
riably preferred to them even by the natives. The 
physiciam are termed Medicos^ and their fees iire 
generally great, the Portuguese being proverUal 
ton their liberality^ There is a law; which, fer the 
pFsteetidn of the surgeon and patienit, mabA the 
fi^eof the former Haee testooiiB p^ vkit. This is 
liie greittkest payment which )itig«|ion em ^[>ro-> 
oue;/biit of coarse to one girai so litie, liie 
lowest fee to n singeoii tieuig iw6 crusadoa aowmu 
Women' of. the town, cttinot be ooasqwUed by bw 
to.poy more than two teslbons. I am nc»t aware 
of any liiw respecting the fees' of physmans. 

A^ inatance of ignorance in a Fortugueee c^e* 
rator, which I witnessed, staruck me so finrdbly 
that I must relate it. The patiait'i case was a 
severe and extensiiire .fractbre of Ae akkdl, a part 
bf which was fairly beaten in. The ymmgeit stu- 
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^ant in any ol^er country wouM liave had n> 
course ta the' trepm; but tEis maii contented 
iiimself mth craniimng ihe hole full of tow, and 
Msmnk ^^ N^ henadu^ iwA he &ada;"«^' It is no- 

During tiie late war^ courts inaa^al wetre Midom 
txr era conrened, but Sotr tiie trial of 'desert^er: 
insubordinaiifm or cowaiixtice being attogetker 
unheard of amomgst eoldiets^ in whom a high 
feefing of ho»or and ilie coolest hrirery «em to 
be innate qualities. To^ these c^aracteris^ca the 
Portuguese soldier jefais the most unequalled 
'sobriety^ ibttitude under the aevenest priva4lionii^ 
and a strong atfadiment to hia offieeris. 
' 1%e CBiieii of dese^Uon^ to whieK I hsLxe above 
aUuddl, vmte invarialily <il reeraita or rather con^ 
Bcripta/T^ deserted from- thedriti-squad within 
^e fthsfi mofttk aftefr eompulaofy e^Kstmeiit^ and 
w Wjhose rusUc hearts ffie attiaehnient to rural oc^ 
is^sA^om pleaded itioife forciUy dian the baguette 

• # • • • 

iji. Hie dHll serjetot. Older soldiers aeMom or 
iietef I^ ^ir eoi^ ; and the «mne natiohal fseP- 
irig'pft?««ht€^ a single instanee being on record of 
a(Pe^ttigUes6 soldier passing over to the eneihy. 
fifi^ tite< nukber ef recruits who; from extreme 
fa^iSti, ^oim&Ai igiiorance, arid attachment to theii* 
fMiatoral to agricultural pursuys-, were ceiivicted df 
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the above crime, rma cmnparatively jery momsi^ 
derable, when it id remembered . tbat Aese wws 
periods at which Portugal brought upwards of oio^ 
huiKlred thousand men into the field, mdnding 
her militia. " * . ; 

r The prompfitude with which the milHary. laws 
:were carried into execnfion durmg the war, was 
'Strongly contrasted with the want of rigour ex^ 
hibited by the ciril jpower on every oocasion^ 
whercan decided and wholesome measures would 
haye been attended with the most beneficial rfr 
fects. Every assistluv^ was afforded by the fimiii^ 
.to the latter authority, to enable it to cleanse the 
country of those swiarnw of asfiiascans, who m&tb^ 
not only het f<»ests an4 high roa4«^ bul; ^ftOkthe 
streets of the metropolis.:— bilt witih^ut eflG9$t» 

This glaring defect m the jrafoarcenonnt cf th? 
best posrible code of law9, may, in a n)e«sure .b$ 
tracisd to the nuneraUe jEind inadequate a%^^ 
allotted to those to whom; iheir ei^ecutii^ was 
entrusted* B^g compelled to keep up a i^tyl^ 
of respectalnlity^ for which all legttuQpaDe meuis 
were absolutely withheld from them, they wer$ 
naturally exposed to the temptatlo^sirf hribeiry« 
Join to tlus^ the dijQGiculty in Portugal ^ "pcocw^ 
eridenoe sufficient £»: convictkm, eyen of the knosi 

■ 

pubUc and nK»t atrocious crimes: wbS^ tbe.£^r 
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tf revdnge operates on one hand^ atid oh the other 
the full {)ei»tia9)on that any te^timony^ however 
filse^ is meritonojisly giren> if it have the design 
of 8»r&g: a poor siimer from a painfiil ami de- 
griftdi^g end*: 

.Th|8 feelii^ in the lower ordfers is carried to 
such a pijbch> that the nat^iral exd^ohation of a 
Portuguese on seebg one man stah another in the 
street (or prick him as they simply term it) is 
^' pdpr fdSow, he has had the misfojrtnne to kill a 
mfm." Erei^ effort is made to screen the assassiQ 
firoan jii^lice; whilst the dead or woubded man> 
far from exciting pity or receiving assistance^ will 
]be jhufmed carefully as a dao^^rojus object ; it be« 
itig pne of the laws in thes0 cases to consider as 
the murderer^ and, to cqo&db as such, the .first 
persob who has been known to touch a dead body* 
: . A law made by the late queep-motherjt forbidding 
the teec^tion of females, did not a little contribute 
iQ swell the anuab of crime« An instance of this, 
and of the corruption of those to whom the subject 
ought naturally to lodk up for the protection of 
life and property, will be found in the following 
case: which took:place at Elvas in 1816, during 
jny residence in that city. A gunner of the artil^ 
lery^ on his return home at night from labour, 
was seized upon by his wife and two dragoons of 
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the 8d negiment, her paramours, (whom she had 
concealed in the house)^ Jaslied to the ^hle^^ and 
hied to death in the. thraat like a pig^! after wlach 
he was thrown ^upon the dung^iitt of a hgiise faiw 
ther down the street. His two childreq,. whQ 
w^ere witnesses of the murder df their ftther^ were 
threatened with similar treatment if they dared 
betray the secret* Th^ soldiers xetired to their 
barracks; but. on the opening of ^e. town gates 
next mornings they deserted into- Spain, a- thipg 
so easy to effi3Ct> that the most horrid crimes are 
on both sides of the frontier as frequent as the 
commonest occurrences -of life* . 

The woman w£^ leiised and. interrogated ; but^ 
as may be supposed, demed any knowledge of the 
fact. The children however, revealed the etory 
vtith aU its details { and from their age their tesr 
timony was fully admissable. Their ^aboBcal 
mother was condenmed to perpetual imprison^ 
ment-; but her beauty pleaded so much in her 
behalf, that, after being kept by the G — d — r 
for some months, he finaUy gave her in marriage 
to the gaoler. 

I Went to the spot where the murder was com- 
mitted ; and much pain& were taken l^ the by- 
standers to persuade me> against the evidence of 
my own senses, that the Wood which -upon thfe 
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' fi»g[t iaciaiim had spurted up f^ainst liie opposite 

f^ WfJJ^ bad trickled inip the cdimlitude of a '^ Senhoir 

crucifioado." 

Another instance of flagrant corrupticm in ibe 
protectors of the Iaw» was e:slubited at Lisbon in 
1816. A giallqgo was observed at early dawn to 
place a heavy box upesx one of the quays (Caes da 
Foarca) wth the evident intention of precipitating 
it into the w&ter ; but on perceiving that he waa 
seen by some soldiers, who had risen early as well 
as himself, he abandoned his charge and rai^ away. 
The soldiers, hnagining the box to contain con-* 
tiBband goods, e^rly opened iV and found, ih^ 
litead of what they expected, a very pretty girl of 
about seventeen years of age with a rope round 
her neck, with which she had evidently been 
strangled. Her legs were sawed off at the hips, 
and half sawn through the knees, for the greater 
facility, of packing ; and she was entirely naked 
but wrapped up in a clean sheet. 

I saw her remains myself, and could not help 
admiring the beauty of her features, even changed 
as they were by the cruel manner of her death ; 
and I well remember that her jet black hair curled 
naturally all over her head. A sham search was 
instituted after her diabolical murderers ; but 
whidi, like every thing else of the kind, came to 
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nothing. )3ut it w^ every where confidently ag« 
jserted that the authors kA the crime were well 
known— their names even were whispered — and 
that a bag of fi% moidores had been qtiite suffi- 
cient to choke up the fountain of justice. 

Many soldiers have assured me ihat the duty 
upon which they went widi .most reluctance was 
that of assisting the civU power. It happened 
idmost invariably that they succeeded in securing^ 
the objects df their seardb ; who^ being soon bought 
off by their associates^ became the most inveterate 
^lemies of their captors, and sought every means 
of satiating their revenge upon them* A villain of 
this description infested for a long time the road^ 
between Elvas and Badajos, committing, every 
kind of atrocity, and retiring . for repose to the 
ruins of a dismantled windmill. 

The, last crime which he , committed was the 
inurder of a poor widow of a farmer, who fived in 
a sequestered cottage, and whose grey mare thssi 
hero coveted in order to carry on his profession 
on a more extensive scale. Some relation of the 
woman complained to the corregidor, and pointed 
out the hiding place of the ruffian* The colonel 
1^ a regiment of cavalry in garrison at Elvas was 
^ tequested to furnish a detachment for the purpose 
of securing hiin, which was executed in a manner 



7l 



EtAMn.BS OF THIS. 365 

highly creditable to the tseijeant commanding the 
little party. 

The ruffian was seized vrhilst sleeping in the 
ndn ; his head resting on a pigHskin full of ivine> 
his carbine by his side^ as well as his good knife. 
And a bag of dollars ; and the grey mare was tied 
up in a corner of the same enclosure* The pa|ty 
bound his hands behind him and drove him before 
them to the garrison^ notwithstanding his tempt- 
ing offers to induce them to permit his escape ; 
and with the scrupulous exactness which so 
strongly characterizes the Portuguese soldier, they 
deported every fartMng of ihe money thus found 
into the hands of the authorities. The feUpw was 
however soon after liberated ; and the dragoon who 
related this fact to me, having belonged to the 
party, was in daily apprehension of reaping the 
reward of his zeal and integrity from the revenge 
of the ruffian. 

The ecclesiastieB who surrounded the source of 
tanporal power in Portugal, directed the stream 
at their will and pleasure, to the sacrifice of justice 
and of every barrier which had been erected for 
the protection of life and property. In 1800 a 
dissolute young man, residing in the Rua dos Ca* 
pelHstas, murdered (under circumstances of the 
greatest brutality) the author of his being, who 
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had refosed to fimiirib bim "vdth the meanrof gra« 
tifying his taste for debauchery. A friend of imbte; 
of ;the regunent of Vietra Telles, was ordered to 
utt^nd . the execut]<m Mrith his company ; but on 
hi3 way to the apot> a messenger met him an* 
nouncing the prince's pardon of the offender. U 
appeared that a person interested in pseaervin^ 
the liife of the parricide had found the means ot 
buying (n0 difficult matter) tbe interrentioii of tibua 
court c<>nfe$sor^ wIk) persuaded the sav5ereign'tha£ 
he ought to forgive^ if he hoped himsdf fbrpardcm 
hereafter. 

: As I had originally, destined this chapter to 
military subjects, a few words relative to the 
wders of knighthood in Portugal may . not ba 
altogether irrelevant; particularly as every per-» 
son who has mixed in Portuguese company most 
have met with hundreds of individuals, so studded 
over with crachats and crosses, as to present the 
appearance of ambulatory jewellers edubiting 
their stock in trade. To know the origia of these 
badges of distinction may not, therefore, be altiH 
gether without interest. 

The oldest military and religious order now in 
^dstence in. Portugal is that of Aviz, which de^ 
rives its name from a town in the province af 
AJemtejo, and was instituted by king Alfonso 
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Menriques In 1147> on his beating the Moors at 
£v0ra in that yean The decoration of the knights 
]& a cross fleurs-deJis vert; and that of &q conir 
manders is the same in the centre of a ^tar or 
crachat ^ The grand crosses wear besides die star, 
k cross upon an eidarged scale, pendant , from ^ 
broad green wavy ribbon round the neck. 
' This order was embodied with that of Calar 
tratain Spain in 1212; but has subsequently be* 
come independent of it. Officers who have served 
twenty years without bl^nish are eligible for 
knighthood ; but the higher degrees are bestowed 
on generals and other great men. This of aU the 
old orders has best preserved its respectabiHty, 
tliere^ being no instance of its degradation. S« 
* Benedict is the patron ; .and when spoken of it is 
caUed the order of S. Bento de Aviz. None but 
Catholics can become members. 

The next in rank and in seniority is ihe order 
of Saint Jago da Espada. Dennis L of. Portugal 
instituted it,, and endowed it with privileg^^ 
wluch have since almost totally disappeared. The 
institution of this order was owing to the king's 
attributing to S. Jago's especial protection a sig* 
tial victory which he. had obtained over the Moors 
in 1310. Th^ ensign is a cross of shnilar shape 
to that of Aviz, but of purple colour, hanging by a 
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ribbon also purple. The investiture if this order 
became of late years so general and promiscuous, 
that at length no person! of respectability thought 
himself honored by having it conferred on him. : 
, I cannot give a better idea of its degradation 
than by observing that, on a particular festivd 
being celebrated at the new convent diurch at 
Lisbon, I:saw a sentry pushing back the crowd; 
and upon enquiring why the rabble were exdud^ 
ed, was informed that his orders were (in oonse^ 
quence of the numerous attendance of persons of 
rank who were expected to fill the whole church) 
to impede the entry of raggamuffins, men in car 
potes, and knights of S. Jago. Most o{ the negto 
officers of the Brasdlian army are decorated willi 
the cross of S. Jago; and it b not unusual to scfe 
a bearer of it accost you in the streets of Lisbon 
soliciting charity with hat in hand» j 

The fhird is ihb order of Christ, which was also 
instituted by Dennis Lin 1317, to engage the 
nobility to assbt him with the whole ; of thdr 
means against his Moslem enemies. Numberless 
^e the cominanderies and revenues annexed to 
ibis order ; but it is nevertheless in great debas&r 
ment at present, and during the war a few mil 
reas given or lent to the crown sufficed to procure 
adimssion to its kmghtbood. ....': 
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' In consequenoe. of the impossibility dT confers 
dng on Protestants the honors of knighthood in 
orders bo ennnently xsatholic as the abore^ and the 
vows of which^ on prdfessiont are so opposite to 
the doctrines of tbe protestant diurch, the bot^ 
reign of Portugal deemed it expedient to institiit^ 
a military order without the obligation of mf 
oaths opposed to the reformed faith*. Accordingly 
he created that of the Tower and Sword. The 
*colour' of this order is blue ; on one side of the 
cross is the likeness of the sovereign; and on the 
reverse is a sword passed durough a wreath of 
laurel and lurmounted by a golden tower. The 
motto is *^ valor e lealdade." This order has for 
liie present been granted to persons of rank only, 
mththe exception of a very.few individuals the 
w^gHt of whose purse has obtained it for them i 
and it is likdy to preserve its respectalulity^ if the 
pnecaiitions. taken to. secure that end, are acted 
up to. 

Since the peace, and about the year 1819, an* 
other order of knighthood was instituted in honor 
of Our Lady of Conception^ whose name it bears ; 
but, although so recently created, it is already un*- 
worihy of notice, owing to the indiscriminate man:- 
aer in whichit has been ccmferred. 

There : was. . fonnferly wotbeir ! chivalric institur 
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tioin in Portugal^ edled the order of :Ajai(the Mdng), 
created by Don Aifimfio Henriques* But as no 
revenues weie atmesed to it, tb very sdob dkol a 
natiiral deaths The kii^ im|;itnted'it, from harm- 
ing seen a winged arm ^ Ae heavend i^bSHt 
fitting the Moors at Santai^eih* The creatba 
took' place at Aloobai^a^ where; the king tiethained 
« ipohth alter his victory* The decaration was a 
golden eroBS, surnunmted with 4 pu^le mag* 
The patron saint was SJ Micfaael> as the king de^ 
clared iihat he had recognised the wing sleA arm 
as bdbnging to that angeL The prdafe of the 
order was (as long as it tasted) the prior nf'Aleo^ 
fcanpa; and tiie pnncipal duty of the members was 
the. guarding the king's person in battle. 

Decorations and badges of distiDctiQn hsm idse 
been gianted to military men. of all xankisi ih the 
army ; &Dds6 great is the thirst v&r these hetaorSy 
ti»t thet e liave been instances: of men aUc^gmg 
that they had fought in no less than J\ft^*^amr 
gmieral actions >dniii^ the last war, iii order to 
dbtcuh them ! , < 

I shedl t^nnnate my observations upon the 
PortiAgu^ mSitary, by ttaoBl^ting from the na^- 
tional histbiy a page o» two;w&di presMiC a i^drreet 
idea of the state of organiiteitibn of the army but a 
fbw years agoi Hetice isonie idea ntay^beJormed 
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of thd cliAcuities Which must hare beeil overcome 
to bring this army to a degree of perfection buOi 
as it at present enjoys^ and which has made it su^ 
p^or to most^ and eqnal to any body^ d tlie con-* 
tinental troops. 

^ # * # But as a long peace succeeded the bto- 
tie of war^ and the Tesources of the state were 
exhausted, the military spirit degenerated to such 

m 9 • • •■ •■•r -I 

a degree^ diat the young nol^ity disdained serving 

. • . • • _'_ - 

in the army. For this reason, no oflBcers could 

» - •-•• •« 

be ftMid in it, but those whose ignorance and in^ 
subordination tended to create abuses and the 

r ♦ ■ - - 

totd slibyersion of discipline : in short, the disor- 

der went so feir, that regitiaehts were officered from 

amongst the lacqueys of illustrious femifies. It 

was' no extraordinary sight to obseirve an officer of 

cavalry driving a chaise, or a footman witb the 

rank of captain of infiemtry, whilst the colonel pro- 

J* 
prietor was snoring in his little cradle, &c. * * 

^' To correct these abuses it was found necessary 
to call in the aid and experience of a German gene- 
ral, the Count of La Lippe, to whom unlimited 
powers were given during the last war with Spain. 

'* A curious* incident, worthy perhaps of notice, 
is recorded as having happened on his arrival. — 
The Count La Lippe on going to dine one day 
with the Conde dos Arcos, a Portuguese genera^ 
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observed a sarvant of the hcmde^ in the tuilfonndf 
an officer^ ^bout to vfait at table^ and irecognudng 
Jum to be a caj^tain of the^ Alcantara regiment of 
.eavahy^ itf which the Conde dos Arcos wa3 colonel^ 
he rose immediately from his seat^ and compelled 
the' servant to place himself at table between him 
and the master of the house^' who thus saw Uf 
pride hmnbled. 

'^ After this the Count La Lippe, wishing no 
doubt to inspire in his oflScersf a proper nulitary 
feeHng, encouraged duellin^^ declaring openly 
that he would despise and cashier any offices 
who^ under pretence of religbn or x>f the rega^ 
lations, should refuse to give or receive satis&Ci 
tion when offence had been oflfered. Thisanec^ 
dote is more extraordinary than the former one> 
and perhaps unique- of its kind; and the manner of 
thinking of this general, was worthy of the age of 
Louis XIII." 
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PORTUGUESE ARCHITECTURE, FURNITURE, 

GARDENS, &c. 

• i. 

« 

To persons accustomed to English architecture^ 
the private houses in Portugal have a singula;rly 
clumsy appearanc3. The reason of this is easily 
accounted for. When a Portuguese builds a 
house^ it is usually on his own freehold ground ; 

and as he intends that it shall be of use beyond his 
own term of existence, he gives to the whole of the 
edifice a solidity calculated to make it durable, and 
looks upon beauty and lightness as very secondary 
considerations* Since the earthquake of 1755^ 
people who undertake to build^ are restricted by 
law to a particular principle of construction. The 
whole house is run up in wooden frame-work and 
iJiis is clothed with masomr afterwards, so that 
an earthquake may make it rock considerably;, but 
the concussion must be great indeed and of some 

duration to bring it down. 
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In the houses of persons who keep their carri- 
age^ the ground-floor is chiefly taken up by the en* 
trance or porch (very badly paved like the streets), 
the stables^ «nd lacqueys' rooins. The gardens^ if 
any^ are communicated with directly through the 
porch, or descended into from spacious balconies 
on. a level with the first floor, by flights oi stope 
steps. The parapets pf these balconies are usually 
ornamented with vases of marble or of porcelain^ 
containing the most beautiful species of creepers 
or other .flowers. . . 

The gardens are too symmetrically laid out to 
be pretty, and there are usually many busts and 
statues in diflferent parts of them. ' When a gar- 
den is large enough to entitle it to the name of 
Quinta, it is uisually provided with a Nora for the 
convenience of watering it during the summei" 
months when little or no rain falls. These Norad 
are deep wells, with a very simple machinery, by 
faieans of which the water is brought up in earthen 
pots, fastened to thick bristly ropes, and emptying 
their contents into a wooden trough in proportion 
as they arrive at the top. The wheels are kept 
in motion by an ox or a burro, who is yoked to a 
lever, and keeps walking continually round the 
parapet of the well until the garden is sufficiently 
watered. 



t)RNAMENTftL ARCHITECTUAE. i7t 

<}ar dens' of tins descriptidri are moatly lltkeA 
dure of by Gemiese or Maltese^ who 'are 'exJ^^ 
ingly 'dextrous in conductibg the water imajl 4i? 
jrecddos ihroiigh their veg^tables^ &c. witb itik 
emchada or large hoe. It doe& not Jiffealk mw^ 
in &vor of Lisboniaii industry^ that tbe^d iof^gnm 
ehovM be . allowed to nlonoppliise sQ.interestin^ a 
lirandb of employment. The Nora wjkilst at work 
makes a jaiting creaking noise/ precisely like that 
of abiiUbck cart; and ihb is not a bi&tter <)if ae* 
cidentty for the natives [are fond of the yimt, xandl 
dislike those vehicles Which do ilot produce it, A 
. In the Portuguese houses the baIconies> the 
vraUs 6f the 8tairca£tes^ and those of the itpartmehts; 
to the hdght df three feet^ are waiitscotted 'with 
sidiai square bridu of comnton^irthenw ^a^ed 
iVhite, and painted all over in: blue, either with 
afabesgues^ dtag hunts, boar hunts, bird catcher^ 
ynikijiets^ or fishing scen^. TCh^pe things are^. 
however, liej^ning' t6i)e omitted in;, the Const^uot 
fion.of mddem blP^\isLes, as well as the old paiatec^ 
tafie^tily, Whidh. li^t^: orp^inents the chambers oif 
many andetft minions. :Fc»: Ifiese are substituted 
paintings in fresco, which certainly are a great 
iitiprovenlent, not oidy on the score of beauty^ but 
lib^wisd.in cleanliness^, bb they are not calculated 
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(as 18 %he case with" tapestry) to harboaf bu^s ; 
wbich^ bjr the bye, swann to such a degree in ai» 
most every house in Lisbon that^ if the window 
shutters aro slammed Tiolently> a shower of th^n 
is Men to detach fhemselves from evei7 creak send 
eorner ill the ceiliiig, window shatters, and sashes: 

Some of the palaces oi thA nobility are beanti^ 
folly painted in fresco. That of lihe mfiaripiia:Qf 
Louis at the Graipa stood pre-eminent inilas xe* 
spect ; and the Execution of it must certoinl j hate 
ben directed by an artist of consummate tasted 
Amon^t Ihe ariJbesques with which and of the 
saloons was ornamented, were introduced TCry 
highly finished -pcfttxoits of all the mOst celebrated 
warriors and statesmen Ihat Fortbgal arer pro^ 
duced. I had the mortification of secdng'.this 
beautifril palace burnt to the ground in 181?^ 
dwing to the negligence of some lacquey. .It 
seemed as if this blow was t^ only on^iwan&ig 
tOr comjdete ^ affliction of rfa imiiable prepviet 
tress^ tibie lady Eugenift de Loul4^ on 'n4i06e nmsd 
the sentesice pronounced upon her husband (wfacr 
had followed the French army) had loio^ hom 
preymg. 

The furniture of the fidalgos' palaced is usu^^ 
rich but very clumsy. In many h<mses belon^kig' 
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to adcknf axaaumiestsi, are 'to bd seeii quantities of 
ddi tuaeai of real china and otiier articles from 
that counhfyV paarticiildrlf large mulrQrs^ \tiJix eur 
iioUk Chimise aoenes pointed oh the hxwef parid of 

fMsmi is of a huicli figbter natmrek Chairs; &r 
ioslalice, inistead of bdng cmhiaDed oir baeked of 
painied leather^ finteiied on to ih^ frame witk 
lsage~ n^imd naU, ate novr bptbomed. wltli'qplit 
bambea hf maker moA,. iha frame bempig niade of 
tiie' wood oi the eodrmoos bbxisa in Biuoh sugar is 
Itrought heme from AitaericaL.TU baeksarensmfi^ 
oniflinalited with some fitde device^ as a bird, a 
qpiorteflBaiTy afloiver or a lani&ioi^ie* Hie faadka^ 
legs, ice have 'stxipes of gilland Uaefc^ alteriiatdy, 
from whence these ' dhaiis deriv;^ i^affiir^ names of 
ijoiradhyitiuk. A few old fDoaaify povtrdits ov some 
Imdif pidnted saiitti^ enicifis3eB>: M^ in frdniea^ 
«tid tinsel work^ sire the acif deeorationi^ seea 
Imni^ng^fricmi liia walla of an ap^ 

i%reffaui» thehre are honet s^ n^n'the 

weailur ii^ mm8aa% coUy . the onljr meaier of pro^ 
oaiing wiirmHi is hy niti% ofer & bi;ipeo» (from 
Sraaa a fighted ccaiy^ s brajK^pm frdl of %hted 
isoaii or ashes from the: tadodrs^ ovens. TUs^ t^ 
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getlier wi& the eternal capote, is found suffideot 
to resist the most rigorous cold> of which the.der 
lightful climate of Portugal is susceptihle* 

The roo& of all the houses in Portugal are tiled^ 
and care is taken to paint in bright scarlet the 
under part of those which project, and to gite a 
fantastical shape to the jprojecting angular tile» 
This bright colour contrasted with the whiteness 
of the walls, has a very agreeable effect, if we 
Overlook the injury which the latter maybe ex.- 
pected to produce on the eyes ; although tt'does 
not appear to affect those of the Portuguese, who 
have the finest m the worlds Some part of. th<ft 
exterior of almost every house is ormuneuted widi 
jrepresentations of saints painted in blue, on white 
lazulejos, some of which are even honored with 4 
lanthom hanging before them. . i 

. The saint most commonly seen on. the ¥f alls is 
jsaint Marital, who is supposed to possess consider^ 
able influence over conflagrations. He is alWay^ 
represented in the dress of a bishop with, a )BoitiA 
t>n his head, holding up his ri^^ hand ai^pmnt- 
ing upwards with his two fijrst fingers;, wlnlein 
the badk ground are to be seen some hoi]|ses on 
fire, a contradictory kind of emblem of lus efficac)r> 
The other &vorite ^street saints are Santa Barbaric 
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vnth a tower on her head by way of mght cap, 
and another in her hand ; and S. Sebastian, tied 
to the trunk of a tree, and made use of as a target 
to teach young infidels *^ how to shoot** arrows. 
The flight into Egypt is also a very common street 
picture ; and as for. souls in purgatory, they are 
to be seen at the corner of every street and lane. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



NEGROES OF LISBON. 



The LisBoh negroes kee^ aU their church festivals 
with thei greatest possible rigour^ and with as miicH 
burlesque mummery as those whose imitators they 
are. 

The plate before us represients a 4^putation oC 
the brotherhood of Nossa Seuhora d' Atalaya, in 
the act of raising the wind for the feast of ihat 
seinU One of the troop carries an image of the 
jn&ht Jeswst, seated on a .chmr and ornamented 
with tinsel and ribb(ms. This he tenders to th^ 
by-passers» who almost inVari^ably kiss its feet,hav^ 
ing first taken off their hats, and then drop a cop^ 
per donation into the bag» The image is often 
handed all over every house in the streets through 
which the troop passes : most individuals, parti- 
cularly the females, being' anions to shew their 
pious devotioii fot the sacred original/ in Urn 
caressing his infantine similitude. 
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The reader will observe that the child is of the 
same colour as he who carries it about to cater for 
its mother's feast: — ^this is easily accounted for. 
The same feelings whidi induces Europeans to 
attach ideas of superiority and advantage to those 
of their own colour^ operates with negroes in favor 
of theirs ; so that not only cannot they persuade 
themselves that the Deity would condescend to 
assume any earthly form but that of a negro^ but 
they also folly bdieve that the devil is sx£ our 
colour^ and they represent him accordisgly. 
. The lower orders of Portuguese have pretty 
much a similar feeling regarding the birth plan 
of our Lord. They would be ready to tear any 
individual to pieces who should tdU them tiiat 
Jesus wore the earthly semblance of a Jew; or that 
Bethlehem Was n9t somewhere or other in Portugal 
So grosft and universal^ but a ^hort time sinc^ 
Was the ignorance of all classes tbat I am not 
quite clear whether^ in liie days of the Inquisition^ 
that tribunal would not have pursued with its ut-- 
most rigour any one who had dared to attribute 
Jewish extraction to the Saviour of manldnd. 

The virgin^ in the character of our Lady of 
Atalayay is painted also blacky but for tiiis tiie 
negroes imagine an excuse in the book of Canii* 
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des * > and ihey are not lingular in tlu9 portrai- 
tture, since xoBny Frendi Ci^thoUi^ Qgree ,witl| 
thenw and believe that the Yirgia wns by birth m 
Eduopian* But I caimot account tot th^ attri^ 
buting^ that cobur to the Bacdhus ^of tibe papa) 
diurch:-Tt-that bon vivimt and patron of jqWj &1t 
lows, saint Antoni^ de Lisboa ; who bes^ea b^iig 
a diorongh bred Fortiiguese^ is still mc^eover 
borne iqum the staff of the Jiational armjr^ 
however incredible the absurdity may appear^ as a 
captain in the ^d or Lagos regiment of infiwtry^ 
The thirst for aecmnulatbn of jriches^ which so 
strongly i^l^acterises every department of the 
Roman isatlioliq dmrch^ induced the clergy of Lat 
gos to petition government i^ot limg since to pro? 
l<qote S. Antonio to the rank of field officer, ill 
order that the revenue of his chapel might be 
augmented "by this increase of pay« But tlie go- 
vernment had too many live sinnezs to support to 
have any thing to i^are for dead saints ; and W^. 
withstanding the important services alleged tq 
have been rendered to die state by die Snd regi^ 
ment iind^ the patronage aiul heavenly influencQ 
of S. Antonio, the petitbn was rejected. 

* Nigra sum sed formosa, $lia Jeniflakm &c. See in the 
Vulgate. Cant. Canticorum Cap. I. v. 5. 



2Bd LANDUN OR MEGtlO DANCE. 

' To proceed with our plate> the big drum' and 
fiddle attract the attention of the house's inmates, 
who hasten to the yerandas and windows to re-^ 
gale themselves with a sight of the lascivious and 
even frantic Landun^ danced by a negro and ne^ 
gress, whose very gestures imd looks would io 
tnore delicate people serve only to create the ut-» 
most sensations of disgust; but the Portuguese, 
ore themselves so fond of this dance^ under certain 
decent modifications^ that they never fail to. cmi-« 
template it with pleasure^ even when carried to 
extremes by its original inventors* 
' As tins dance was originally a negro one, I 
trust I may not be considered as guilty of tt very 
culpable digressioh if, before returning to the sub- 
ject of the plate, I take the opportunity of isaying 
a few words about it 

The Landunwas formerly danced in the best 
(Pieties of Lisbon by persons of both sexes ; but 
now it is seldom performed in the higher circles^ 
except by two females, one of whcrni represents a 
male partner. It consists of graceful cadences; 
the steps being generally the same throughoutj 
and the chief beauty of the whole depending. less 
upon the movements of the feet, than on the 
graceful elegance and expressive attitudes of the 
arms and body. * - 



\ ^Thep^tm^ pladng tUiBiQfldhres at oppteHe eiwlft 
of a room^ wad tbe ^g^itleman kddtng j» :wbitd 
b^ddkgrchiei^^ tliey adTatice towards- eaeh. otiber '^th 
m^uf^d steps and MTooing mien, and tjbieJadjf aji^ 
pe^s dfsj^sed fo ^ytt^atbiise with W Bu^ 

at tha itactmint .wjbea;iia: im«gitoi^^itef fiiypiablejtb 
his suit^Ji^ttiriui away from Khb»i^h; 
iJQtit^^npt and: astofci^itoent atlfcia jpr;Qsuitiptloili;> 
he' l|k^wi3e turifsr ajw&yyhatf wi% Itef-jother fofjl- 
ing» ; the handkerchi^ef; now .flndaf Ite.;^ay tp bis 
^y&p J and :w|th di$ap|)ointinl^t . in .^v<ery featui?^> 
he measures back his.st^ps; looking occasionally 
behind him as i^ t0 epccite ie^mpa^sipn, ; , ■ [ I 
,.^ ,|Iis reiterated SQlicitaticins .ixi&ke he>r at lei^gl^ 
relax in h^^ s^yjsrity arid appear pka$ed at Hs^ atr 
ten^tiQA^; which her «o sopn^r peroeives than:hi 
tfeats hej ^ih disdaiii.. She in her tjurn becomes^ 
thie.silppliaQti atid: IredeivpS ficOm-him th6 sanw 
b«idk.etch5^t a token of grief, which she uses with 
the inpst fa^cij[|a1(|ng grac^fnlti^s. : This panto-> 
mimic )repreitentatiofi of . a loVeHE;ce<i^ ends in the. 
lad/s thX^wirig the; hatidkesrchief OYdr the neck of 
her partner, as an eniblem of her cqqiquest and 
their mutual reconciliation and union. When 
tfab is vf^Yt danced, it ji^^yer fails to elicit the most 
thundering applauses, ' What I have just ende^-; 
vou]red to describe is the landun of the better 

u 



ftdO SXTEAVACFANT PAHSIOK WK 9HIS DANCHt 

i^d^^ ; tngrt when danced by tihe canaffle it is far 
firom being either graceful or decent* 

The common people in Portngal are so fond of 
the landun, that even at an advanced age tiieyex* 
perience a strong s^isalion of delight oq hearing 
the measure played^ on the guitar. I shaU never 
iorget having once seen a mummy-like old woman 
of eighty ^f^etprs 4f^a^ rise firomf the flow wUeh 
she was scrublmi^) ^n bearing a barber strike up 
the tun.e^ and begin to accompany Ihe air with 
contortions^ to which age had left no other cha- 
iriu^ter Ihan^ immingled disgust. 

I have been assured that bolh negroes and 
Portuguese have been known to dance themselves 
into a state of phren^ and eten into convulsions. 
I have myself o9^ seen a negrb^ for want ci 
tome one to dance with^ lay a stick up<Hi the 
ground^ and substituting it in his imaginittiion for 
a real partner^ dance himself out of hrisath. We 
cease however to be astonidied that the sons of 
Africa ^ould be so fond of this e^ercue^ when we 
are assured by a creditable traveler that^ fcom 
the moment the sun has set^ the whole of that vast 
continent- is one scene of dancing. 

In the national theatre of Rua dos Condes the 
landun i^ frequently introduced in . after-pieces ; 
and on these occasions the house is always best 



filed, SO gred; and powerfbl is die atti*aicti6&. It 
k'lisually: dancral by' a hcqmty and a sonBi^tte^ 
who, although they confine themselves to. Very 
few'^gibstbres; and theU Whole performance dbes 
not perhaps- last imrk ihsat tyro or 'thtee minutes; 
fm^e; m^kkAeleisp sa ihndi <lhb art of ido^veyin^ 
i^Mfleance'in tlie'iiieMit'>lobki)<^a3idmoyematts> 
that the performance ds appbudedJ with vbcifbrous 
^ was*' arid ** Iff «vbs»* ; * I ' 
'I Bui^ to return to my suli^eet: when the da3r's 
eoittaributiohs hare been ddemed . sufficient, the 
dfaigy collectors ^ very na^ur^Qy^ ^PPfy the well 
knowiiteki of '^ being 'wartUy of^eii* hire,*' and 
ac^ounk ib the nearest tavern to carchise at the 
e^^ise of Ihe credulons^ • Thd mail who carries 
liie pmge leads the vax^ > azbd extending it before 
himat armTs lengthy arhe Anient 1:fae taiiem door, 
H^er foils to exiclaim ^' Qncan yai a: diant^ P^ga*'' 
AngUce, ^^ he %ho enters first pays Ifie piper.** 
' Thefosdvalof NossaSenhofad^ A!t»layais kepi 
at her chapel near the village of AMea Gallega, 
0)1 t}ie southern bkiks of the Te^bk, immediatdy 
opposite the eiiy of Lisbob ; and on that day 
hundreds o^Ui^ks are seen crossing the Tagus in 
Oatraio^ (shore boats). He beginning of the day 
is spent in hearing mass; wU(^ isrfollbwed by a 
sermbn. But no sooner are these ceremonials 

u2 
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OTer^^^thairra sceiie of debaucherj: foHows,.:wlucfat 
^would'make eVen theandent votorieft of Bacchm 
bktsh.- : ; i., , Y 

The sermon h^re^aUuded to is .preached, by. a 
iiegxo priest,. the) only, one I believe ifho. resides in 
Lisbon, the Brazik being the chief riaaidence a^d 
domains of ihe:black eedesiastks; : Negroed. thtfst. 
admitted . intbf hcdy carders receive, alh adui£atipn>' 
still more superficial, if possibfa^ ihan^ their. yMte 
fellow labourers; ascd; the blimders which they 
commit, when they attempt to expound theSorip? 
tures from their pulpits, are worthy of those comr. 
cnitted byithe Barbadoes black methodist diyines*. 
. It .must not however be inferred ihot these 
saints. '^ of the retreating foi^head ahdidepressed 
vertex" are a jot. less ingemons thaii the European 
friars in the profitable knack: of applying scriptil-! 
ral, t^ts . to their, advantajge : this „ the following 
anecdote will:prove.- In the refectory of a.black 
community at Rio de .Janeiro,^ the $;ame abuse ^^x- 
isted as in those, of European friaries : the supe^ 
liorand the elder brethren of the }u)use applying 
to their own> use the dioiceht viands and moist de-> 
Ucate morsels, , and leavii^ the hungry novices, at 
the^ nether end of the table, to break or.ki^ep their, 
fast 'uponvthe. mere scraps and bones .of the repast.: 

On one of these occasions aujunior brother {with 
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whom I was afterwards personally acquainted) re- 
ceived as his portion a hollow bone without a ves- 
tige of any thing on it. This he immediately 
applied to his lips^ and as if converting it into a 
wind instrument^ raised a hideous yell through it. 
The superior, highly scandalized at such conduct, 
insisted upon knowing the reason of it, *' Holy 
father,'* answered the novice, '* I have read in the 
Revelations that at the sound of the trumpet the 
flesh will be reunited to the bone ; and I have been 
trying to verify the prophecy upon this bone to 
save myself from starvation.** 
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CHAPTER XVII, 



NEGROES OF THE BRAZILS, &c. 






t. 



It is interesting to take a review of the vicissitudes 
'Ja the lives of those negroes, to v^rhose lot it has 
'Mien to be slaves in the Brazilian settlements. 
•On their arrival, they are disembarked with a 
rag of cotton round their waist, a scarlet cap 
<€^ their heads, and their skin so thickly studded 
^th itchy eruptions, as to resemble more nearly 
the hide of a rhinoceros than a human^ cutis. 
TPhfey are immediately driven in 'flocks from the 
'tflav;e vessel to the slave fair, which is' held in a 
<pkjrticular street set apart for that purpose exclu* 
•sively. Here they are huddled up together with- 
out distinction of sex, in rooms or rather stables 
on the ground floor, until purchased either by the 
iidtabitants^ or else by men who come from Minas 
|br .the express purpose* 

I was, in one of these stables, when a slave mer- 
chant from the latter, place came in and enquired 
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what sort of stuff was on sale. The fi^opman^ 
anxious to transact business immediately, took a 
sack of arrow-root (farinha de pao) and placing 
about a dozen little handfuls of it here and there 
on the ground, made signal to the slaves to come 
and eat, just as we see done by a servant to call 
together the fowls in a poultry yard. The slaves 
made a rush at the little heaps, and squatting 
down on their haunches, just like monkeys, began 
to eat with^vidity. . , 

The Minas merchant then singled^ oui;^ youQg 
girl of about twelve years of age,.>nd havinjg^ 
turned a&d twisted her limbs in every ^^c^n tp 
ascertain if shej^ras sounds asked the pi9$e.of hnK, 
which bdpg tdid him, .j^e ^d^lared it' Yt99;tW 
much. The owner on lus part 9Wore it w^ etcQeJ^" 
ingly moderate, pointing out Hid eligibili^ .^f hisr 
age and piker inducements, ji^t as we:$e9,]^ro^gkt 
forward in Ae ^le_of a young cow. THe-piK* 
girl was all this ijm$ in suspeiuse ; and tbbae y^ 
think that modesty is not inh^r^t in tliese utifor^ 
tunate beings as well as in our happier females^ 
are much mistaken. I observed het ttiore than .once 
adjusting her scanty dress With the utmost qod^ 
fusion in her looks, at the brutal and tmSoeSng 
manner in which her useful . qualities were set 
forth l^ her interested owner. 
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JmiiiiQity and intense inieres^nesa are not tho 
attrifeintes of professed slave nierdi'ants exclusiiFely : 
they, are unfortunately to be met with in & sphere 
of life, y^x^ one Iwauld least expect to see them* 
The execution of a negro for murder^ wiis about 
to tid^ place' at lUo de Janeiro/ and dbare masters 
ordered the atti^dtoce of their negroes^ that by 
witnessing the puni^mait 6f their countryman, 
they might be detdrred froiki cotemntting the same 
eriftie. An English acquadntance of mine^ who 
had but three days b^re ptirchased^ of an ex* 
governor of Mosariibique, a negto w^om he. had 
brought witji him from Ihat place^ sent him liket 
wise to the ac^e of . ei^emition .that he. might pro^ 
fit by Ijie warning. . ' > 

When the execuii6n was orer^^e master ques^ 
tinned his ^ssm on the' sml:^t^ inr hopes of imding 
that a d^e inqgresBimi had been made ; 'but to \sA 
astpnifito^nt th& negroes attention seea^oted to have 
been rivettedonihe awk^aard mmii^rln whidi 
the executioner had. done his'jinty^'s^ that 
he. would Yasfk ddi&e it much: better himself* 
** How T said ' ihe master, *' were you ever a 
hangman I'*—'" Yes, Senhpr^ I was hangman at 
Mozambique, but governor •- — being ordered 
faotne, sent word to the gaol desiring that I and 
all the pxisoners should appear befcKTe him. We 
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no sooner arriTeid on board tbaii he set mbI, and 
has sold us all siiiee Ms disembarkation h&te*^ It 
luckily happened tiiat this trust-worthy ex-^go^er^ 
nor had not yet set off for Eurc^e^ so that my 
acquaintance recovered his money^ hy threatening 
to reveal the truth to government, if the bc^i^aiit 
were not immediately cancelled, he having agr^ 
fer a good slave, aiid hot a hangqian. 

The people at the idave nmrket, who own these 
depots, are obliged to be exceedinglyv'careftd in 
ordering the diet of the slaves immediately aftei^ 
their landing. Fruit of any kind, unless taken wilii 
exceeding mcderatioh, has been found almb$t in- 
variably fatal,' after a long Toyage and salt fro^ 
visions. The slaves are therefore only^ allowed 
the use of it grs^dually, and are chiefly fed with 
dry arrow-^oot,' without other beverage than wa^ 
ter : care- beiiig also takbn not to cure their cuta- 
neous> eifuption too mddenly, as the dise^ is apt 
(ta useihehr: own term) to turn inwards and be- 
come exbeedingly dangerous. • 
' The mamier- of marking the davas when pm;- 
chased, so as to be able to identify them if neces^ 
$ary, is (effected by long and deep incisions cm the 
cheeks, forehead, shoulders, breast or back, and 
£^(»a[i^ime3 in all the above places ; wliidi opera^ 
tion must necessarily be attended wiijif mupb pam. 
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tot I bpre seen few o£ diefle slits. that. had hot 1i^ 
appearance of having penetrated the skin througjbt 
and liirough. The consequence is tiiat, in heal- 
ing they never are completely closed but present 
the appearance of s6 many moiiths. 

The fate of the negroes who are . sent to the 
iiliiues;(Minas-geraes) I am little acquainted wi& ;; 
bull beheve that thosewholare'i^d for servants^ 
in the' city have a &r more fortuimte lot. In the 
begiiining of their captivity/ they frequently dcf^ 
sert^ particularly the grownup men> . who' find it 
irksoBae to learn a new langue^e and acquire 
habits; of domesticity and servitude* In these 
cases Ihe. owners apply to an individual called the 
Capita6 (captain) who is perfectly acquainted with 
the tdpc^raphy of the neighbouring country^ and 
consequently with those places which are most 
likely to;be their haunts. , v 

Whilst in these forests- the runaways support: 
life' easily, Sowing to.ljie prodigious quantity of 
bananas/ cocoaHQuis* &c« found in. them ; but thcv 
ca^itad: seldom fails to bring them back sooner or 
later; when they are taken to the city gaol to re- 
ceive a numbes of lashes proportioned to their 
iiine of absence. If their fault has any circum- 
stances q£ aggravation connected' with it, they are . 
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for a certun time to other deluKpients ; 
and with ah iron collar, fiinwhed w&h s^kcs round 
their necks, th^ are compelled to lalxmr at the 
pttUic works. 

Those negroes, however, who ara eaaly recon- 
dkd to their los» of lilae^, and Jbeooane uiseM 
and' faithful servants, recc^er not unftequ^^ 
their fteedom dtber by pntehasiiig it (if they have 
been iaught a trade) with their kisure-hoiir earn* 
ings, or by virtue of the testament of thdr mas- 
ters. There aiie churches fmd religious houses m 
Bib de Jandro, the whole of whose dignitaries are 
chosen from amongst tHe progeny of tibese e&ash 
chised negroes ; and the policy of the Portuguese 
government has gone so fiir in making it die in- 
terest of a p(»rtion of the blade community to 

order, by shewing them that the road to prefer- 
ment is not exdusively open ta white mto alone, 
that, in the Braadlian troops, Uack and wlute offi- 
cers are seen serving indiscrinunately togethar. 
Many of the former are very high in rank ; and I 
have seen some field officers amongst them deco^ 
rated with no less than three diff^ent orders, 
those of Chriit, S. Bento de Avis, and S. Jago da 
Espada. Altar this statement, I behove that it 
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wiU no: longer >ie disputed which has the greatest 
advantage the negro sent to our colonies^ or he 
wIlo is sold to the Portuguese. 
^ ^It is true that the negroes thus exalted are de* 
signedly never chosen' from amongst those who 
evince any spirit or any talent: the motive^ being 
pnirely ^5litical/ and having &r Itjd end to gild the 
pill which the others are fcMrelsd to swallaw. ^ The 
donseqiienceis (exulting from tiiis species o{ policy 
are-sUth as we carefriHy guard against in our colo^ 
Hies. So great has been the intermixture gI 
Uacks and whites. that scarcely an individual is to 
be Seen (amongst those who are born in the Por- 
tuguese ^ttlements) who has not woolly hair and 
flometh^g <>f the mulatto cast in his countenance. 
' i^These men of mongrel breed £^m moreover to 
lEaye^ united in their personi^ whatever there might 
be of' ugliness in either parent^ to thie utter exclu- 
isiiki 'of every good feature ; and the baboon like 
regitiaents which have been formed of them by the 
hew' emperor of the Brazils^ Don Pedro I. present 
such an exhibition of excessive ugliness that^ were 
their valour any way proportioned to it, they 
might soon conquer the whole worlds 

The women of colour in the Rio de Janeiro are 
remarkable for their jealous and vindictive tem- 
per; and death alone is capable of glutting their 
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itev^Dge foi' the Infidciliiyof thoise v/ith yihbm ilHj: 
have cohabited. Murders are therefore exceed*: 
ingly frequent ; and- although^ in' the abseiuce {)( 
an' actire periodical pres8> few of tfaesie ooc^iirifeiiies 
are made public, I have known; even, ti^rty Uy, 
l;iave been icomtiiitted in jihe space of tirr months 
mf^t &f theiti front motives of jealoti&y; and nt the. 
in&tlgati<m of mulatto women. - ' / 

For the ofBce of assassi]^, the' very low^t ordc^r^ 
of negroes are hired; and thi^se wr^tchea!^ under- 
sell* the Lisbon gallegos completely ; a glass df 
cacha9a (a Speicies of rum) being with uimy a; suf- 
ficient incentive. Th^ii* maiincMr of setting tcf 
work is' worthy of reihark* Tbey need no sti? 
letto^ferro de g^ola (bird cage aw})> or any other 
weapon. In lieu of all these, they use only the 
hoad ; and with it they butt.liko bulls at thediasf 
of their victim; I saw a field ojSicet who' had beed 
mtirdered in this ipanner, and thrown ov^r the 
w^l itito his own garden, where his fi^mily found 
him in the morning : the upper part of the ,body 
was ' flattened, as if the inq)leme]lt of death had 
been a mallet. ' : ' 

<4 

I'Sftd an opportunity of observing tl^e dexterity 
with whidh , negroes ' e£^ct the work of murder, 
whilst stand^ talking to a friend near the resi- 
dence of the pope's nuncio. A carriage'was drawn 
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Up at the door of Ae house, and the coachman 
and lacquey were lounging against the stone 
posts on either idde of the door. A negro slave 
going along the street passed betwixt thd house 
and the ciarriagid. So good an i>pportumty of 
mortifying a poor half naked negro was too good 
to let slip, and the coadbman gave him a very 
severe cut with his whip over the hare shotdders, 
whidi raised a welt as tliick as my finger. The 
poor creature writhed with pain, upon which the 
blow was repeated ; and the footman then seized 
the whip, and amused himself in a similar manner; 
I could hot help expressing my astonishment at 
the negro's remaining there under such evident 
suffering, instead of attemptmg to escape, md 
but for the fear of Pqpish vengeance, if I had dared 
take the part of a negro against domestics, of the 
grand Lama's representative, I should certainly 
have interfered* Blacky had however his reasons 
lor thus appearing passive ; he was watching his 
moment,, and having found it, a flash of lightning 
is not more prompt liian were his movements. 
With his head crouched low, he butted at . the 
coachman's stomach, who having the waUamme* 
diately behind him was settled in t))f twinkling of 
an eye ; then turning suddenly at ^^ lacquey the 
»egro gave him. with the sole of his foot a kick in 
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the 'Stomach with 0udi force and dexterity ihat ba 
stretched him lifeless, LeaTing hoth Im victimi^ 
he then took to his heals with the jswiftoeas of n 
deer/ to otir no small satis&ctbn at seduig siieh 
gratiutous and unprovoked hrutality zieodiTe its 
due reward. 

Instances of oppr^pion of tibis kind are aome^ 
tbaes to be seen ; but not so frequently as ihoM. 
from nfigroes whose condition has be^i bettered^ 
towards their more needy coonti^rmen. For it ia 
straiige but true, that the cruelty which they disr 
play towards their feUows, when vested wil& tbe 
smallest degree of power, stands unrivaUed. The 
epithets which they bestow on each other when 
irritated are worthy of remark, the most common 
being that whieh we should least of all expect to 
hear from their Hps, that of -nasty bUck negto." 
It is also impossible to describe ihe contempt they 
manifest towards their n^wly imported countcyn 
meiv ^ feefing which jai^pears to be gi^uiided 
vpbn Aeir own aiperiorily. 
. At emry step we take in the Brazils, wen^eii 
with objects exhibiting the dreadful conseqpiaices 
ef neglecting the proper treatment, which the dis- 
eases incident to the cUmate absoliitdy require on 
thdr first appearance. In some negroes, the. feet 
ape seen either shockingly mutilt^ied, or else ^i^ 
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tisdy redBoed to mere stamps by the ravages of 
tine ChigoBi, the e^daraction of i(viiidi> ^ not ^dy 
porfotrthbd^ ^tails dq itbe sufferer the loss of A 
liiDb. Ali TwakB of persons are liable to tiib etil; 
ewiiig to the idimiautwe skejof the iiisect^ and th^ 
&i^y of i its introducyiDn into the skin^ Th^ 
pegisiBS arei m gienersd tbs fnost expert hands at 
extirpating theim, and thd present kin^ of Portu-^ 
gal was jcobipdled xm, his arri?al in his Brazilian 
eapit^ to have recourse tp one of his Uack sub^ 
jeds for the performance of this oMce on his own 
royal toes. 

Other (AJeds slJU more revolting if pos3i()le^ 
but arising foom other causes^ are as frequently 
offered to i^ur offei^ded sight : 1 mean^ neglected 
caaes of hydrocele. Even professional men^ who 
hare not visiled those regions^ will perhaps find it 
diy&;ult to helievie what nevertheless X jcan assure 
tiiem of having been an eye-witness t? :^a negro 
m lurbom the d^^relppeme&t had becrane so mon-» 
9stro^^i that it tested on i^e groiknd wfaSist he was 
stonflkg upright^ doing the only office which was 
esrear iexacted of him^ that of s^^eeping out the 
$|al^» J need not add that his under garments 
ynste t^f n^oes^ty dtnilar to those of tile other sex. 
. *PjOjntuguei^e of resp^tahUity are^jmnarkable for 
their humamty and kindness to their slaves. They 

X 2 
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even carry their feeHn^ so far, aft lo allow tiheit 
servants to join in the conversation of the compair^ 
upon' whom they are waiting at tahle^ and to perf 
xnit them numberless other indulgences. The 
black ofl&pring of these slaves become\almost*in"» 
variably the toys and playthings o£ l3ie female 
part of the family^ who dress them handsomely^ 
and delight in having them near their persons in 
saloons fuU of company. I have seen a little blacl^ 
girl caressed by every person in tiie room, and 
then seat herself for the r^t of the evemng on h^ 
mistress's foot-stooL 

What I have said of the dignities to which the 
blacks are susceptible of arriving in the churcH 
and army^ regards exclusively the firsudls. In 
Portugal, where such political precautions are xxn* 
necessary, the negroes are invanably the very 
dregs of sodety ; and their occupations are such 
as a Portuguese would spim at. To omit more 
disgusting instances, if a horse, dog, or any other 
animal happens to die in the Lisbon streets, iU 
carcase would remain in the same spot until na« 
ture had completed its work of' decomposition, if 
the alternative were its removal by a Portuguese; 
This office therefore' falls to the lot of a negro> 
whose reward is the animal's hide. The occupa- 
tion of whitewashing the interior and exterior of 
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kxmses is also thdrs ; an employment which is as 
much held in contempt by the natives as the re^ 
moval of carrion. 

The houses in Lisbon^ with the exception of the 
Yery ismall number occupied by English pebple^ 
iore entii^ely desititute of certain conveniencies 
which are ^ alike indispensable for dec^cy^ clean-r 
liBe8s,:arid comfort, .Hence they are eompeUed 
to convert some smali room or ciipbQard into- a 
temporary magazine, provided with a long brown 
earthen jar about thirty inches high, which is used 
as a receptacle for p^haps a whole week's 'Con-^ 
tributipiis. When this comu-copiaa is brim full, 
its amtents are soused into the street upon the 
head of sc^^ unfbrtunate passenger (after ten 
o'clock at night) to the cry of '^ agoa viS/* (Edin : 
gaffdeloo) winch, instead, of serving ais a warning, 
is, in its effects^ no better than the report of a 
fpm, which follows the shot instead of preceding it* 

The few inhabitants who bbj^t to this horrible 
mode of getting rid of such accumulations^ as they are 
likjely to remain for montibs under their windows in 
the streets until the heavy rains sweep them away, 
have recourse to a black woman, who carries the 
jar away on her head ; and as she walks down 
the street towards the shores of the golden Tagus, 
a column fiS balsamic eiHuvia curling upwards 
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from its unstopped onfio^ regaksi ihti oUaetanea 
ef the wuadow-^eckiiig beaiifcitist* T&e ^€a^i k 
not often inconsiderable^ and the dtstonee thosa 
women hive to eaodrj!! f he^r burded is fioiotiiihes 
great It tjiereforfe frciqpMQtiy h^iqraia tiui tiiey 
are competed toi itsedr thfiumlvt^^ whioU tiktiyrmsak 
do mthoiit nhbiurth^ttBgv^ fei whs^ woidd aadsrt 
fliem in replaciag the hmmi jkir on their h^sukl 
They u^aa&j At down^ fer Ihe puvpaae )a£ taSdng 
rest on the akoiie std^p^ o£ soipae'door way^coio£nr4 
rio^ upda tiha uxmatek of the hdiise ^i£ the iiraB» 
dows be e{ien).aQ the bendfito above Bi^tioned. 

Nuflsabdrlosa are the xi»ihbL offices Svhiefa,^ bivfi^l 
to. the ]iitd[erid>le pride of tha nativeiv iuspoibm 
upDn Ishe ^OLegraeflk and gaSegM^ A cQramon PcKTi 
tuguesie Ifiameymiaii is^ ia fai& ttadis^ tinned an 
oSEaiex (official', aapateuro^ '■ effleial oarpinKeiro^^ iSse:} 
«id if by any laeans: obBge* to carigp> 4 sm^Il pa^^ 
odifi la&liap^SL tkroiigh thes^eetij/ifjJI take e^er;; 
pi^cdPDtioift to Mde ft i& hk ^sapbte> set ^fe^x^tory 
wDuJd h be ta luk d^ity to» da iiie. olfii^ <y(^dr jg^al* 
kgo, sttgK), OTi i(a8 these ansi wmie^^es tei^ftt^) 
bestade j^brgaa* 

The dfistinc^iy madi& beiweea aai dffiee^^^ doblefi 
tinker^ inasoi^ &eir and: ati oiSc6r> in^'th^.arffiy^ i| 
l^^ Qaltiag the latitei^ "^ofifkiiit de btttida/'' dr an 
efiieer pf ti^ sash : hence the grieat i^sp>^i aftso* 
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dasted with tlmportof the umform^ and the great 
umbvage given to the Portuguese miHtary at iti 
b^g worn by tioti*c6mmmoned officers in our 

I wmi n(yt ^^dudo my refetenoNas^ to negi^oes 
aii4 tte^ t^itidm in which they dtatud ^ith their 
Pi»rt«a^tidse Jtiasier^, inthdut recosrding an atieo 
do«e^ equally ereditcibte to k^th the p^^^ who are 
ik&^t^em d it 

S^^)astia5^«]^0^ de Garralh^^ Cond^ de Oeiras^ 
fiiairqueis de P&mbaV Wds ju&ily esteemed the 
great^&t ^ nmiidter thai Portugal could ever boast 
o£^ He flbitidsiied^ a^ is^ weB.- kiowDb ill the reig^ 
of Joseph L and the country has ever since Mt 
1^ ben^fSt^ of h& Wisdom in the ntnnbei^lctts im- 
fnrov^ment^ whieh he effected. He was^ the en*" 
cottra^r of ev^ nsefol invention^ and^the Port^*' 
gue^ U^Variably regret hiS" not being stiU in^ elidt^ 
ence> wheii^ they siee mgeitmty or tueHit ne^kcted.^ 
Bu* Kke aU great men he had bfe feible, whkh is 
said to . have beten ^ndietlveness. A eerteon De- 
sembarg^^r (a' magistrate, as before tnen€ioned> of 
the supreme courts iiivested- with the pri^teges^^ of 
iKxbility) cafled Seabra, who was highfy dfetiii- 
gtushed for his virtues> but whose poUticFdMfered: 
from those of the mimster, incurred by some 
means his- displeasure^ and- was 1^ his order kid- 
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napped^ conveyed to the coast of Africa, aad from 
tbeiice to the place of banishment for the worst of 
criminals, called by the Portuguese Pedras Negras, 
Tliis place, being a few leagues in the interioFi 
and peopled with savages, the ol^detoi pending 
criminals to .it was* that they might be destroyed 
by the natives; and thi$ was often done as an 
evasive commutation of the jsentence of deatfa# 
Abandoned by his conductors, th^ unfortunate 
Seabra wandered abput for the spac6 of two dliys, 
until overcome with fatigue, hunger, heat, and the 
acutoness odP his grief, he dropt senseless at the 
door of a liegro's hut, towards ' yfhidk he had di*^ 
rected his steps. 

The master of the hut wto absent at the mo- 
m^it, but his wife compassionating the miserable 
. c^dition and emaciated looks of the poor old 
man^ dragged bim into her habitation^ and wa» 
endeavouring to restore him Uy Im senses whea 
her husband arrived. At &e »ght of a white 
man, he was about to transfix him to the.ground. 
with an arrow, when his wife's interposition ar» 
rested his friry. She effected still more, she com- 
pelled her husband to assist her in recovering her 
patient: — a proof that petticoat governments may 
exist where no petticoats are worn. 

Seabra,, on coming to himself, found that he 
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ivas attacked with aaburmng ferer^ and gave liim*- 
self up f(»r lost^ concluding that recovery in such 
a climate was next to impossible. His host kowf* 
ever determined on curing him after themaimec 
of their country, and digging a sort of grave in 
the grounds buried him in it up to the neck* In 
this inhumation he remained three days and nights, 
swallowing the simple medicines administered by 
his sable physicians, and was very soon completely 
cured* 

> How strange are the vicissitudes of this life 1 tq 
what a variety of fortunes is a man often yet destine^ 

* « 

who Jbas tlK9ught hisi^ career tenmnated, and hpW" 
rapid is the fall of many who perched on tie pinnar- 
eb.of Earthly honors think themselves secure froia 
reverses. It was at about this period that the mar*^ 
quez of Pombal's power began to decline. The in- 
trigues of his enemies soon after effected his removal 
from court ; and the family of the dezembargador 
Seabra, hoping that there might be a chance of their 
relation's continuing 'to exist, obtained a repeaLof 
his sentence, and dispatched in quest of him the 
same persons who had been his conductors into 
banishment. 

Words cannot depict this poor fellow's joy at 
the prospect of being restored to his family, but 
he could not reconcile to himself the idea of never 
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again Beekig his worthy and kind hosbati, and 
therefore used every kind of entreaty to eagSLge 
her to actioDipany him to Lisbon. She atlasii as^* 
anted^ ai&ongk no entreaties codd indkiee hra 
spoQBO to he of the party. 

On 1^ tttival irt Lisbon^ Seabm mis lecArA 
into tiivor at eoifft^ and ccnft&iued so tOi t&e end 
of Ins Hfe« Hii^ jadventteres^ in Afried ^re long 
Hhe sutject ot comerssL^ot^ s» was likewiso tfie 
marked kindness he ever manifested towardk his 
bene&etress ; "wbo^ £rom the moment of ins lesto- 
rati^i^ to h&^ hxdSif, net^r sat any whene^ hnt bM 
tiie head^ of his table^ even wlben petibns cif lie 
Ingheat fistmetiKm were present. His^ grtBrtlki^ 
was even BKonfarted in his wiS> he* having tefl^ hep 
a very handsome promon* 
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SALOIOS, OR PORTUGUESE PEAgAN^aY* 



At an early hour of the mornings every avenue to 
the city of Lisbon is thronged with the peasantrjr^ 
called Saloios, of whoin this drawing is desorip* 
•tir^; their burrow (donkeys) or mules groaning 
'Under the weight of the delicious fruits with which 
they are laden. These conMfst of watermelons, 
•melons^ oranges^ lemony, (sweet and sbur^) .figs ei 
the most delicious kind, and in jihoft 9II. that the 
heit of dimates and richest of soils are capat)le of 
producing. I 

Besides fruits, tibose who eome from Cintra w 
i(^ nei^bourhood bring a kiiid of little white 
dheeses> known by the name of qUeijadaSy and 
made from the milk of goats. Another species, 
much more agreeable to the taste^ are those called 
reqneijoSs ; they are larger than the former, and 
are neither salt nor sour, but pf a flavour more 
resembUhg that of cream. Some few Saloios 
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bring to their favorite customers small saucers full 
of cream, which for its delicious flavour stands 
unrivalled even by that of Devonshire and Com- 
walL Poukrf mid game ^f eveiy kind, in great 
abundance, form likewise a part of their cargo ; 
but the former is usua% ^eery tough and extrava- 
ganti^y dnr* 

The peasantry who rende many leagues off are 
obliged to set out from their homes on the eve, 
^jid jbrnvpl ui^til imdai^t ; ^hm, they we eodlr 
pelled for the sike oi their loaded ammids> to tost 
3 Uttle. In ^ter/ they take shelter upon diett 
occafiioiis in Bome^stalagem ; but in thd fin^ mt 
^n they unload iheir beii9^ . uiid^ tbb ttarry 
canopy, ^ad tia limAi with good length of ropeio 
% tre$, 90 that they mciy graze wfaibt they Ihem- 
4^\ye9 €iij<qr nmp^ • 

TJm^ pmple^.frou thd habi^. eS vuibsigbt tea- 
veiling under the clear and silent heavaa, beooaie 
19 ^ome m^^^re j^ the watuteriag Arab$# otaser- 
vant/of Ikd ctonsb^Ations, ted hunk t^^ count tbfe 
wame^ hours by itxm ppsJi^Qn^ Of ibo pp^ nf 
this I ofy&d witnessed m ejtample : h^Dg fm 
night h^ La^b<Hl to go to Cm^^ I mmeA m 
irout^ hf kd^Wg tQ9 far W tJ» eQ8twai4» *ttd wi» 
fairly ^ th^ Wfty io Mafra, wfam I ob$enred a 
group of SidcHOS streti^ed on the gmund near the 
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voad dde. These people sofornied me of my mis- 
take adding thai, as f(n: oitting acaross the xxnnph 
try as I proposed doing in the dark towards Ginr 
tra, it was out of Hie question, owing to the exr 
treme ruggedness of • the mountains. I dierelbre 
took their adrice, and tying my horse to a fiirse 
]Hish> laid myself down amongst them to awidt the 
4awn. After some time, on my asking one of 
them what hour he eonceived it might be, he rub- 
bed his eyes, and surveying the heavens for a mo^ 
ment said, ^ We are within an hour of the Trint^ 

4 

dades (Matins) for I see that the flock is far 
advanced, so is the wolf; the crook is already 
perceptible, mid the shepherd will soon aj^pear ;" 
upon which he aroused his eompamons, the loads 
were replaced on the animals' backs, loid they all 
jBOved on again towards the ' Grande Cidade.' 

The roads being ^xceedmgly unsafe, the Sabios 
«Ee <(&liged to travel in numerous bodies. On 
&ek arrival in the metropolis, many of them who 
ace satisfied with smaller profits and more ^acpedi- 
tious sales, take their stock to the fi:^t market, 
called Prai^ da Fig«ieira, adjaoent to the Ro^io or 
laquisiticm Square, wWe by dtepodng .rf it in 
the gross to the retailers, they are enabled to re^ 
turn home at a much earlier hour than they could 
after retailmg it themselvps. 



/ 
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Thia is mostly done by [tixose who reside at 
great distances; biit the Saloios of the villages in 
tiie immediate neighbourhood of Lisbon, from thfe 
moment of their i^rriyal, begin to hawk abont the 
streets whatever they bring and continue d(Hng so 
'until a latis hour in the evening. On the return 
iiome, liie same precaution is. observed of going 
in bodies ; but 30 great h their e:shaustion in mQ$t 
^ases that, with the exception of those whp go oj9l 
£oot, the rest are usually sound asleep upoti their 
'^bardM (packsaddles) abaQdoning to their anir 
mals and waking . " pietcMis" the care of conduqtr 
ing them. 

The objects with which they return provided to 

their houses, consist chiefly apd I may siEiy invarir 

Bbly of a small quantity of BacalJmA (a kind of 

V salted ling) and some salted Sardinhasw These, 

with the aid of a few olives, garlic, (mi(»is, bread 
made of Indian corn, and on rare occasions a little 
wine, compose th^r bill of fare all the yejur round. 
Veal is out of; the <}Uestton, it being a contrabuid 
Article even in the capital, and beef or rather cdd 
t^ow, is to rarely, to be had, or so much above the 
readi of their sniall means, that if they, can aBSbrd 
to ea4: a little on Christmas day or on Easter Sunr 
day, they account themselves supremely blest. ' 

The Saloios are a very fine race of men, activei 
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athletic, and generally speaking, well made. 
Their complexion, although dark, is advantage- 
ously mixed with a good share of brickdust co- 
lour ; their eyes are very fine ; thieir hair falls iti 
ringlets upon tiieir brawny shoulders ; their dress 
is becoming, and their whble appesurance highly 
picturesque and rustic They look more to ad- 
vantage .with their hats oh, owing to the custom 
of cropping close the hair on the crown and fore- 
head. The whble aspect of a Portuguese peasant 
is manly in the highest degree ; and his dresis at 
once graceful and appropriate to his condition in 
life, is always characteristic, and never Varied by 
that awkward mixture with the costume of other 
classes, which gives to our lahouring people so 
unpicturesque and heterogeneous an appearance. 

The Portuguese peasant is remarkable for using 
with surprismg address the weapon called cq^ado. 
It is a long pole or cudgel, ^measuring about seven 
or eight feet, having a heavy knob or leaden 
charge at one end. The most dextrous handlers 
of the cajadp are termed campinos or valentois ; 
and it is not unfirequent to hear of one or two of 
these herpes emptying a fair of the whole of its, 
company, and even felling to the ground the 
police cavalry, a detachment of which attends 
every fair to preserve order. 

Y 
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Tbe dmrge of indolence and slothfaliifiss hat 
been iii&criii«qi»tely laid against the whole of die 
peqple of Portugal^ by pensons who have predp»- 
tately drawn tiieir conclusioM from the samples 
of the lower orders seen in Lisbon; Intt any one 
f€ comnum judgement ought to be awaie^ that the 
meagre md bloated inhalntants of a ca[»tal can 
never offer a just criterion whereby to foitn an ae- 
corate idea of the phymcal or moral peccdiarities 
of any nation. What opinion might we fonn of 
that man's sense;, who^ landing in London from 
abroad should ccmdude^ without looking any &r- 
Iher, that all Englishmen resembled the cockney 
specimens before his eyes ? 

The Portuguese peasantry may justly repel the 
charge of indolence^ for their distinguishing cha- 
racteristics are industry^ patience under priyation, 
mtrepidityj and courage. They only stand in 
need of a goremment (calculated to cijl forth in a 
greater degree thm natural good quaHties. I 
would not advocate as warmly, or in fact at all, 
some other classes of Portuguese: I mean the 
priests, and magistrates, for whatever measure^ 
of corruption in every respect this world can- 
contain, is to be found to superfluity in those 
orders. 
The Saloias, or peasant women, are generally 
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of a ststtme vaAasr taller liian £he female inhaln^ 
taats of tiie towns; tfamr complexioiifir are 13c6 
those of the men, of a haaltky dark ccdoM, but 
ttot sallow or swarthj; They hare eneediiigly 
fine eyes. Ml el expressions. Whai yooa^, many 
ef . ifaent. are extremdiy pretty, and m general tibey 
have very agreeable fecu; but tiieir beauty is of 
short duratiDQ* The crow's foot makes its fiist 
inqmssi0n at the early age of twenty ; their per* 
SODS afberwarda become flaccid» and thra: faces and 
handsr gtow tough and wrinkfod ; so that at the 
age of thirty they begin to assume the likeness of 
fivu^ mummies* Thede wmneu nevertheless often 
live to ft vary advMiced age. 

Feeble of respectabyity wbo reside m lisbouj 
and particularly the English, prdfer these Saloiaa 
ta aay other women to fifi the offiee of wetxnurse. 
from tibmr well known healthfulneas and their pro* 
verbial attacSmient to the i^hfldr^, whom they 
htoe: suckled; The same inoonvetaieneei however, 
is experienced in emph^ii^ theee femdies for the 
above office, winch exists regarding any others ; 
for althongli they live miserably under their own 
roe&, they aeer intoleraUy di£Bcult to please in 
their diet, when in the house of a gentleman. No 
sooner, also^ do they' perceive that their presence 
haa from any circumstance become indkipensable, 

Y 2 
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than they bring forward a thousand pretexts for 
leaving you^ in order that their stay may be pur^ 
chased by rich presents. 

But when their functions are over, and the 
child weaned^ they affect to feel such intense at-* 
tachment for your offipring that it is next to im- 
possible to rid yourselves of them ; and this can 
only be effected for a time^ as they make it a point 
to come unceremoniously to your house once a 
year^ take up their quarters in your kitchen, and 
shew their affection for your children by eating 
you out of house and home. 

I knew an English lady who, having reared 
nine children in Lisbon, had employed as many 
nurses ; and I have sometimes seen her kitchen and 
dining r<iom thronged with these women and 
their several progeny, together with their cousins 
and relatives to the twentieth degree, whom they 
had introduced to be treated at her expence. 
They mostly bring with them presents of little 
cheeses, strings of dried apples, some melons, a 
roasting pig, or aiiy other produce of their coun- 
try ; and this establishes a kind of right to your 
hospitality which it is awkward not to acknow- 
ledge. 

The love of the marvellous which these Portu- 
guese nurses possess in the most extravagant de- 
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gree^ and the practice which they have of enter- 
taining young children with stories of feitei^eiras^ 
(witches^) ghosts and hohgoblins^ robbers^ &c. all 
of which they believe to be true, is one of the 
greatest possible objections to employing them. 
Moreover they dabble in religious matters froni 
motives of conscience ; and being unable to recon- 
cile to themselves the idea that their foster child 
is a little heretic, they please themselves with the 
illusion of its conversion by attaching to its little 
neck, rosaries, crosses, veronicas (brass medals 
With saints heads oh them), or figas. Thus orna-^ 
mented they are better able to resist the malign 
influence of both feite9eiras and the devil. 

The dress of the Saloias is quite unique in its 
kihid ; and pretty women will in that as in every 
other costume continue to look pretty; but to 
those who have no pretensions to beauty, or 
whose prime of life is past, it is any thing but be- 
coming. Oh their heads is worn a muslin hand- 
kerchief folded comer-wise, and tied or pinned 
under the chin, in the same manner as that worn 
in towns. This is surmounted by a velvet peaked 
cap of the shape and size represented in the plate; 
resembling ' a Prussian grenadier's cap in minia* 
ture. The jacket which they wear is of woolleOj 
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and the favorite and most general colour scarlet ; 
their petticoats are made of coarse v^Uea, manu- 
factured m Portugal ; and their boots are piedfiely 
fldmilar to meh'3 jack boots^ only that they hare 
very high heels to them ai the same shape as 
those wrnix by ladies a cmtury ago. 

The harness of iheir burroa has also its pecH:- 
liarity: the heM pieoe bdng made of a very 
«»»e >.mt.&. rf L widd. we »» <o hdd 1v 
m ihe interior oi our Tdhides, €he brighter the 
colours the better; and to tfaia a mere rope is 
affixed, which stands in lieu of all the mmeceasary 
paraphernalia of bit, snaffle, bridle, &e» In front 
of the albarda or packsaddle, and cowring tiw 
animal's breast, is a band of the above broad stuff 
with fringe p^dent from it, and a simflar quantity 
is fixed to each side of the albarda m x^r, which 
passing und^ the ass's t»l completes his trap- 
pings. Oter the albaxda is thrown the aifi^es, or 
panniers, which aro destmed to contain the cargo ^ 
these are made of strong matting. 

The ftrl^r removed from the city and its so* 
phistications^ tiie more does the real character of 
the Portuguese peasantry appear in its proper 
light ; aiid certainly th^:^ are no people who rea- 
lize more nearly than themselves the descriptkoa 
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poets have 90 often imagined of rural virtue 
takd paMc»ral fiimj^dty. If a stranger a;^ears 
lutnong^ thefi^ l^ey make him, quite unsoK- 
dted^ a tmder d[ etery tUng he may stand in 
need of for his refreshmentr There does the 
sportsman puwue His prey through, vineyards fuU 
of delicious grapes^ and tnelbn fields covered ^th 
that fruity without otfafer barriei^ to protect them 

than mutual confidehce* No boards with ap* 

palling inseriptiond of steel trapd and spring guns 
annoy the sight and disgrace the national charac* 
ter of generosity^ by holding out to you in t^ro- 
rem the prospect dTimn^diate death if you climb 
over a hedge to pidc up your game. 

It is with no such c^p^rehensive selfishness that 
the Pwtugu^e countryman guiaurds his property. 
I i^ver coasted along a iboelon field in my life, 
but the proprietor, if within sight, altibough un^ 
known to me, would come forward and solicit 
my making choice of tiie ripest and best fruit. 
Without the leaist feeling of intarestedness : — nay, 
he would have felt indignant if a remuneration 
had even bisen proffered. 

Nothing could be more noble than the conduct 
of the lavradores (farmers) during the Wtf : with- 
out a prospect of indemnification they contributed 
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with all their means to fiEunlitate and assist the 
transport and other conunissaiiat branches of the 
service. I have seen some^ who had only a pair 
of oxen left^ give them up to. the ezigeotdes of the 
war without a murmur. 

In a country where the useful arts have ezpe- 
rienced Httle or no improvement for many cen^ 
turies^ it is not surprising to see every thing con** 
nected with agriculture iin a state of primeval 
rudeness. The plough and harrow here made 
use of are of the most uncouth kind> and worked 
with bullocks^ no other animal being capable of 
moving such clumsy apparatus. This is not the 
fault of the peasantry^ but that of the government 
and higher orders of society^ who . neglect the 
most interesting part of their duty^ and pass over 
ynnoticed. the dMferent degrees of iwproyement 
which they capuqt h^ seeing effected in every 
other country but th^ir owq. But yist^ of 
ftdopting any of those useful inventions^ to which^ 
if they could see clearly, thdur own interest would 
prompt them, they shrug. up their shoulders, 
and content themselves with sayipg, ''our fore^ 
&thers got oa very wellj and why should we wish 
todobetterT 

The old patriarchal custom of '' treadi|ig out 
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tiie com'' with oxen in order to shell it^ is still in 
use in Portugal ; and each animal has a woman 
walking immediately in his rear, foUowing with 
outstretched hands to receive that whiph, if it 
reached the ground, might defile and conglome- 
rate whole heaps of grain. 

In the making of wine neith^ presses hy means 
of steam (a thing unknown in Portugal) nor mi^ 
chinery of any kind are used. Our delicate females, 
wlio sip with such winning grace the juice of the 
Douro grape, are to know that in the very liquid 
which they receive through their lips, human feet, 
the trotters of the rude peasantry, have «oaked ; 
for no other machinery is here used in the process 
of wme making. 

The carts made use of in Portugal for every 
kind of purpose are heavy and clumsy heyond 
conception. The wheels are immoveahle on the 
axletree ; the diameter of the former, which are 
solid, is usually hut three feet ; and their greatest 
thickness is towards the centre, the circumference 
of the wheel heing comparatively narrow and 
bound round with iron, which is fixed on with 
huge nails. The axletree is of wood, ^ and from 
ten to twelve inches thick ; and this and its wheels 
move together with an abominable squeaking aad 
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groaiimg midtt ihe dtiiBsy body Of i^ 
is 4B^pp0i (not fixed) on it 

As Ml' Apology &y a^ lod^ns noise jnift men* 
tioned^ the pMsants dS^e that without it the 
oxen woidd iubt dstm so wefi or perhaps ftt aD« 
This may indeed be true/ for it k possible to a(y 
eostom iQihnab even to gi^eater absurditi»^ Hie 
cMr-^maa palaces bknself in front of the bollocks* 
heads, toiuehes oT pruka Hbam widi Ids aguftad 
(goad% and^ ^pei^king to <^in at the same tkne^ 
&US pitts tiiem iii motion. The equipment Would 
not be oom{>lete^ if the beasts' beads were una^ 
dorned with figas and veronicfts; and the cart 
itself, to keep off sp^> mvunaMy ^Bi^lays on some 
part of it that well known specifie, a hmrse shoe. 
This same emblem <^ a good kick seems to have 
operated as ^ bug4)ear on the supematund pei> 
sonag» of every eountry in Burope. 

When going rfong th6 road, the Portuguese 
male peasants are invariably heard singing. Love 
is generally the burtihen of their dolefiil ditties, 
for sucli tbey indeed dte, tmd of a most intolerably 
drawling kind. Hie ^omen also tune up tiieir 
trebles to no better eflfect than thdr spouses ; ne- 
tting li^ng so monotonous as their airs, or so 
discordant as the execution of tibem. The women 
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are however by no means wanting in wit or re- 
partee : for on a friend of mine seeing a saloia 
going along on a burro^ followed by a string of those 
animals^ and addressing her with ^^ Adeos mai dos 
burros," *^ adieu, mother of asses f she answered 
immediately, ^' Adeos, meo filho/ with the utmost 
coolness and composure. 
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Portuguese hamlets and vfflagea^ have* a very pe- 
culiar appearance. The houses are corared with 
red tiles as in the city; no such a tMn^ as thatch 
bang known in the country, The^ walls of these 
dwelfings are of amazing tMekness> ieind seem csUb' 
culated to last for eyer* The beams which form 
the frame- work of the roof are of proportionate 
sofidity^ and appear intended to su^ye many a 
generation. 

Very few houses in the villages have more thaii 
the ground-£k>or ; and if one of two stories is seen^ 
it may safely be conjectured to be the habitation 
of the curate. The churches are very neatly kept 
in their interior ; although the imagea on tibe altars 
are in general such miserable specimens cd wooden 
sculpture^ and so ridiculous are tibeir unmeaning 
faces^ that the ignorant bumpkin himsdif, if not 
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accustomed to see ihem from his infancy^ would 
be unable to refrain from laughing at them, in- 
stead of feeling the veneration which they exdte. 
So easy it is to pervert man's judgment, if you 
only begin the work in his infancy. 

These apologies for saints have nevertheless 
their share of gilding, or rather the remains of it; 
for all those which I have seen in the country 
churches were very old, several without noses, 
and others wanting an arm or a leg. These 
little deddendes were however not known to af- 
fect their power of working nurades. 
. The maimer in which the menino Jesus (m£EUit 
Jesus) is dressed, would appear offensive to fo- 
reigners, if it were not at the same time too pre- 
posterously ridiculous to alarm the most sensitive 
piety. He wears a bob wig weU powdered, with 
a queue of adequate length, and bow of ribbons ; 
and the rest of his equipment is precisely similar 
to the men's court dresses of the last century, 
with satin knee-breeches, silk dock-stockings, 
knee-buddes and shoe-buckles, studded with mock 
diamonds. A silver or else tin glory is fastened 
on at the back of the wig ; and to complete the 
whole, he wears the insignia of a knight qf the 
order qf Christ at his button hole*. 

His mother is also invariably seen dressed in a 
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corresponding costume^ with an enormous head- 
dress well powdered; fine ear-rings, necklaces, 
chains and crosses, hoop petticoats with flounces 
and furbelows, clock stockings, and high-heeled 
embroidered satin shoes* The surrounding at- 
tributes differ according to the peculiar character 
under which she is adored. For instance, N. S. 
da Con9ei9a6 is represented standing upon a cres- 
cent, under which is seen writhing an enormous 
serpent. This it was which in some measure, iur 
duced modem sceptics to ascribe to this lady an 
astronomical origin, as being emblematical of the 
descent of the serpent Pytho on one side of the 
horizon, on the appearance of Virgo and the cWld 

Horus on the other. 
N. S. daCon9ei9ad is an object of almost universal 

worship in Portugal : to her are addressed the prayers 

of women in labour or in any other circumstances 

of difficulty and danger ; and to her are made on 

those occasions all kinds of promises of reward, 

in order to render her propitious, such as pounds 

of wax candles, bottles of oil, &c. The miracles 

which she works are certainly very great; but 

being thus well paid for her trouble, the obliga- 

tionr is greatly cancelled. 

N. S. da Penha de Franca has also unbounded 

celebrity : besides waxen legs, arms, eyes, breasts, 

z 
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and buttocks^ m^ which her altars are fringed 
rounds the walls of her sa^ictuary are decorated 
aU over with little ]i^ictures in oils (in a style wor« 
thy of the subject) illustrative of some of the 
myriads of miracles and cures performed by her. ' 
Things are conceived to be miraculous in pro* 
portion to the difficulty of achieving them : to give 
therefore a good idea of the generality of these^ I 
will cite a couple which most attracted my obser<* 
vation. On a piece of boards of about six inches 
by eighty was represented a man falling from a 
four-pair of stairs window^ and N. S. in a cloudy 
looking str^ght before her like a doll ; while un- 
derneath were written these words. ^' Milagre q' 
fez N. S. da P^ de F** &c.'' ^' Mirade performed 
by our Lady of P. F. on Manoel &c., who falling 
from a four-pair of stairs window only broke one 
of his legs, when he might very easily have fraoi 
tiured botL"* 

' Placed near this painting was another of similar 
dimensions, and apparently serving as a fellow to 

« 

it. It exhibited a lady lying in bed, and N. S. in 
a dtoiid up in a comer of the room, looking, as in 
the former, any where but at the patient. The 
inscription imported as follows. '* Milagre q' fez 
&c?* '' Miracle performed by N. S. de P. F. on 
Donna Fufia de tal who, being confined to her bed 
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of a teret, took aome medicine tnth great faith in 
the above lady and was cured/' 

These it trill be allowed are not very miraeu* 
lous miracles> any more than that which is always 
iter accompanying mark of distinction; I mean 
the man who in her portraits is invariably seen re^ 
presented as sound asleep at her feet with a Ia« 
garto or enormous lizard close to his ear^ from the 
mortal bite of which she is said, by her presence> 
to have saved him. Now it is well known to 
every one in the least acquainted with the natural 
history of Portugal and Spain, that the reptile, so 
common in the southern climates of those coun^ 
tries, called guana by the Spaniards and lagarto 
by the Portuguese, is the most inoffensive of all 
creatures. It is perfectly innoxious, and very easy 
to tame and to instruct in many odd tricks. I have 
done so with many, and can therefore vouch for the 
truth of the assertion. 

In many parts of Portugal, as in Holland, the 
stork takes up his abode on the church towers in 
the YiUages. and » held in great veneration as 
God's own bird. Great ofience would be given to 
the villagers by the destruction of any of these 
usefti( and inofifensive creatures* It is impossible 
to account for the feeling of superstitious awe 

z 2 
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which attaches to this bird in particulsur^ other^ 
wise than by the ideas associated with the spot oa 
which he decidedly prefers to construct his abode. 
Hundreds of generations haye been bred in the 
same nest on some o£ these steeples to the com- 
plete efiacement of the walls whose surfaces are 
thickly incrusted with their excrement; nay on 
the top of some an artificial steeple has been pro^ 
duc^ll, the .ecu.ul.ti™ of i, 'offering, .. ^ 
tance> much the appearance of the real one. 

I have already implied that the Portuguese; 
peasants are some of the best creatures breath* 
]^=«>ey«.&ctvni.eU> their d^ajaeterseve^ 
thing which constitutes ^ virtuous people. The 
men are laborious and brave, and the women are 
chaste. For these good qualities they are solely 
indebted to Providence^ and not in the least to 
their clergy^ most of whom employ iheix leisure, 
in devising means of debauching their female pa^ 
riahioners. Such are the advantages of the row 
of celibacy. I could cite instances which I have 
witnessed from one end of Portugal to the other, 
and likewise in Spain and France^ in support of 
this assertion, but will confine myself to a few. 
In a certain city in Portugal, I was lodged for se- 
veral weeks in the house of a Franciscan friar^ whose 
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convfeht had been tempofarily converted into an 
hospital. This man lited in incestuous commerce 
with his o^m-sister. ; 

In the aldea (village) of S. B., I slept one night 
in the house of the curate.' Previous to "retiring 
to rest we had a glass of wine together, when he 
proposed to my companions and myself the choice' 
of all the females in his parish, offering his imme- 
diate services to procure them. At. about mid* 
night I was awakened by a noise of footsteps in 
my room, and perceived by the light of the moon 
the two nephews (not to call them jthe illegitimate 
sons) of this holy man busily engaged over my 
canteen, m emptying the contents of my brandy" 
bottles into an earthen jar for the pastor. 

On my return through the same aldea about 
two months afterwards, I found written (with, 
chalk upon the curate's door) by a friend and 
countryman of mine who had preceded me by two 

days> " Dear dont billet yourself here^ for 

the rascal has stolen our silver spoons *." 

* The effrontery of the Portuguese clergy proceeds from 
their consciousness of impunity* A lavrador near Lisbon ob- 
serving that the curate of his parish was indefatigable in his 
endeavours to debauch his wife or daughter (I am not sure 
which)' accosted this holy man, who, under the pretence of 
going a shooting, was hovering about the house, threatening 
that unless he desisted firoln his purpose, steps would be taken 
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The country to the northward of the Tagus is. 
jexeeedingly mountainous and ]:ugged; and the 
pine abounds in most parts, fumi:>hing the ipr 
habitants with a delicious fruit (pinho^s) which 
they seU in I4sbon in stringi^ like rosime^^ having 
at their extremities small crosses made of the same 
kernels* Here the olive tree is not so commoui 
nor its Iruit so fine as in the southern provinces. 
The country south of the Tagus is, with the ex-* 
ceptiou of that part of it nearest the river, chiefly 
covered with oak and cork trees ; and the under* 
wood for many leagues together is composed of 
the gum cestus. It is with this idirub that the; 
bakers at Estremos and throughout the AlemteJQ 
heat their ovens ; and the smell of it, which every 
where prevails, is truly delightful; although to 
some strangers it is at first very overpowering. 

Th^re are two kinds of acorn produced by th^ 
oak with which the latter province abounds ; and 
both 9erve a9 food &r numerous herds of swinci 

... • » 

to compel him to do so. *^ V\\ take good care to prevent thaty'* 
iras the answer of the priest, accompatiied by a dis^^h^^rg^ of 
his fowlii^ piece into the farmer's bmias. The holy murdi^^ 
was, it ia tme, copfined for his offence m the cs^i^e of S« 
Qeorge, hut that was the whole ext^t of hi$ pimishment* 
But in relating instances of depravity in this class of n}$m» 
iiv^hich have come under my own obeeryationi I might pn^C^ 
forever/ ' ' 
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which, for the sweetness of their flesh, arid the pe*- 
culiar taste given to it by this description of food^ 
toe esteenHed the best m Portugal. The sWeet 
species oi acorn are very pleasant to the taste ; 
and it is Hot unfrequent to see them form a paii 
of the dessert at provincial tables. 

The cork tree is of various essential uses to the 
natives. At certain periods they separate the 
bark iii cylindrical pieces from the trunk, and thus 
6bt£un a vessel which joined at top and bottom by 
small wooden pegs, serves two purposes : for bee 
hives, and receptacles for those olives which are 
prepared for the table. A cortifo (cork vessel) 
full of olives is sold in the Alemtejo for about a 
pound sterling : — that is when the fruit is of the 
best kind ; and it may not be out of place to re* 
mark that the olives are so fine and large in the 
vicinity of Slvas, that they are almost invariably 
ihade to pass for those of Seville, not only in Lis-- 
b6n> but in other countries. 

I nfever saw apples of so large a size, or of such 
excellent flavour, as those of M ontemor o Novo in 
the Alemtejo. This town is remarkable for the 
immense quantities of ap[^ed and quinces which 
abound in the whple of its neighbourhood; and 
oj^ tibeise fruit tr6e& the hedges are formed. The 
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species of the former called '' bem postas" are of 
deserved celebrity. 

A few leagues from Erora in a northwest di- 
rection is a small village called Alcacovas de 
Rosas from the quantities of beautiful moss roses 
growing wild about its hedges in every directicm. 
They are as numerous as the black berries in our 
own hedge-rows. 

The plums^ which grow at Guimaraens in the 
north of Portugal and are preserved by the nuns 
in round flat boxes ornamented with paper curi- 
ously cut^ are justly esteemed superior to the 
dried fruit of any country. The Portuguese are 
famous for their sweetmeats of every description ; 
qiiince marmalade, candied pears, and above alT' 
that defidous sweet called by them chilacayota ; 
which I believe is made prindpally of the abobra, 
a long white kiiid of pumpkin or gourd. 

' Besides these exquisite sweetmeats, they make 
particularly in the Alemtejo, a cake called by them 
*' bolo podre,** the prindp'al ingredients of which 
are the flour of maize or Indian com, cul and 
honey. It is really* delicious ; and . I never met 
with an Englishman who did not find it so, until 
told that oil .was a prindpal ingredient, and then 
it would have been umiati&nal not to cqU it diCtest-^ 
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able. I have witnessed ibe same prejiidiceiiiith 
respect to dieses prepared mth garlic. 

The figs in the Alganre f form .a. chief part o^ 
the commerce of that province^, or kingdom aait 
is termed. Besides those which are esqported in 
ceiras (round baskets)^ great quantitaes. are mixed 
up with sweet almonds^ and made into the shape 
of rabbits, birds, &c. to ^ be brought upon table at 
dessert. This mixture b of a very, delicious fla- 
vour. 

Great quantities of marinated atum . (a- ficSi 
caught in the bay of Cadiz) is. prepared and. ex- 
ported m small barrels by the Algarvians : — ^it is 
too oleaginous and rich to eat. much of. 

The sjniituous liquor, most generally fabricated 
atid consumed by the natives, of Portugal is 
agiiardente . d'Erva doce, or brandy of aniseed. 
Of this t^e. people drink great quantities, and 
strangcsrs very soon arrive at liking it, aldiough it 
may not at first appear inviting to the palate. 
The use of any light beverage such as beer or 
dder is unknown. If a Portuguese enters a 
'^ loja de Bebidas" to quench his thirst, he asks 
for a lemonade or a glass of capillaire, the former 
of which they have a particular knack of well pre- 

* In Moorish^ Algarbiai which signifies fertile country. 



846 



ATTEMPT. TO INTRODUCE BEER. 



paring/ whicb is I. bdieVe attributable to &m 
sweetening it with capillaire kstead of sugar. 
'^ Many individuala hj&ve Jbpwever tried, a^ 
sbttie degree of success, the speculation of openii^ 
cellars for the sale of bottled-beer in some of the 
pfindpal streets of the metropolis, whei^ fo^ 
feigners, particularly Germans, afe constantly seen 
playing at draughts, chess, or backgammon, smok^* 
ing segars 4tQ^ drinld]:]^ beer. This mailner i)f 
spending a leisure moment became quite the &^ 
shion ^ Lisbon ixiamediately after the wat ; but it 
is difficult to bend the palate to a fashion, hd^erer 
frilling we may be to do so for mode sake ; and I 
have frequently obsenred a group of young LkboR 
bloods sit down with great courage to bottled 
bear and segars and strive with all their might to 
sii^low iheiit potations without exhibiting by theff 
&ces how repugnant it was to their tastes. Such 
mre the painfid sacrifices x)f folly to fashion ! 
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CHAPTER XX. 



POLITICAL CONSPIRACY AT LISBON IN 1817. 



In devoting my concluding chapter to the melan- 
choly scene which fonns the subject of the two pre- 
sent drawings^ I shall confine myself to a mnple 
statement of those facts whidb were permitted ta 
meet the public eye. State trials in Portugal, ad 
well of those of other descriptions, being conducted 
in perfect secrecy, all- attempts to explain what 
we do not know would only fend to lead inta 



error. 



In 1817 a coni^iracy was discovered to have 
been formed to overthrow the existing order i^ 
government ; and the parties concerned iii it wBm 
ai:rested; on the eve df the day appointed for the 
commencement of their operations. 
' The trial of the whole of the. conspirators, 
amounting in number to about five and twenty^ 
was as usual kept so secret that nothing was: 
known, even by the. families q£ the oflfenders, o£ 
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the fate which awaited them. Only one execution 
for treason having been known to take place for a 
great number of years^ the unusual nature of the 
crime^ and the confidence reposed in the kmg's 
character for lenity^ tranquillized the minds of all 
those connected with the offenders and prevented 
apprehension for their, lives. 

The day however arrived when each criminal 
was tobe made acquainted with his impending fate. 
Thdt some were t6 suffer was well known fof 
about a fortnight before the day of execution^ by 
reason of ihe difficulty said to exist of procurii^ a 
cduple of executioiaera ; one not h&ng deemed suf-* 
fident^ and ihe'place of the head one not havings 
ance Ids dem^se^ been filled up. It was custom'*^ 
dry in Portugal ihnt the hangman should be a 
^prit JUtide): sentence of deajthj^ respited during 
pleasure for the performance of these functions. 

The Liinoeira or commpn jail, was »t this mo- 
ftient filled itith men so cirdumstanoed ; but every 
ene.of them refused to accept of the situati^^ 
whidi wast offered in this moment of ndcessity.. 
One wretch in particular had been, in the Limoeira 
thirteen years. Oh his entrance into it> he! was 
cotdeoined to death &r his twelfth murder ; and 
tiie.plaoe of hangman being vacant he volunteered 
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ilbvenly manner of dispenong justice in Portu^ 
tliai they had forgotten to hang him ; and he had 
ihus remained^ as I have above said^ thirteen yeajrsf 
He would have still been unnotic^d^ but that id 
rioting with a fellow prisoner he happened to Btick 
Ins iknife into his comrade's heart ; and thb r&f 
minded the justices of what they had before fbr?^ 
gottep. The. place of executioner was offered him 
now, as an only alternative by which he might hop0 
to prolong his days ; but this he spumed at, spy- 
ing that when he had thought it worth having, i£ 
was refused him, and that now that he had been 
so long in prison, he preferred (if equaUy agre^ 
able to them) being hanged. 

He was accordingly gratified in his wishes, more 
out of spleen at his refusal, than as a fair rewiurd 
for his misdeeds. This man's ^^^ nrarder was 
committed under the following ctrcumstanoea. 
He was wandering about in the woods between 
Aldea Gallego and Montemor o novo ; when ob- 
serving a substantial looking lavrador coming along: 
the road on his mule, he threw l^mself down on^ 
the ground and began to moan in the most pite** 
ous manner, pretending to have been taken seri-* 
ously ill from hunger and want. The good lav- 
rador had compassion on the impostor and offered, 
to take him to his own house, which was not many 
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miles distant : ' and with his assistance the villain 
Was at last seated behind hun on his mule. Thik 
was the fellow's object and they had not proceeded 
far, before he stabbed his benefactor through the 
heart and rode off with his money and mule. He 
was however soon taken up and thrown into jail, 
btit his uncle coming forward with a little of that 
which prevails more or less in every country and 
in every case, the fellow was released. 

As he was well aware of the cause of his re- 
lease, an idea occurred to him that had never en- 
tered his head before, which was, that his uncle 
must be possessed of money, since he came down 
with it so readily to save a nephew whom he had 
scarcely ever seen. His resolution was soon taken; 
and on his imcle's birth day, ilnder pretence of 
paying him the customary congr^ttdations, and at 
the same tinie to express how grateful were his 
feelings for the late signal Service rendered him; 
he went to his house in the country. Whilst em- 
bracing the good man; he* observed that, with the 
exertion of a cMld, there was no one else in the 
house. He therefore stabbed his uncle through 
the back, and robbed the house quite leisurely, 
having first secured the doors. When such men 
as these are fourteen or fifteen years trying to get 
hanged, when twelve murders are hardly sufficient 
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to attract the serious attention of justice^ an idea 
may be formed of the nature of its administration 
in Portugal. 

This wretch, as I hare above stated, having re- 
fused to become hangman^ and no one else being 
found who chose to take upon himself that office, 
it became necessary to send to Oporto for that 
city's executioner, who having at length arrived, 
measures began to be taken for the speedy en- 
forcement of the sentences. The public still con- 
tinued in ignorance of what was to take place^.and 
only were able to conclude that some wfere. to suf- 
fer^ from the circumstance of the unusual sight of 
a gallows being erected on the Campo de S. Anna^ 
and several corps of troops being ordered to repair 
to the ground at a certain hour in the morning, 
whilst others were directed to form near the Li- 
moeiro and await the arrival of the civil power. 
These at length arrived, with the brotherhood of 
the misericordia carrying the banner of our lady 
and five biers, and accompanied by a number of 
monks, as confessors and comforters of those whose 
sentence it was to suffer. 

The whole of the accused were then drawn out 
of their dungeons, and collected in the passage, 
from whence they were called according as they 
3tood on the magistrate's list, to have their sen- 

A a 
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fences read to them. Here some, who least ei^ 
pected it, learnt that they, were released; others 
that they must emhark forthwith forlPedras Ne- 
gras ; one, a foreigner, was sent out of the coun- 
try ; whilst twelve were informed that they were 
widiin a few hours of terminating their career by 
an ignominious death. The latter were then im- 
mediately stripped of the clothes they had on in 
prison, and equipped in a white cotton gown, with 
a hood to it for the purpose of drawing over the 
face» Each had a rope of several yards in length 
tied round his waist with a large coil of it behind; 
They were all barefoot, and had their heads unco- 
vered. 

As soon as the sufferers were thus prepared, two 
or three monks took posses&don of each, in order 
to shrive him of his sins; and the prbcession moved 
slowly and mournftdly towards the place of execu- 
tion. It was nearly twelve o'clock when they ar- 
rived there, although they had started at about 
ten, and the distance was scarcely more than a 
mile and a quarter : so loth are we to quit life, 
and so great is our hope even to the last moment. 
It was found necessary to allow the condenined to 
At down every now and then, such was the ex- 
hausted and emaciated state of most of them : — 
indeed I never recollect having seen such misera- 
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Me fl^pectre*like looking bdngs as these men. 
Their beards had grown to a prodigious length ; 
0ymg to their haying been refused the use of 
razors during their imprisonment. Their dress 
being excessirely scanty^ their heads and feet bare> 
the day exceedingly cold, and their feelings not 
calculated to revive tiiem much, all these eircum- 
stances tended to augment the sadness of their 
appearance. 

The five biers above mentioned were for the 
purpose of carrying away for private interment the 
bodies of those whose sentence did not- extend to 
being burnt. Of the twelve sentenced only eleven 
were execute here; the twelfth being incarcerated 
in Fort S. Julian, was executed in the morning 
early of the same day on the ground opposite to 
that fort, his body was burnt, and his ashes being 
thrown into the Tagus, the executioners then re^ 
tmmed under escort to Lisbon, imd joining the 
cortege at l3ie dpor of the Limoetrp, inarched with 
it to the Campo de S. Anna. 

The sentence of those six for whom bier^ were 
not brought, was, that after being hanged they 
should be decapitated, burnt, and their ashes 
thrown into <he river. A pil^ of pitch barrels, 
underwood, and other combustibles had therefore 

Aa2 
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been erected during the same night, within a few 
paces of the gallows. 

In any other country the prospect of a jscene 
like this would, have attracted crowds of people; 
and places and windows would have been let at 
extravagant prices ; but io the honor of the Por- 
tuguese nation, a feeling diametrically, opposite 
was evinced on all sides. . From the moment that 
the hammers of the artificers were heard erecting 
during the night the necessary preparations for the 
dismal scene of the following day, every family re- 
siding in the.Campo. de S. Anna betook itself, to 
retire into the country in order to avoid. witnessing 
it. . I was on the ground at an early hour, ^and 
did not leave it until a very late one, and.can there- 
fore affirm that of all the houses in the Campo de 
S. Anna there was not one .single instance of a 
window being otherwise than closely shut up, both 
sashes, and shutters. The few pers,ons who ap- 
peared on. the ground were entirely of the canaille, 
as I did not observe a- well dressed individual 
amongst them. Even the greater part of these 
were women of the lowest order^. • 

. The troops formed a square enclosing a consi- 
derable space ; they were as follows ; the 16|;h regi- 
ment of infantry, called by the Portuguese Vieira 
Telles from the name of its old commanding of- 



SKETCH OF THE WHOLE SCENE. 367 

licer; several companies of police infantry j a 
squadron of police cavalry ; and a squadron of the 
Alcantara regiment of cavalry. 

Immediate round the gallows stood the suf^ 
ferers, their monks, the brotherhood of mercy, and 
the oflBcers of justice. One of the latter, who was 
provided with a list, calledoiit the namfe of the in- 
dividual whose turn it was to suflfer, upon which 
the executioner and his assistant who were stand- 
ing at the foot of the ladder came forward to as- 
sist the unwilling culprit to mount it. Here it 
became evident that they had all entertained hopes 
of pardon up till the last moment ; and when these 
suddenly vanished, they exhibited an agony of de- 
spair which it would be vain to describe. Pinto, 
an ensign of the 16th foot (then on the ground) 
was the first who ascended : it is impossible to 
form a just idea >of this man's countenance when 
ordered by the executioner to end his devotions, 
and on seeing the monk prepare to descend the 
ladder. The same rope with which eaich indivi- 
dual came provided served to hang him. When 
seated at a convenient height near the top of the 
ladder, the rope was loosened from their waists; one 
end of it formed into a noose round the neck, and 
the • other fastened to the galloWs. Whilst the 
iuuxgman wa^ doing this, hi» a^^sistant was tying 
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the Offender's feet together, (his hands were tied 
on leaving the prison) and the confessor> holding a 
crucifix hefore his eyes, urged him to leave none 
of his sins unrevealed. When all wM ready, the 
executioner made sign to the monk to have done ; 
then drawing the hood over the culprit's face, he 
placed his left foot between his wrists as inlt stirrup, 
and giving a signal to the assistant below to detadi 
the man's feet from the ladder, both sufferer and 
hangman swung off. together, the latter riding on 
the neck of the former. By this means death is 
much more expeditious than in our mode of hang- 
ing, however revolting the manner of it may ^ 
pear to nations unused to it. 
. One individual in particular^ named Cabral, 
evinced the greatest terror at death. When his 
prayers Awere over, and the executikmer became 
impatient, this poor young vnretch begged in 
the most piteous language to be allovired to say 
anly one more act of contrition, which being 
granted, he be^ed for another and another; then 
prayed for leave to bteathe (me minute more; and 
when at last the hangman drew down his cap mid 
prepared to spring off with him, such was th|^ con^ 
vulsive agony of the sufferer, that notwithiiitanding 
his emaciated state, and the pondrous weight tpf 
the hangman, he fairly lifted the iatlcr up, and 
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bursting the ligature of bis bmids> and seizing tiie 
noose which began to tighten tound bis neck> it 
was with difficulty th^y could detach his fingers 
from it. 

Some of the prisoners were so weak and 
exhausteiiy that it was found necessary to procure 
chairs for th^n% Each execution took about half 
an hour^ so that it may well be imagined that the 
last must hare been pretty well ejdbausted with 
cold^ hunger, fatigue, and horror. The monks 
appeared to me to do their duty On this occasion 
with much credit^ to tiiemselves, and with more ap. 
pearance of real feeling than I could haTe expected 
to see in men of their abandoned lives* All that 
I heard them isay appeared to be very much to the 
purpose; and when a&er their entreaties, the 
dpng sinners made avowals of the heinousness of 
their projected crimes> the former urged them to 
speak out in order that the world might hear them 
confess the justice of their sentence. Each of them 
in his turn acknowledged that the object of the 
conspiracy was not only the subversion of the ex. 
isting order of things ; but that it was also di<* 
rected to Other views which, if they had succeeded^ 
must have been productive of the greatest possible 
confudon. They begged pardon of their sove- 
JxigOj and of every individual in the state;, and 
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those who left families implored the compassion -of 
their countrymen towards the helpless and forlorn . 
condition of then- wives and children. 

As the government did not appear to he alto- 
gether without its apprehensions as to the tran- 
quillity of the people during the execution of the 
law. on the ahove persons, the Campo de S. Anna, 
was chosen in preference to any other spot, owing, 
to it being fully commanded by the castle, of S. 
George/ on the opposite hill which completely sees 
into it. The officers conunanding the troops were 
also exceedingly vigilant, and tliis feeling of .disr 
trust of the people se^ms. to have: prevailed 
amongst the troops, for at. about half-past.nine at 
ni^ht a murmur was heard in. rear. of the I6th 
Z, from »me ««« »hich ™ never p«^, 
explained ; and as it continued to encrease and to 
be attended with some ^movement and bustle, the 
troops without waiting for instructions &ced to 
the^ right about and charged the rabble^; ^ 

The confiisioh. which this produced is inconceiv-. 
able: every one being then suddenly convinced 
that there was a rising amongst the people, the 
officers of justice took to their heels, the monks 
fidllowed .their, example, the banner of Nossa Sen- 
hora da misericordia was thrown away by its 
bearer; > the lanthorns:were knocked to pieces and 
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the patibulum abandoned by every one :ex<^epting 
the hangman^ his assistant, and a poor wretch sit- 
ting at the top of the ladder with the moon shin- 
ing fall in his face, in which I could perceive: a 
glinmiering of hope that the confasion might be 
productive of an alteration in his destiny. 

It may be asked how I could have made this 
observation, seeing that there every where reigned 
such consternation ; to . this I will answer, that 
although I had at the first impulse done as I saw 
others do, that is, take to my heels, I no sooner 
heard the voice of the brigadier calling out "na6 
he nada" — nothing is the matter, than I lost no 
time in resuming my post, not to let. a single op- 
portunity elapse of naaking my observations. By 
degrees tranquillity was restored, the fragments of 
our .Lady*s lanthorns were picked up, some, of the 
monks and justices resumed their places, and the 
poor wretch at the top*. of the ladder .was turned 
joE 

It was now ten o'clock at night, and the foot of 
the gallows was one complete heap of dead bodies. 
•Those who were allowed burial were removed in 
the biers, that is, the five first that came to hand, 
for I did not observe that any choice was made, 
and it then- became necessary to get the other six 
up on the platform of boards placed over the pile 
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of combustibles. This operation was hot an easf 
one, for both the executioners had been working 
since the morning without taking any refreshment, 
and were consequently very much exhausted and 
weakened. 

The night began to darken, the clouds occar 
sionally intercepting the light of the moon. It 
therefore was necessary to procure torches which 
^ere given to some galley slaves to hold, who 
were chained by tiie leg two by two. It was also 
attempted to get them to drag the bodies up on 
the pile, but the attempt was not only fruitiess 
but productive of still greater inconvenience ; for 
these cut-throat looking rascals considered the 
proposal of their touching au '' enfbrcado*" (a 
hanged body) so derogatory to their dignity and 
honor, that all with one accord threw down their 
torches in the most violent rage, swearing that 
they should now consider themselves disgraced if 
they even contributed to light up such a sceneii 
Tq compel them was out of the question : they 
swore it was ^ not their duty ; that they were gal^ 
ley slaves but not hangmen or hangmen^s assist- 
ants ; and without waiting for further orders they 
walked off the ground with the feeble escort that 
guarded them, consistmg of a few old veterans. 

Bread and wine were therefore procured for th^ 
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haiigman and his assistant who, hiaying gathered a 
Uttle more strength, succeeded at last in dragging 
the ijx bodies by the heels tip the little laddeif 
and placing them in a row on the platform. ThiiS 
done, they unsheathed their long knives and per^ 
formed the operation of amputating the heads 
with astonishing dexterity. Nothing now re- 
mained to be don^ but the burning of the bodies: 
The pile being set fire to on all sides, SQon biassed 
up with much violence. 

At first I observed nothing particular about the 
bodies ; but, no sooner were the strings consumed 
which tied the hands together, than both arms 
lining up and remained stretched out ; the fin-^ 
gers dropping off one by one. The same thing' 
happened to the lower extremities. These effects 
of fire upon dead carcases were construed by 
some of the ignorant bystanders into superhuman 
proofs of the innocence of men, whom they had 
just before heard making a full confession of re- 
bellious stratagems. Some exclaimed "See how 
hft extends bis arm to attest his innocence in the 
sight of heaven." 

The pile being entirely consumed, some cinders 
were gathered out of mere form and scattered by 
the hangman in the Tagus ; after which he was 
reconducted to his dungeon previou5 to his return 
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to Oporto:— rfor it must be understood that the 
hangmen in Portugal are . always in close confine- 
ment for life^ although in oilier respects they are 
well off^ being paid and fed^ besides having certain 
perquisites on occasions where their ministry is 
required. 

The sketch/ from which ihese two drawings 
were made^ was taken on the spot The second 
is precisely similar to the. first with the sole differ-* 
ence of the lapse of lime of two or three minutes. 
The same culprit who in the &st is sitting on the 
ladder is in the second already turpied off;* and: a 
similar progress of time will be observed in all the 
other ^rsonages. The process of hanging here 
described is that which is in use aU over Portugal 
when offenders are sentenced to death. 



THF END. 
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